To
The Principal Scientific Adviser,
Government of India

Dear Professor Sood,

Given the anticipated reductions in public research funding in the United States, many scientists currently
working there are exploring alternative opportunities. In particular, a number of Indian scientists would be
keen to return to India, provided the right conditions are in place. This presents a valuable opportunity for
India to attract top scientific talent.

In this context, Yann LeCun, Chief Scientist at Meta, recently remarked that the U.S. appears to be “set on
destroying its public research funding system,” suggesting that Europe may now have an opportunity to
attract some of the world’s best scientists. Recognizing this, European policymakers are already considering
measures to facilitate the recruitment of researchers from the U.S. For instance, Ekaterina Zaharieva, the
European Commissioner for Research and Innovation, recently indicated that the creation of a “special
passport” for scientists is under discussion.

We believe that India, too, should seize this moment to strengthen its scientific ecosystem by welcoming
accomplished researchers.

To this end, we would like to propose a few potential measures that could help achieve this goal:

1. Introducing a generous new fellowship/grant open to faculty members at all career stages to help
attract those who wish to return to India from abroad. (some of the signatories believe that such a
fellowship should be available to all, while others believe it should be exclusive to foreign returnees).

2. Increasing the hiring capacity of institutions to enable the recruitment of more scientists.

Additionally, we strongly recommend the following steps, which would not only support this initiative but also
enhance the research environment in India more broadly:

1. Removing age-related restrictions for faculty recruitment (such as the age limit of 35 for assistant
professors).

2. Establishing a unified job application portal for IITs, IISERs, and research institutes, similar to the
Academic Jobs Online (AJO) system, to simplify the application process and reduce duplication of
effort on the part of applicants. However, the recruitment process should remain decentralised and
autonomous to individual institutions.

3. Easing any restrictions that may hinder foreign researchers from obtaining permanent academic
positions in India.

We sincerely hope that these suggestions will be considered. Attracting top-tier scientific talent has the
potential to significantly advance research and innovation in India.

Best Regards,

Professor Gaurav Sharma, Indian Institute of Technology Hyderabad

Professor Amitabha Bandyopadhya, Indian Institute of Technology Kanpur
Professor Sumeet Pal Singh, ULB, Brussels, Belgium

Professor Rahul Siddharthan, The Institute of Mathematical Sciences, Chennai
Professor Dhiraj Kumar Hazra, The Institute of Mathematical Sciences, Chennai
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Professor Vishwesha Guttal, Indian Institute of Science

Professor Sibasish Ghosh, IMSc, Chennai

Professor subhradip ghosh, [IT Guwahati

Dr Raguanthan Devendran, Martin-Luther University

Dr Venkatesh V Ranjan, University of North Carolina

Dr Rishi Modi, Texas A&M University

Dr Ankit Sahay, Indian Institute of Technology Madras

Dr Kanwardeep Singh Dhalih, S D College, Hosharpur

Dr Amar Bharti, IIT Bombay

Dr Ronak Gupta, University of Paris Cite (CNRS)

Dr Mrifunjay Verma, IIT Indore

Dr Rajan Kumar Tiwari, George Washington University, Washington, DC (GWU). School of Medicine
and Health Science

Dr Murari Mandal, KIIT Bhubaneswar

Dr Goutam Das, RWTH Aachen University

Dr Varun Gumma, Indian Institute of Technology Madras

Dr Animesh Sharma, Norwegian University of Technology

Dr Kirthana Kunikullaya U, Karolinska Institutet

Dr Utkarsh Kashyap, School of Basic Sciences, CSJM University, Kanpur
Dr Sayanta Bera, United States Department of Agriculture

Dr Seema Prasad,TU Dresden

Dr Harshad Deshmukh, Google

Dr Ankita Jha, National Institutes of Health

Dr Sushant Bangru, Morgridge Institute for Research/ UW Madison
Dr Raghavendra Tripathi, New York University, Abu Dhabi

Dr Deepak K Singh, Albert Einstein College of Medicine, NewYork
Dr Rohit Kapila, Florida International University

Dr Alisha Gogia, Florida International University

Dr Jyoti Prakash, Opentext India

Dr Tushar Garg, University of California Dresden

Dr Saurav Sharma, TU Delft, Netherlands

Dr Rhishita Chourashi, University of Maryland Baltimore

Dr Aravindhan Venkateswar, Ecole Polytechnique Federale de Lausanne
Dr Aritta Gon, University of Edinburgh

Dr Abhishek Roy, Sogang University, Seoul

Dr Koustav Dey, Missouri University of Science and Technology, USA
Dr Nur Amin Hoque, Indian Association for the Cultivation of Science
Dr Devanand Thanissery, Vidyashilp University

Dr Kandadai Venkata Anant, South Dakota School of Mines and Technology
Dr Rohit Kishan Ray, Institute for Basic Science, Daejeon, Korea

Dr Gouranga Kole, National Taiwan University

Dr Shyam Phartyal, Nalanda University, Rajgiri

Dr Budhaditya Bhattacharjee, Institute for Basic Science

Dr Labani Mallick, University of Manitoba, Canada

Dr AYAN KUMAR BANERJEI, WOXSEN UNIVERSITY

Dr Hardepinder Singh, NIT Uttarakhand

Dr Nirmalya Kajuri, IIT Mandi

Dr Nitin Gupta, Hong Kong University of Science and Technology

Dr Yogesh Kalakoti, Linképing University, Sweden

Dr Bhupesh Kumar, University of St-Andrews

Dr Subramanya Sadasiwa, Private citizen
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Dr Heerak Banerjee, TU Munich

Dr Gaurav Saxena, LG Electronics Toronto Al Lab

Dr Tomoijit Chowdhury, University of Chicago

Dr Vishal Kumar Gupta, National Institute of Health

Dr Nilesh Rai, Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory, New York, USA
Dr Sandeep Kumar Maddheshiya, Indian Institute of Technology Roorkee
Dr Sumit Kumar, Royal Holloway, University of London

Ms Shailja Kumari, Student

Ms Aruna, University of Sussex

Ms Harsha Sah, IIT Madras

Ms Ishita Shreshtha, Birla Institute of Technology

Ms Deepa Maurya, Savitribai Phule Pune University

Ms Amruta Swaminathan, Stowers Institute for Medical Research, USA
Ms Soumita Ghosh, XLRI JAMSHEDPUR

Ms Shutti Gudla, SVNIT

Ms Vishruti, Private citizen

Ms Madhumita Vadlamannati, Private citizen

Mr Arpit Das, University of Edinburgh

Mr Pranav Gupta, Thapar University

Mr Anirban Ganguly, Chennai Mathematical Institute

Mr Aritra Mandal, SUNY Buffalo, CERN

Mr Sayan Kumar Sarkar, private citizen

Mr Shivang Yadav, University of South Carolina

Mr Sainaath Ramesh, BIT, Durg

Mr Bhavay Tyagi, University of Houston

Mr Siddharth Kumar Sahoo, National Institute of Technology Rourkela
Mr Nirmish Nitin Sarmalkar, Physics undergraduate

Mr KALYAN ANKAM, Private Citizen

Mr Anshuman Singh, Private Citizen

Mr Shreyas M, private citizen

Mr Athar baig, Private citizen

Mr Tanishe Bhavinbhai Desa, Private Citizen

Mr Chodvadiya Jaimin, [IT Hyderabad

Mr Siddharth Krishna Senthi, University of Texas at at Dallas
Mr Samarthya Diwakar, Dayalbagh Education Institute, Agra
Mr Akash Kumar Singh, DIAT Pune

Mr Suryansh Srivastava, IlIT Hyderabad, India

Mr Amey Pravin Yeole, Freie Universitat Berlin

Mr Anantharaman S V, Ashoka University

Mr Amit Pal, National Institute of Animal Biotechnology

Mr Archi Banerjee, IIT Kharagpur

Mr Dev Raheja, University of Hyderabad

Mr Shubham Verma, IISER Mohali

Mr Vijayakumar S, CSIR NIIST

Mr Ishan Chakraborty, Currently a High-school student

Mr Akshat Pathrikar, Ramakrishna Mission VN

Mr Aryaman Goel, Indian Institute of Technology Kanpur

Mr Saurav Roy, Mizoram University

Mr Avideep Mukherjee, Indian Institute of Technology Kanpur
Mr Abhimanyu Singh, Indian Institute of Technology Kanpur
Mr Karpur Shukla, Brown University
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Mr Sagnik Chatterjee, Il1IT-Dehi

Mr Neel Vaddafria, Montana State University

Mr Aayushman, IIT Madras

Mr Govind Krishnan, Author and independent journalist

Mr Mohd Shahrukh, Private Citizen

Mr Mohd Shahrukh, Private Citizen

Mr Vishesh Vatsal, Skyserve

Mr Devang Bajpai, Chattrapati Sahu Ji Maharaj University

Mr Tarang Vashisht, IISER-Mohali

Mr Kaustubh Mukund Vispu, Indian Institute of technology Guwahati

Mr M.Harshanth Ram, IISER Pune

Mr Krishnakant, Kanpur University

Mr Aniket Nath, NISER

Mr Thejas A Nair, IIT Mandi

Mr Roshan Singh, Indian Institute of Technology Delhi

Mr Arnab Prakash Dey, TCG-CREST, Kolkata

Mr AVIRAL VERMA, NISER BHUBANESWAR

Mr Pankaj Bhambhani, private citizen

Mr Yadnesh Abhyankar, Nil

Mr Meda Kowshik Siddartha, private citizen

Mr Hritwik Haldar, MIT

Mr Manduva Nimanth, BITS Goa

Mr Rakesh NJ, Jawaharlal Nehru New College of Engineering Shivamogga
Mr Shashank Mishra, Harish-Chandra Research Institute

Mr Pranjal Tiwari, ISER Mohali

Mr Sarvesh Chakraborty, Industry

Mr Aman Kumar Jha, Institute of Engineering &

Mr Amit Kharvandikar, Max Planck Institute for Plasma Physics, Germany
Mr Joydeep Naskar, Northeastern University, Boston

Mr Mateen Mohsin, [IT Delhi alumnus

Mr Aryan Singh, Indian Institute of Technology

Mr SRICHANDAN TEJA MAKAMI, Walmart Global Technology

Mr AMULYA SHARMA, IIT MADRAS

Mr Ninad Padur Althal, Private Citizen

Mr Pranav R lyengar, Imperial College London

Mr Kumar Ashish, Indian Institute of Technology, Mandi

Mr Amit Asha Anand Bagad, An Honorary Doctorate in Management from Dunster Business School
Switzerland

Mr Jyotirmoy barman, International centre for the theoretical sciences TIFR Bangalore
Mr Soumodeep Mitra, University of South Dakota

Mr Manas Raikar, Indian Institute of Science Education & Research (IISER), Pune
Mr Vivek Gurunath Sabarad, Indian Institute of Science Education & Research (IISER), Pune
Mr Sudhir Gholap, Inter-University Centre for for Astronomy and Astrophysics, PUNE
Mr Atharva Chandan Patil, Aix-Marseille University

Mr Aditya Aryan, IISER Berhampur

Mr Sarthak Talukdar, King's College London

Mr Surya Ketaraju, Indian Institute of Technology, Bhilai

Mr Harsh Varia, NIPER-Guwahati

Mr Alok Kumar Dash, Private Citizen

Mr Swastik Patnaik, Centre for Ecological Sciences, |ISc

Mr Parmest Roy, Shiv Nadar Institution of Eminence



157. Mr Samrat Dey, Indian Institute of Science Education & Research, Bhopal
158. Mr Pradyumna Shyama Pras, National University of Singapore
159. Mr Piyush Singh, CMP degree college Prayagraj

160. Mr Sanskar Mani Tripathi, ISER Mohali

161. Mr Neel Vadddaria, Montana State University

162. Mr Anshuman Acharya, Max Planck Institute for Astrophysics
163. Mr Akash Sharma, Ramakrishna Mission VN

164. Mr Abhishek Sachan, Private citizen

165. Mr Anirudh Murali, Private citizen

166. Mr Abhineet Agarwal, Indian Institute of Technology Bombay
167. Mr Gaurav khanduri, JMI, New Delhi

168. Mr Anurag Sharma, Private citizen

169. Mr Anuj Bhandari, Private Citizen

170. Aayush Verma, Stanford (visiting 1ITK)

171. Sandhya Anchamkudy, Forschungszentrum Jiilii

172. Bidyaratna A. Hota, IISER, Mohali

173. Ruhti Banik, private citizen

174. Mr Atul Tiwari,lIT-ISM Dhanbad

175. Mr S M Akhtar Faheem, Private Citizen

176. Mr Sujay Pamidikalva, Private Citizen



