
 

 
Dear President Folt, Interim Provost Graddy, and Senior Vice President Washington, 
 
As USC faculty, we have become aware that graduate student workers are seeking to form a 
union and engage in collective bargaining. This is not without precedent at USC; there are 
several other unions operating on campus already. We respect the right of graduate student 
workers to make this decision without any interference from USC administration or supervisors.  
 
We care about our graduate student workers and our ability to support and mentor them in their 
development as scholars and researchers. Furthermore, we are proud of the world-renowned 
teaching and research we do together. We intend to remain neutral and will not attempt to 
interfere with grad students’ rights to choose freely whether to form a union, and we encourage 
our colleagues, and administration, to do the same. 
 
Signed, 
 
Howard A. Rodman, Past president, AAUP-USC.  Professor, School of Cinematic Arts. 
Christina Dunbar-Hester, Acting president, AAUP-USC. Professor, Annenberg School 
Michael Bodie, Past treasurer, AAUP/USC, Assoc. Prof. of Cinematic Practice, SCA 
Larry Gross, Professor, Annenberg School 
Ryan Boyd, Associate Professor (Teaching) of Writing, USC Dornsife 
Cristina Visperas, Assistant Professor, Annenberg School  
Tara McPherson, HMH Foundation Endowed Professor, School of Cinematic Arts 
Carly Kenkel, Assistant Professor, Department of Biological Sciences, USC Dornsife 
Paul Adler, Professor, Marshall School of Business 
Aniko Imre, Professor, School of Cinematic Arts 
Kelly T. Sanders, Associate Professor, Sonny Astani 
Felipe de Barros, Associate Professor, Sonny Astani 
Adam Smith, Associate Professor, Sonny Astani 
Lucio Soibelman, Fred Champion Estate Chair and Professor, Sonny Astani 
Virignia Kuhn, Professor of Cinematic Practice, SCA 
Janis Yue, Assistant Professor of Clinical Occupational Therapy, Chan Division of Occupational 
Science and Occupational Therapy  
Lawrence Stevenson, Assistant Professor of Clinical Occupational Therapy, Chan Division of 
Occupational Science and Occupational Therapy   
Michael Petitti, Associate Professor (Teaching) of Writing, USC Dornsife 
Patti Taylor, Assistant Professor (Teaching), Dornsife Writing Program 
Ali Rachel Pearl, Lecturer, Dornsife Writing Program 
Kate Levin, Assistant (Teaching) Professor, Writing Program, Dornsife 
David Warshofsky, Professor of Theatre Practice, Director of MFA Acting, SDA 
Devin Griffiths, Member AAUP/USC Associate Professor of English and Comparative Literature, 
USC Dornsife 
Kate Havens, Associate Professor of Clinical Physical Therapy, Division of Biokinesiology and 
Physical Therapy 



 

Tessa Milman, Assistant Professor of Occupational Therapy, Chan Division of Occupational 
Science and Occupational Therapy 
Nitin Govil, Associate Professor, School of Cinematic Arts 
Michael Bunn, Professor (Teaching) of Writing), USC Dornsife 
Rochelle Gold, Associate (Teaching) Professor, Writing Program, Dornsife 
Trisha Tucker, Associate Teaching Professor of Writing, Thematic Option Honors Program 
John Carlos Rowe, USC Associate Professor of the Humanities 
Eli Levenson-Falk, Assistant Professor of Physics & Astronomy 
Akira M. Lippit, Professor of Cinema and Media Studies and Comparative Literature and East 
Asian Languages and Cultures 
Lan Duong, Associate Professor 
Giancarlo Cornejo, Assistant Professor of Cinema and Media Studies 
Thomas Pringle, Assistant Professor of Cinema and Media Studies 
Kara Keeling, Professor of Cinema and Media Studies and American Studies and Ethnicity 
Jennifer J. Wild, Associate Professor of Cinema and Media Studies and French/Italian 
Priya Jaikumar, Professor, Cinema and Media Studies. 
Rory Spence, Associate Professor of Teaching, BISC/QCB 
Kelly Yunqiu Luo, Assistant Professor of Physics & Astronomy 
Peter Chung, Assistant Professor of Physics and Astronomy 
Michael Edge, Assistant Professor of Quantitative and Computational Biology 
Stephan Haas, Professor of Physics and Astronomy 
Mike Ananny, Associate Professor of Communication and Journalism 
Jennifer Hook, Professor of Sociology 
Natania Meeker, Associate Professor of French and Comparative Literature 
Jill McNitt-Gray, Professor Biological Sciences 
Laura Isabel Serna, Associate Professor of History and Cinema and Media Studies 
Brett Sheehan, Professor, History and East Asian Languages and Cultures 
Bill Deverell, Professor of History 
Aro Velmet, Assistant Professor of History 
Joan Flores-Villalobos, Assistant Professor, History Department 
Marjorie Ruth Becker Associate Professor History and English 
Alice Baumgartner (History) 
Richard Antaramian, Associate Professor of History 
Lindsay O'Neill, Associate Professor (Teaching) 
Kiki Benzon, Associate Professor of Practice, School of Cinematic Arts 
Steven J. Ross, Distinguished Professor of History 
Joshua Goldstein, Professor History 
Nora Dixon, Assistant Professor of Clinical Occupational Therapy, Chan Division of 
Occupational Science and Occupational Therapy 
Kris Pardo, Assistant Professor of Physics and Astronomy 
Lisa Schweitzer, Department of Urban Planning and Spatial Analysis, Gender and Sexuality 
Studies 
Vera Gluscevic, Gabilan Assistant Professor of Physics and Astronomy 
Suzanne Hudson, Professor of Art History and Fine Arts 



 

Julian Gutierrez Albilla, Professor of Comparative Literature and Spanish and Portuguese 
Robert Waller, Associate Professor (Teaching) of Writing, Dornsife 
J.D. Connor, Cinema & Media Studies 
Sandra Ross, Associate Professor 
Jason Zevin, Associate Professor of Psychology and Linguistics 
Pamela Douglas 
Alison Trope, Annenberg School for Communication 
Paul Lichterman, Professor of Sociology and Religion 
Jenny Chio, Associate Professor of East Asian Languages & Cultures and Anthropology 
Sarah Rebecca Kessler, Assistant Professor of English and Comparative Literature 
Nathan Perl-Rosenthal, History, Spatial Sciences, and Law 
Antonio Idini Associate Professor of Italian, RTPC 
Wayne Sandholtz, McCone Chair in International Relations 
Amanda Tyree, Clinical Asst. Professor, Keck School of Medicine 
David Howard, Professor 
Ann Owens, Professor of Sociology 
Cavan Concannon, Prof. of Religion 
Christina C. Davidson, History 
Amy Ogata, Professor of Art History 
Amy Knight Powell, Associate Professor of Art History 
Ed Avol, Professor Emeritus, Keck Sch of Medicine 
Eduardo Tinoco, Associate University Librarian & Business Librarian, USC Libraries 
Janet Alison Hoskins, Professor of Anthropology and Religion 
Andrew Lakoff, Professor of Sociology and Anthropology 
Andrea Ballestero, Associate Professor of Anthropology 
Sean Fraga, Assistant Professor (Teaching) of Environmental Studies and History  
Juan De Lara, Associate Professor, American Studies and Ethnicity 
Olivia C. Harrison, Associate Professor of French and Comparative Literature 
Beth Pyatak, Associate Professor, Chan Division of OS/OT 
Ann Marie Yasin, Associate Professor of Art History and Classics 
Lisa Bitel, Dean’s Professor of Religion & Professor of History 
Susan Segal, Professor of English (Teaching) 
Professor Jeremy Kagan 
Antonio Idini, Associate Professor of Italian (Teaching) 
Ariela Gross, John B. and Alice R. Sharp Professor of Law and History 
Andy Campbell, Associate Professor, Roski School of Art and Design 
Wayne Sandholtz, John A. McCone Chair in International Relations 
Sunyoung Park, Associate Professor of East Asian Languages and Cultures and Gender 
Studies and Sexuality 
Laura Castañeda, Professor of Professional Practice, Annenberg School for Communication 
and Journalism 
Sarah Mesle, Associate Professor (Teaching) 
Alice Gambrell, Associate Professor of English 
Jill Sohm (Associate Professor, Teaching) 



 

Emily Zeamer, Anthropology 
Allison Hartnett, Assistant Professor of Political Science and International Relations, Middle 
East Studies 
Thomas Michael Allen, Associate Professor of Practice, Thornton School of Music 
Dan Simon, Richard L. and Maria B. Crutcher Professor of Law & Psychology 
Leah Pate, Associate Professor (Teaching) 
Andrea Parra, Professor (Teaching), Latin American and Iberian Cultures 
Nicholas De Dominic, Associate Professor (Teaching) of Writing 
Scott Applebaum, Assistant Professor (Teaching) 
Stephanie Bower, Professor (Teaching) Writing Program 
Dowell Myers, Professor, Price School of Public Policy 
Morteza Dehghani, Associate Professor of Psychology and Computer Science 
Thomas G. Cummings, Professor of Management and Organization 
Jing Cui, Assistant Professor, Keck School of Medicine 
Marianna Chodorowska-Pilch, Professor (Teaching) of Spanish 
Lanita Jacobs Associate Professor 
Sam Mistrano, Associate Teaching Professor, School of Social Work 
Dmitri Williams, Professor of Communication 
Peer Fiss, Professor of Management & Organization, and Sociology 
Janet Batchler, Associate Professor, John Wells Division of Writing for Screen and Television 
Carmen M Lee, Clinical Associate Professor 
Diane Winston, Annenberg 


