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Words of Rav Laitman on the Topic — Covenant in the Ten

1. A covenant in the ten means that we are ready to be connected among us above
our ego, in order to build out of our egoistic desires — which will be the coarseness
— and above those desires, to build a connection between us, a connection of giving
all the way to a connection of love, which will be upon the coarseness: restriction,
screen, reflected light — that is, refinement. And then, from these two stages that we
assemble — coarseness below and refinement above it — this is how we build the
condition for the spiritual vessel.

According to the gap between the coarseness, the mutual rejection that we have
between us, and the mutual connection — where we truly hold the bond between us
by the skin of our teeth — we measure the vessel in the gap between these two
opposite states. And according to the intensity of the contradiction we have between
these two states, while wanting to hold them together — that is the intensity of the
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vessel, at coarseness 0, 1, 2, 3, 4. And accordingly, we reveal the Creator in that gap
between the minus and plus.

The minus — that we do not want to connect — is very big. We get greater and
greater rejection each time. The plus — that we nevertheless do want to connect
above the rejection, and ask the Creator to give us forces for connection. And then
the gap between these two data points, between the minus and plus, the rejection
and connection, will give us such a potential difference, that according to the
magnitude of the mutual rejection and the magnitude of the mutual connection above
the rejection, we establish the condition — a vessel for the revelation of the Creator
— and then the Creator is revealed.

For in our reality we have no such conditions that could appear naturally and reveal
the Creator; rather, it is from our building these conditions, as in a laboratory — and
we ourselves are inside that laboratory — that we draw closer to the revelation of the
Creator.

We establish it between the gap between us: the rejection, the coarseness that is
revealed, versus working above the coarseness. That is our advancement, precisely
between the minus and plus; then we discover phenomena and can afterward
measure those phenomena, in intensity, as we know from our own lives.

(Rav Michael Laitman, November 29, 2021)

2. This means that | enter an agreement that is specifically not according to my
feelings, but that | must do it because it advances me toward the goal. And | commit
that | will see to it that this entire agreement among us will remain forever and ever,
like salt that does not spoil. Salt is the only thing in the world that does not spoil over
time. And so we must look at everything that happens among us — all the
agreements, everything we do among us — it must be for eternity, and we will guard
it no matter what happens, and we ask the Creator that He, too, will guard it together
with us and obligate us to remain in a "covenant of salt."

(Rav Michael Laitman, November 15, 2023)

3. We must understand that in every single place we have a connection with the
Creator, and we must establish at every step that we have a covenant of salt. That is
to say, if love is operating among us, if there is connection among us, a relationship
between us, closeness, or not — in every state we act according to what was before,
and draw even closer between us. We do not look at what there is today, but rather
continue all the things that were before, and even more of them tomorrow. The nost
important is the agreement that is operating among us, and the agreement is made
at a time when there is room for connection, and then from the connection that we
now feel exists among us, we must act. Why? Because it is clear that our path is
made entirely from descents and ascents — "and there was evening and there was
morning, one day". Every new stage begins from darkness, from separation, from
lack of forces, from lack of desire, and we must act according to what we had before,



according to that desire, according to that great inclination, the great yearning that
we had before, even though we have nothing now.

So we must awaken such states from the past in order to be drawn toward the future
through them — and so we will see. This is called "upon all your offerings you shall
offer salt": in all the measures of nearing, as you draw closer, you can draw closer
only on condition that you take from yesterday, from all the previous states, your
awakenings, continue them and even more of them over the current states, and thus
advance.

This is called making a "covenant," a bond, a bond of "salt." That is, salt is something
that does not spoil; on the contrary, when you put salt on something it preserves it. If
we draw closer in such a way that we have no special awakening right now, no
special attraction, no special bond, but we draw it from yesterday, from what we had,
to today, and today we use the awakening from yesterday — this is called drawing
closer. "You shall offer," "upon all your offerings you shall offer salt." Offering
(korban) is from the word "close" (karov), to draw closer; so how is it possible to
draw closer to the Creator each time more and more? Precisely by taking all the
inspirations we had yesterday and continuing them tomorrow.

This work of ours is very important, because this is precisely our own participation.
We have nothing; we are not the Creator and have forces of bestowal that we can
develop and amplify. But when we reveal in this way what we had before — the
awakening we had before — and use it for the lack of awakening we have now, then
we truly act in this. It is true that we are using an awakening we had yesterday from
the Creator, but now we are using it in a place where we have no awakening from
the Creator, and that is our work. Otherwise the created being has no spiritual forces
whatsoever; it is impossible to awaken in any other way but to take the good we
received yesterday and use it for what we lack today.

This is called "upon all your offerings you shall offer salt": if you want to draw closer,
to perform an action of your own — please, do so, you have the possibility. Because
what was yesterday has already been; you can take it and use it as though it is
yours.

(Rav Michael Laitman, November 29, 2021)

4. Certainly the power of the covenant to hold ourselves even in states that are
against nature — we can receive that power only from the Creator. And certainly the
separation among us is done through the increase of the will to receive, the opening
of the broken will to receive at yet another stage, yet another stage, with more
quantity and quality, whereby we feel ourselves growing afar.

So these two states come to us from one source — from the Creator. On the one
hand He opens for us an ever-greater will to receive; on the other hand, if we want,
we can use the force of the covenant that comes from Him. How should we feel
ourselves — using both of these means in order to hold on to the Creator?

We must exist all the time in the increase of the will to receive. The Creator opens
the broken will to receive and releases it each time a little more and a little more and



a little more; it awakens in us and thus we advance. We advance in that the will to
receive grows greater each time and we must overcome it, be above it, and
nevertheless be in connection between us. We can be in connection between us if
we receive power from the Creator. That power is called the force of the covenant.

Certainly it is a new force that comes from the Creator each time, like the will to
receive. But it comes to us from the fact that we decided and took upon ourselves a
commitment to be together despite all the forces of separation that awaken in us, or
that the Creator awakens in us. That is to say, the evil force, the ego that awakens, is
certainly awakened by the Creator, and He says so: "l created the evil inclination" —
at every single moment He reveals it more. And on the other hand, there is the force
of the covenant, and we can use its force, the force of unification. If we begin the
path and commit, then we have the ability to use the force of connection, and thus
connect all the broken vessels that are revealed for the time being, and advance.
(Rav Michael Laitman, December 13, 2018)

5. What is the difference between the covenant with the Creator and the covenant
with the friends in the ten?

First a covenant with the friends, and then from that same covenant we rise to the
degree of a covenant with the Creator. A covenant is a bond. So first of all, what is
close to us, and then with the Creator. Certainly both are done by the Creator. He
brings down the reforming light and this is how we connect.

(Rav Michael Laitman, November 26, 2023)

6. We are preparing ourselves for this. A "covenant" means the form of the bond that
exists between the desires in order to connect them into one vessel. This is called a
"covenant." Until we reach a connection to such a degree that it is called the
"Temple" — where we can reveal there the entire left side and the entire right side
correctly, and the Creator is revealed in His form, as He should be revealed at the
end of correction.

(Rav Michael Laitman, April 18, 2017)

7. We must understand where the obligation to make the covenant comes from,
because we have a beginning and an end in our path that exist from the outset.
There is nothing new in what we are doing. We are simply realizing our records.
Therefore it turns out that the covenant is not in that we are searching for a new way;
We need only to see, to feel, what lies before us right now, on every single day, at
every single moment — what the Creator awakens, which records He awakens in us
— and we must realize those records. That is to say, connect them together so that
in the end there will be such a connection in it that He will be able to reveal Himself
within that connection as closely as possible — that the plus, the minus, all the
circumstances, all the phenomena, everything there is, we must actually connect
together and attribute to Him, and our entire correction is in this.

(Rav Michael Laitman, July 27, 2020)

8. What is the covenant over? What does one make a covenant over? What does
one commit to?



A person commits through his vessels — that is, through the ten — otherwise there
is no covenant. There is no covenant while | am under Pharaoh's rule. There is no
one with whom to make a covenant; | am not free. That is to say, only if | feel that |
am exiting Pharaoh, that | can get out of Pharaoh. Because what is the condition for
exiting Pharaoh? | come from the enslavement of Pharaoh to the enslavement of the
Creator. There is nothing in between — only the decision: either this rule or that rule,
one of the two. So it is possible to exit Pharaoh's rule to the Creator's rule only if |
make a covenant. A covenant is made by me, the group, and the Creator — that we
want to be bound together in one point of unification. A covenant means unity, a
bond.

(Rav Michael Laitman, February 3, 2019)

9. To accept the covenant we need conditions. These are conditions not only for that
moment, when we are now in a state where we understand that we must reach the
goal together and not otherwise, and so on — but we also agree to all those
conditions in order to keep the covenant. Suppose you once got married and signed;
now, to what extent do you fulfill all those promises that you declared or merely
intended — that is the question. So in the covenant with the Creator we must fulfill all
His laws, those that are revealed and those that will be revealed. And you seemingly
sign in advance for what will come later. And here, therefore, you must marry the
society, in which you fulfill all these conditions in order to constantly build a place for
the revelation of the Creator, for adhesion with Him. Even though you marry the
Creator in order to achieve adhesion with Him, in actuality you connect with the
environment in which you build the place for adhesion, for the revelation of the
Creator. Therefore, when we speak about the covenant, there are several conditions
here that we must understand and accept.

(Rav Michael Laitman, July 27, 2020)

10. "Making the covenant" is a special thing; From the very outset, from the
beginning of our lives, from the beginning of our foundation, we must stand ready for
the making of a covenant. We truly sign, decide, and take upon ourselves that path,
that goal, which is against our will, against our nature, entirely unrelated to us for the
time being. But we accept it because we begin to understand — according to the
root of the soul within us — how much this is opposed to our nature. That we have
two opposite forms: our root, which is entirely from the Creator, and all the rest, the
evil inclination, which is an opposite form to Him, and how we exist between these
two forms, the opposite forces, and strive to connect between them.

But the connection is in that we specifically bring them into collision with one another.
Through that collision, when we feel ourselves in a bad state — in confusion, in
bewilderment, in falling, in helplessness, in lack of forces — we nonetheless
scrutinize these states all the way to the worst state, which is the Ninth of Ay,
destruction; we see that we have no possibility whatsoever to do something on our
own. And then we approach the Ninth of Av where everything is destroyed, where
we have no correct spark except for the one tiniest spark that holds us because the
Creator gives it to us and shines in it. And then through it we can nonetheless reach



this making of the covenant, and from that lowest, most terrible place we will
establish the complete, corrected vessel. And thus from the Ninth of Av, which is
destruction — in that very place, at that very time, in that very state — we will reach
construction, correction. And "darkness shall shine as light" — thus we shall all arise
to life; this has been promised to all. It already exists. All these states already exist.
We need only to strive to realize them, to enliven and reveal them.

(Rav Michael Laitman, July 27, 2020)



