Halifax

Regional Centre for Education

At-Home Reading Program

Children need plenty of opportunities to read and
be exposed to books in both English and your
home language. Spending time reading with your
child, both you reading to your child or your child
reading to you, is important to your child’s reading
progress. This Take Home Reading Program will
help you provide those opportunities for your child
and help them grow as a reader.

Throughout the week, your child will bring home
a book(s) to read. It should not take too long for
your child to read the book to you, and they
could even read it multiple times. They will gain
confidence each time they read their book(s).
Talk to your child about the book in your home
language.

There may be a reading journal that your child
brings home with their book(s). The reading
journal provides space for you to write the date,
title of the book, and comments. You can
comment on if the book is too easy or too difficult
or if your child enjoyed the book. This information
you share in the comment section is very
valuable. At the end of the week, the book(s) and
journal will be collected and the teacher will read
through your comments. These comments will
help determine the book(s) for the upcoming
week. You know your child best, so your insight is
very important to the teacher.

Please know that the most important outcome of
this Take Home Reading Program is for your child
to love reading. If your child is struggling,
frustrated, or even just too tired to read the book
one night, it is okay to take a night off. Instead,
you could read the book to your child or choose a
different book to read to them. Reading to your
child is just as important as them reading to you.
There is nothing better than enjoying a story
together, especially in your home language!
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