
Texas Anti-Poverty Project 
 
Ongoing Actions: 
The Texas Anti-Poverty Project is researching the recent agreement between Travis County and 
Tesla to improve contractor wages and access to high-paying jobs for local residents who are 
part of the working poor.  
 
 
Work So Far:  

●​ Meeting with Texas Senator Judith Zaffirini and Travis County Judge Andy Brown and 
Commissioner Margaret Gomez about a potential investment vehicles such as Section 
381 and Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone around the new Tesla Gigafactory to make 
investments in education, job training, and other community needs in Del Valle  

●​ Education about strategies highlighted in NY Times, Tamarack Institute (Canada), and 
Central Iowa 

●​ Partnering with other Austin organizations (LifeWorks, Community First! Village, and 
Capital IDEA) to conduct house meetings to understand issues and identify leaders of 
families impacted by poverty. 

Why? 
 
Jewish tradition is filled with commandments to help the poorest among us: feed the hungry, 
clothe the naked, care for the widow and orphan. When we organize to place working class 
voices at the center of how our community morally responds to poverty, we not only improve the 
advocacy we undertake, but fundamentally empower those who the Torah compels us to uplift. 

https://comptroller.texas.gov/economy/local/ch311/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/04/opinion/canada-poverty-record.html
https://www.tamarackcommunity.ca/citiesreducingpoverty?utm_campaign=welcome%20new%20subscriber&utm_source=hs_automation&utm_medium=email&utm_content=76385832&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_kUEP_wHuinRTFuhL6FR6M4tLN6TPUCh1BsTsXdd1yABGr1sgEqZaHKXVIOSP0EBqAb430WyE_Zn6uvCriJWUhA0wWwA&_hsmi=76385832
https://opportunitydsm.com/
https://www.lifeworksaustin.org/
https://mlf.org/community-first/
https://www.capitalidea.org/
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