F.,‘ THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF

LA\ PHILADELPHIA

OFFICE OF ACADEMIC SUPPORTS

| Grade ¢
 UnitlW
ST CLEEYAEYN Of Mice and Men: Discussing a Character with a

I TTETET Approx 1 day

Plan with guidance from the ELA Instructional Expectations Guide

Learning Goal(s)

What should students understand about today’s selected text?

Students will discover the appropriate language to use when discussing Lennie. Students will consider why
Steinbeck created two main characters with this unique friendship dynamic.

CCSS Alignment

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.1
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.2

Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the
course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by
specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.4
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization,
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9-10
topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own
clearly and persuasively.

End of lesson task
Formative assessment

Ask students to reflect on why Steinbeck introduced a main character with an
intellectual disability. While reading the text, it becomes clear to the reader
that the friendship George and Lennie have is a real one. How does Lennie’s
disability impact the relationship and the power dynamic between the two
men? Students will return to this question throughout their reading of the
novel.

Knowledge Check
What do students need to
know in order to access the
text?

Background Knowledge
e Knowledge of the plot thus far

Key Terms (domain specific terms to analyze the text)

e central idea: what the text is mainly about
Vocabulary Terms (words found in the text)

e intellectual disabilities: [defined throughout the lesson]



https://docs.google.com/document/d/11vU9OSQb7AuI46McQx6QNI_FXsbmZsDC9IqKMPjk5_A/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/9-10/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/9-10/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/9-10/1/
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e adaptive skills: areas are those daily living skills needed to live, work
and play in the community. The definition includes 10 adaptive skills:
communication, self-care, home living, social skills, leisure, health and
safety, self-direction, functional academics, community use and work.

e Disability Rights Movement: [defined throughout the lesson]

Core Instruction
Text-centered questions and ways students will engage with the text

Note for Instructor: This lesson asks students to reflect on how to discuss people and characters with
disabilities. Be sure that students are supported appropriately while doing this work. *Lesson adapted from

Penguin Random House Education’s guide to teaching of Mice and Men.
Opening Activity:
Ask students to respond to the following question:

How does George and Lennie’s friendship seem to be different from a typical friendship? Is the power
dynamic between them evenly balanced?

Content Knowledge:
Lead a brief discussion with students about Steinbeck’s characterization of Lennie as intellectually disabled.
The purpose of this lesson is to ensure that students know how to respectfully discuss people with

disabilities. Pre-teach vocabulary words as needed, being mindful that terms will be used and discussed
during the lesson.

Small Group Reading and Writing:
Students need to be aware of correct ways to describe a person with disabilities. Divide the class in half.
Have one half read the section on “Disability Language Guidelines” from the Eact Sheet of Special Olympics.

Have the second half of the class read “Respectful Disability Language: Here’s What's Up!”

Ask students individually to summarize four general rules that they learn from the information sheets and to
share their rules in small groups.

Student Discourse:

As a whole class, categorize and develop a set of rules based on these summaries which the class will use
while discussing the character of Lennie in the novel.

Formative Assessment:

Ask students to reply to the following prompt:

Ask students to reflect on why Steinbeck introduced a main character with an intellectual disability. While
reading the text, it becomes clear to the reader that the friendship George and Lennie have is a real one.



https://images.randomhouse.com/promo_image/9780140177398_8081.pdf
https://images.randomhouse.com/promo_image/9780140177398_8081.pdf
https://media.specialolympics.org/soi/files/resources/Communications/Guides/Special-Olympics-Terminology-Guidelines.pdf
https://www.aucd.org/docs/add/sa_summits/Language%20Doc.pdf
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How does Lennie’s disability impact the relationship and the power dynamic between the two men? Students
will return to this question throughout their reading of the novel.

Fluency, Comprehension and Writing Supports

Fluency

Fluency Protocols

Sentence Comprehension

Juicy Sentence protocol with sample sentence

N/A

Writing

Pattan Writing Scope and Sequence

Quality of Writing:
II: Content:
C: Select content to achieve purpose
D: Write using domain specific vocabulary

ELD Practices

ELD Task and
Scaffolds for ELA

SpEd Practice

MTSS Practices

Enrichment Practices

References:

Of Mice and Men

Intellectual Disabilities

Additional Supports

Practices to promote Tier 1 access

ELA SpEd Practi

Practices to promote Tier 1 access

Practices to promote Tier 1 access

Respectful Disability Language: Here's What's Up!



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bsvzWUCqLOYPj1t6WxGr4aucizhOizWYhvdy4o0J_DM/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iyUiJfNfRQ7XiI9eoxcLeY0gouO_9YV-/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PttXD5MUm0kq0SbzF3nLWRv0YfbSnHWq/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MG2eNGLNOZVbCMrMbDOURzdeZmuEQc97mtKTz98R2tY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eQv2WL5vNweM5Uc4uQUpKk06FY4O1RDdmjsiLV-Tk_s/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eQv2WL5vNweM5Uc4uQUpKk06FY4O1RDdmjsiLV-Tk_s/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1j60hxw3CtVUDWmjzqDcrHh1i0pXaNdcJ1wnTFPaU4I0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1NJ6gIGKDcBigYa_HH98Ms2XL3DoNLwx4qSVTMefUZJ8/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BQji7G8ANVk3QbZiJW6wE3gst2Hae2oup98BrDv6zL4/edit?usp=sharing
https://images.randomhouse.com/promo_image/9780140177398_8081.pdf
https://media.specialolympics.org/soi/files/resources/Communications/Guides/Special-Olympics-Terminology-Guidelines.pdf
https://www.aucd.org/docs/add/sa_summits/Language%20Doc.pdf

