
Clarinet upgrade guide

Why a step up instrument?
You may be wondering, “why buy a step up instrument?” “ What makes it different or better than
the instrument my student already owns?” Well, student and beginner model instruments are
made to be durable and sturdy and to have certain playing characteristics that help young
players get started on the instrument. This is great for beginners, but as students become better
players they outgrow these instruments.
Step up instruments are made to sound better, to be more resonant and to allow the player
more freedom to play louder or softer. These instruments are made out of higher quality
materials and have much more hand-crafting in them. These instruments are more fun to play
and allow your student more artistic freedom to craft the music as opposed to a student model
instrument.

What instruments should I look for?
There are two types of step up instruments, “intermediate” and “professional” level. I
recommend skipping the intermediate level instruments as they are (usually) just a slightly nicer
made student model instrument. Professional instruments are the top of the line instruments
that will last your student a lifetime of music making. There is usually a steep cost increase to a
professional instrument, but it is worth it in the long term lifespan of the instrument and the
enjoyment the student gets from playing on such a high quality instrument.

Where can I find these instruments?
These types of instruments can be purchased all over. You can go try them out at local music
stores like Separk Music in Clemmons, Moore Music or Music and Arts in Greensboro and
Jackson's Music in Winston Salem. You can buy them new online from
WoodwindBrasswind.com or buy them used on ebay, though you have a great risk of getting a
defective, old or broken instrument on auction sites.

Dillon Music in Woodbridge, N.J. has an extensive online store and is well known for being an
honest and trustworthy store. Their inventory of used flutes can be found here:
https://www.dillonmusic.com/woodwinds/flutes/flutes/

What does Mr. Shoemaker Recommend?
Flutes
https://www.wwbw.com/Pearl-Flutes-Dolce-Series-Professional-Flute-466907.wwbw
https://www.wwbw.com/Pearl-Flutes-795-Elegante-Series-Flute-466959.wwbw
https://www.wwbw.com/Azumi-AZ3-Flute-H91020.wwbw

Piccolos
https://www.wwbw.com/Pearl-Flutes-PFP-105-Grenaditte-Piccolo-466949-466949000000000.w
wbw
https://www.wwbw.com/Yamaha-YPC-62-Professional-Piccolo-H74568.wwbw
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