
Report on the Origins of Compliance #: CE23-0057 

At the Skagit County Commissioner’s meeting on May 30th, 2023, the 3 county commissioners and Will 

Honea discussed Resolution No. R20230107 which authorized litigation to abate a public nuisance at a 

property owned by Larry Jensen (Parcel Number P22291). During this discussion the 3 commissioners 

and Will Honea made a point to talk about Skagit County’s code enforcement procedures and the 

necessity of a “Request for Investigation” completed by a concerned citizen or business. This 

complaint-based system is supposed to ensure that there is no unfair treatment under the law. 

 

In response to Public Records Request 23-0967, Code Compliance Officer Tom Wenzl confirmed that the 

complaint that led to Compliance #: CE23-0057 was internally generated by PDS staff for building, 

zoning, and Natural Resources (Critical Areas) violations. 



 

In response to this information, Public Records Request 23-1185 was submitted requesting 

documentation of this internal complaint including the name of the PDS staff. This yielded the following 

response. 



 

 

 

From here, two related yet distinct public records requests were made in hopes of identifying the 

specific Fire Marshall employee who initiated the internal complaint. 

Public Records Request 23-1290: 



According to the response on Records Request 23-1185,​
​
A member of the Fire Marshall department notified Tom Wenzl that a new stack of shipping containers 

with an electronic sign had been installed on Larry Jensen’s property on Bradshaw Road (Parcel: P22291) 

which lead to Compliance CE23-0057​
​
This is a request for all official communication between the Fire Marshall department and Tom Wenzl 

related to Wenzl’s RFI and Site Visit on 3/29/2023 

Public Records Request 23-1291: 

According to the response on Records Request 23-1185,​
​
A member of the Fire Marshall department notified Tom Wenzl that a new stack of shipping containers 

with an electronic sign had been installed on Larry Jensen’s property on Bradshaw Road (Parcel: P22291) 

which lead to Compliance CE23-0057​
​
This is a request for documentation of the specific-Fire Marshall department staff member that notified 

Tom Wenzl and led to his RFI and Site Visit on 3/29/2023 

Despite being distinct and separate requests, they were combined into one request, and request 

23-1290 which requested official communication was sidestepped and closed. Request 23-1291 was 

determined to have no identifiable record and was closed. 

 

 

 



Since the two requests were wrongly labeled as duplicates, this was pointed out and a request for official 

communications as stated in request 23-1290 was reiterated. It took 16 days and further persistence to 

get an answer. 

 

 

 

At this point it has been confirmed that there is no documented origin of the internally generated 

complaint that led to Compliance #: CE23-0057. As the three Commissioners and Will Honea openly 

discussed at the meeting on May 30th, 2023, the request for investigation system of code enforcement 

exists to ensure there is no unfair treatment under the law. This reasoning is nullified and potential 

unfair treatment cannot be ruled out when code enforcement is based on internal complaints with no 

documented origin, as is the case with Compliance #: CE23-0057.  

A submitted RFI was never given as an identifiable record in any of the relevant public records requests 

made regarding Compliance #: CE23-0057. Yet as stated in Skagit County Code Enforcement Operations 

and Prioritization Policy, “PDS staff should not investigate alleged violations without a completed RFI 

Form.” 



 


