How to make Windows 10 look
like Windows 7

Hello people of blips.club, today I will be
explaining how I was able to create this beauty:
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This is what Windows 10 should look like before
the skin:



About Windows

R Windows10

Microsoft Windows
1809 (0S Build 17763.316)
© 2018 Microsoft Corporation. Al rights reserved.

The Windows 10 Enterprise LTSC operating system and its user
existing

interface
are protected by trademark and other pending or tual

intellectual

ding
property rights in the United States and other countries fregions,

iis product is licensed under the Microsoft Software License

The version of Windows 10 I'm using for the
example is Windows 10 Enterprise LTSC (Long-Term
Support Channel) but it should work on any
version Windows 10 including 22H2.

If you have any theming software installed
already please disable or uninstall it before
following this tutorial, anyways lets continue
with the guide.

Download link for everything in this tutorial 1is
right here.


https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ux-B3NNTEHekOqDLCm2oIEk5AXf3Y9Tn?usp=share_link

Step 1 -
Preparing/Basics

First thing we’re gonna do is change the
winver branding to say Windows 7 instead of
Windows 10. To do this go to C:\Windows and
rename the Branding folder to Branding.old
if you want to back it up before replacing
it, then drag in the branding folder from
the Pack and check winver. (To access it
Press Windows Key + R at the same time and
type “winver” in the Run prompt)

Before:
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Microsoft Windows
Version 1809 (05 Build 17763.316)
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This product is licensed under the Microsoft Software License
Terms to:

Windows User

After:
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Terms to:

Windows User
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Next we’'re gonna replace the Windows 10
icons with the Windows 7 icons, to do this
go to the “Icons” folder in the pack and
run the “Windows 7 IconPack By
2013Windows8.1"” executable. Then go thru
the setup, if you see this pop-up click yes
if you want to keep a restore point to
bring back the windows 10 icons if needed,
click no if you don’'t care if you can't



restore them.

Package Name: Windows 7 lconPack By 2013WindowsE.1

Author :  2013WindowsE.1

0%  Windows 14 "Windows 7 lconPack By 2013Windows8.1

Initializing. .. .
= Do you want to make a restore point?

(It will take some extra time}

Overall progress: [0/2)

For this tutorial I will be choosing no as
I'm using a vm so I'm probably gonna delete
it later anyway.

After this, the background of the screen
will be a solid colour for a few minutes
and it will install all of the Windows 7
icons.



Once you're done the window should look
like this:

B Windows 7 lconPack By 2013WindowsE8.1 —

+) Installed

[.. Logs ]

Package Installed: Windows 7 lconPack By 2013Windows8.1
Author: 2013Windowsg.1

05 Windows 10 x64

Total Files Patched: 2

Backup Available: Yes

Total Patching Time: ~182 .87 sec

Restore Point: No

Reboot Required: No

Finish

If you don’'t see the icons at first restart your
pc or wait a little bit and you should see them.

Next we’'re gonna change the volume and wi-fi
tray icons to the Windows 7 ones.



To do this go to the “CustomizerGod” folder in
the pack and open the CustomizerGod program.

Next go to the volume icons section and click on
this icon in the top right

ENECN L -] ]

Now select any icon and change it to the
respective icon that matches the one you
selected

Example:

Mute | M

¢ O

3 4

G|
¢ G



Now do this to each icon and it should work, I
tried selecting all of them at once and it
didn’t work so ig it's like a little bit more
time consuming now.

You have to do the same with the Network icons,
after that it should look like this:

Before:
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Next we’'re gonna install some old windows 7
programs, to do this go to the Games & Apps
folder in the pack.

First we’'re gonna install Windows Media Center,
before downloading it run the _TestRights.cmd
file and close the CMD window if it opens one.
Once you've done that run either the blue or



green versions aka InstallBLUE.cmd or
InstallGREEN.cmd. (If you're looking for
accuracy run the Blue version, the Green version
was exclusive to Windows 8/8.1)

It should install just fine after that,
unfortunately it didn’t work on the vm idk why
but here’s a screenshot from my main pc
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Next let’'s install the Games from Windows 7, run
the Windows 7 Games for Windows 10 and 8 exe and
walit a bit for the installation wizard to
pop-up. Then just go thru the installer and wait
for it to finish.



You should now see the games installed in the
start menu

Games

Mew
Chess
Mew
FreeCell
Mew

ot

-1

GameExplorer

Hearts
Mew

Intermet Backgammon
Mew

Intemet Checkers
Mew

Intermnet Spades
Mew

Mahjong
Mew

Minesweeper
Mew

More Games from Microsoft
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Purble Place
Mew

Soltaire

Mew
SpiderSolitaire
Mew

3

29 L

Do the same thing with the 0ld Task Manager,
Sticky Notes, Gadgets and Calculator installers



and you should be good.

L
File Options View Windows Help

Applications  Processes Services  Performance Networking  Users

-

Task
J Calculator
. Games & Apps Running
%4 Purble Place i
Sticky Notes

%% Purble Place

Game Help

PURBLE PLACE

Windows 7 4evar

: 6:51 PM
= B8 B Q2 o AOBO o B

(For the gadgets close the sidebar if you
want accuracy, since it wasn’'t in Windows 7
by default)
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Next we’'re gonna bring back the Windows 7
start menu, to do this go to the Start Menu

folder in the pack and run the Open-Shell
installer.



After you install it click the start button
and a menu should pop-up

0 Settings for Open-Shell Menu 4.4.167

po | Search Settings | ] Show all settings

Start Menu Style  Basic Settings  Skin Taskbar Customize Start Menu

Select the style for the start menu.

() Classic style () Classic with two columns
\;_}rlelnﬂ Explorer

- Command Promgpt

(3] wincdows naedia Player

(®) Windows 7 style

B, Remarie Deskiap Coraaina =
L Wendawi Live Meiienger
i Windown bisdia Pleym
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“-‘.-F‘ Dotumnesti ]
3+ settings

.:,_,' Seargh ]
0 Help and Support
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B 2 pown

andd Support
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Select skin...

[] Replace Start button Advanced button options...

Aero Classic Custom

@ Pick image..

Open-5hell Homepage Backup - Cancel

Click the replace start button option 1in
the button left and then choose custom and

then click pick image and choose Start orb
in the Start menu folder.



} |Search Settings | []Show all settings Help...

Start Menu Style  Basic Settings  Skin Taskbar Customize Start Menu

Select the style for the start menu,
() Classic style (O Classic with twe columns @Windows?style

Select skin...

Replace Start button Advanced button options...

() Aero (O Classic (® Custom

@ Pick image...

Open-5Shell Homepage Backup - Cancel

3 items 1 item selected 6.95 MB

Now you should have the Windows 7 start button,
but we’'re not done yet. Got to File Explorer and
then go to C:\Program Files\Open-Shell\Skins and
drag the WIN7LIKE COMBO revC.skin7 from the
Start menu folder into that folder. It should
look like this:



, « Local Disk (C:) * Program Files » Open-5hell » Skins w | () Search Skins K

Mame " Date modified Type Size
: || Classic Skin.skin 5/10/2021 713 AM SKIN File 89 KB
o || Classic Skin.skin7 5/10/2021 714 AM SKIMT File 105 KB
s & || Full Glass.skin 5/10/2021 713 AM SKIN File 356 KB
s . g || Metallic.skin7 5/10/2021 714 AN SKINT File 312 KB
o || Metro.skin 5/10/2021 715 AM  SKIN File a7 KB
o || Metro.skin? 5/10/2021 715 AM  SKIMT File 137 KB
10 to Win || Midnight.skin7 5/10/2021 715 AM  SKIMT File 179 KB
|| Smoked Glass.skin 5/10/2021 715 AM  SKIN File 209 KB
|| WINTLIKE COMBO revC.skin7 2/11/2018 %:38 AM  SKINT File 3,234 KB
|| Windows 8.skin 5/10/2021 715 AM  SKIN File 129 KB
|| Windows 8.skin7 5/10/2021 713 AM  SKINT File 164 KB
|| Windows Aero.skin 5/10/2021 713 AM SKIN File 336 KB
|| Windows Aero.skin7? 5/10/2021 713 AM SKINT File 400 KB
|| Windows Basic.skin 5/10/2021 713 AM SKIN File 335 KB
|| Windows XP Luna.skin 5/10/2021 713 AM SKIN File 913 KB

Then re-open the open shell menu (close the
window and right click the start button and
click settings) and go to the Skin tab and
change it to WIN7LIKE COMBO revC, after that
change the option under Glass color intensity to
this:

b Glasscnlurintensit}r
3 Brighter Metro color. Ensure 'Glass Override Color' is unchecked

'\:,' Metro color. Ensure 'Glass Override Celor' is unchecked
() High. C5M Override color taskbar match. eg. Menu & Taskbar color DBAG64

() Med. Win 10 taskbar color match
® Low opacity. Set'Glass Opacity' setting in 'Menu Look' tab, to menu 25, taskbar 30

() Low opacity, mild gradient. Set opacity menu 25, taskbar 30

Then go to the Menu Look tab and change the
Glass opacity to 25



' Settings for Open-Shell Menu 4.4.167 — O X

Search Settings | [] Show all settings Help...

"

Start Button ~ Taskbar  Windows 10 Settings ~ Customize Start Menu  Context Menu  Sounds  Language
Start Menu Style Controls Main Menu General Behavior Search Box Menu Lock Skin

) Mo animation A
@ Fade

) Slide

) Random

Sub-rmenu animation speed: 200
Always anirmate sub-menus
Sub-rmenu scroll speed (1..10): 3
Fade speed: 400

Use nurmeric sorting

Font smoothing

® Default

) Mo smoothing

) Standard

) Clear Type
Enable menu shadow

Enable menu glass

Override glass color

|:| Menu glass color: 905400
Glass opacity: 30

O

a2

The settings that are modified from the default will show in bold
Right-click on a setting for more functions

Open-Shell Homepage Backup - Cancel

Then go to the Taskbar tab, enable Customize
Taskbar and click the Glass option and change
the opacity to 30

The end result should be this:




P Windows User
L= Snipping Tool

. Documents
an ) Paint
Pictures
File Explorer k
_ Music
. ] Motepad r

Recent [tems
“@a" Purble Place
This PC

.| Calculator

- Settings
ﬂ Settings
Control Panel

Devices and Printers
Default Programs
Help and Support

P All Programs Run...

|Search programs and files Shut down | »

You can remove the “Start Menu (Windows)"”
shortcut by right clicking it and clicking
the Unpin from Start Menu option at the top
of the context menu.



From here we can change the file explorer
1icon to the old one, 1in the start menu
right click the file explorer icon and
click Properties.

#n File Explorer Properties x

General Shotcut  Security Details  Previous Versions

@ File Explarer

Target type: File Explorer
Target location: Desktop

Target: File Explorer

Start in:

Shortout key: | Mone |

Run: Momal window w
Comment: |Displa'_.'s the files and folders on your computer. |
Open File Location Change lcon... Advanced...

Cancel

After that click the Change Icon option in
the window and then locate the File
Explorer 2009-2013.ico file in the Icons
folder. Then click OK and then Apply and



then go back to the start menu and drag the
file explorer icon to the taskbar.

Next we’'re gonna install Winaero tweaker to
make some modifications to Windows 10 to
make it work more like Windows 7

To do this, go to the “Winaero Tweaker”
folder in the Pack and run the installer.
Then open the program and change these
specific settings:

2 Winaero Tweaker

File Actions Favorites Mavigation View Tools  Help

|Vl |@

| g 3¢ |[@) | &

Reset this page to defaults

------ E Backup/Restore Start Menu Layout
i/J Balloon Tooltips

“:P Battery Fyout

k:f’ Battery Life Estimated Time
é Cortana: Change Search Box Text
O Cortana: Search Box On Top

() Cortana: White Search Box

Disable People Bar
...... . Disable Quick Action Buttons

“f: Disable Web Search

------ m Hoverto Select for Virtual Desktop
------ E Increase Taskbar Transparency Level
|:.:; Metwork Flyout

), 0d Volume Cortrol

-1 || Open Last Active Window

~

@ Old Volume Control

See in detail how this tweak works
Enable the old volume contral

Description

Enable the old volume contral in Windows 10 instead of the Modem looking sound applet.

5 Donate!

Get maore cool stuff here: w httpe://winaero.com




(Laptop only)

2 Winaero Tweaker

File Actions Favorites  Mavigation View Teols Help

EE 0O & %WV

{"‘ Reset this page to defaults

------ n Backup/Restore Start Menu Layout () £
)’ Battery Flyout

------- j..j Balloon Tooltips .

------- \; Battery Life Estimated Time [ Use new Battery fiyout

Description
------ . Cortana: Change Search Box Text

Digable People Bar

------ . Disable CGuick Action Buttons

------- &) Disable Web Search

------ E Hoverta Select for Virual Desktop
------ E Increase Taskbar Transparency Level
....... I‘:_';' Metwork Fyout

------- @), 0id volume Cortrol

------ H Open Last Active Window "

....... Y Battery Flyout See in detail how this tweak works

Here you can disable the Battery flyout which is enabled by default in Windows 10. Untick the checkbax
....... O Cortana: Search Box On Top above to disable it. When disabled, you will get the old battery and power management interface in the sy...

& Denate!

Get more cool stuff here: W https//winaero.com :




2 Winaero Tweaker

File Actions Favorites  Mavigation

|batter | @ e 3
e

View  Tools

Help

Q“ Reset this page to defaults

------ n Backup/Restore Start Menu Layout
------- j’) Balloon Tooltips

....... "; Batteny Flyout

------- \‘; Battery Life Estimated Time

------ . Cortana: Change Search Box Text
------- O Cortana: Search Box On Top

------- O Cortana: White Search Box
------ Disable Action Certer

n Disable Live Tiles

Dizable People Bar

------ . Disable Quick Action Buttons

------- &, Dizable Web Search

------ E Hoverto Select for Virtual Desktop
------ E Increase Taskbar Transparency Level

------- I_‘:‘;' MNetwork Flyout

Old Volume Control

------ H COpen Last Active Window

Ll

5/ Disable Action Center

See in detail how this tweak works
Disable Action Center

Description

Tum on the option to disable the Action Center feature. The action center will be disabled completely. its
icon will disappear, you will not receive its notifications and even the keyboard shortcut Win + A will be di...

| Donate!

Get maore cool stuff here: W httpey//winaere.com

2 Winaero Tweaker

File Actions Favorites  Mavigation

|batter | @ e 3
Lty

View  Tools

Help

(“' Reset this page to defaults

------ H Backup/Restore Start Menu Layout

j() Balloon Tooltips

"‘j Battery Flyout

‘j Battery Life Estimated Time

------ . Cortana: Change Search Box Text
O Cortana: Search Box On Top

O Cortana: White Search Box

Disable Pecple Bar

------ . Disable Quick Action Buttons
&) Digable Web Search

------ E Hoverto Select for Virtual Desktop
| = T T I

~

L

\!) Balloon Tooltips

See in detail how this tweak works
Enable balloon tooltips
Description
Windows 10 shows all app and system notifications as toasts. Gone are the balloon netifications which

were there since Windows 2000. Instead. you will see a toast notification in Windows 8§ style. Enable this
option to get balloon tooltips back in Windows 10.

Mote: There is a bug in Windows 10that causes balloon tips to show at the top of the screen sometimes
even though the taskbar is at the bottom. Mothing can be done about this bug.

e

I’\\,l.//l

Sign out now 1l do it myself later

5 Donate!

.\\‘fl *You need to sign out and sign in back into your Windows session for changes to take effect.

Get more cool stuff here: YT https://winaero.com




(Sign out and sign back in after enabling
this one and 1t should work)

Next we’'re gonna make file explorer look
more like windows 7 file explorer, first
run the OldNewExplorerCfg exe in the
OldNewExplorer folder and disable
everything except Show detail pane on the
bottom.



OldMewExplorer configuration =

Shell extension

Mot installed ! Install Uninstall

Behavior

[ Use classical drive groeuping in This PC
[ ]Use libraries: hide folders from This PC

Appearance
[ ]Use command bar instead of Ribbon
[[] Hide caption text in File Explorer windows
[ Hide caption icon in File Explorer windows
[ Hide Up (go to parent folder) button
[] Enable glass on navigation bar
[] Use alternate navigation buttons style
Show details pane on the bottom

Appearance style: | Default style (Windows 7 style / skin style] w

Status bar style: | Default style (white) w
[ ] Show status bar
OldMewExplorer 1.1.8.4 donate Close

After this, click the install button in the
top right and re-open file explorer after
that go to the OldNewExplorer folder again
and run the ExplorerPatcher exe and wait
for your pc to refresh. Then you will see



this, that means 1t’'s installed.

B Successfully downloaded symbols for O5
build 10.0.17763.316
Please restart File Explorer to apply the
cha d enable additional
fune

ExplorerPatcher

After installing it right click the taskbar
and select Properties and copy these
settings:



ﬂ Properties —

Taskbar « Skin taskbar and tray pop-up menus
Svstem t » Center tray icon pop-up menus
« Flyout behavior for tray icon pop-up menus
File Explorer
¥ Show touch keyboard button *
Start menu ®¥ Show seconds in the clock
Window switcher Show desktop button : Enabled (default)
Weather Choosing 'Open Metwork & Internet settings’ when right clicking the
network icon should open: : Metwork section in the Settings app (default)
Other When clicking a system icon in the systemn tray, open:
Updates Metwork : Metwork Connections in Control Panel
Advanced Sound : Windows 10 flyout (default)
Clock: Windows 7
About

Battery : Windows 10 flyout (default)

Restart File Explorer (%]




ol Properties - >

Taskbar For the settings marked with (**) to work in Open or Save file dialogs as well, re...
this utility as shell extension using the option below.

System tray Learn more

File lorer ® Register as shell extension

W AT w1 o 1
Start menu Always use legacy file transfer dialog
« LUse classic drive groupings in This PC
Window switcher
Control Interface : Windows 7 Command Bar

Weather The following settings take effect on newly created File Explorer windows:
Other ®* Use immersive menus when displaying Windows 10 context menus ™
Updates * Disable navigation bar ™

« Disable modern search bar
Advanced

« Shrink address bar height **
About

* Hide search bar completely =

Restart File Explorer (*]

After that you can close the app and move
on to the next thing, we’'re gonna install
+7 Taskbar Tweaker to make the taskbar
Icons bigger like they are in Windows 7, to
do this go to the taskbar section in the
Pack and run the setup.



After installing +7 taskbar tweaker go to
the tray icon, right click it and then
click advanced options

WO L/
T+ .askharTwL

Setti
deanced opticns '

Taskbar Inspector

l Exit

v et

Then scroll down until you see
“w10_large_icons” and change the Data to
g

virtual_desktop_order_fix 0

wl0_large_icons 1|

wi_show_desktop_classic_corner 0

End result should look like this:

e
2=

And finally the last steps before
installing the theme itself, changing the
sounds and cursor.



Let’'s start with the sounds since it takes
less time, Go to the Sounds folder and run
the Windows 7 Sounds Registry Editor file
and accept it on your pc and the sounds
should change to the Windows 7 ones.

And now let’'s get the cursor, to install
them go to the C:\Windows\Cursors folder
and drag in the “Windows Aero” folder from
the Cursors folder in the pack. After that
search for “mouse” in the start menu and
click this option

¥ Control Panel (17)

[ﬂ Change how the mouse pointer looks



«» Mouse Properties >

Buttonz FPointers  Painter Options  Wheel  Hardware

Scheme
Windows Default (system scheme) w L\}
Save As... Delete
Customize:

Help Select L},-@

Waorking In Background %O

Busy IO

Precision Select —_

[ Enable poirter shadow Use Default Browse.

Conca | [10R60%

Once you open the windows change each
individual cursor to the corresponding one
in the Windows Aero folder and it should
look like this after doing so:



=» Mouse Properties by
Buttons FPointers  Pointer Options  Wheel  Hardware
Scheme
Windows Default (system scheme) w .
L @]
Save As... Delete
Customize:
Momal Select % ”
Help Select Ib'@
)
Waorking In Background %
By C
Precision Select —_ W
[ ] Enable pointer shadow Lse Default
QK Cancel Apply

Also enable the “Enable pointer shadow”
option in the bottom left corner.

Now we can move on to step 2.

Step 2 - Installing
the theme



Go to the “Theme” folder and run the
WindowBlinds 10 setup, wait for the
installation to finish and you should see
this at launch:

-I WindowBlinds.

Enter Product Key

Purchase Product Key

Start 30 Day Tral

mtnrdoth

My way of bypassing this is simple:

1. Go to https://temp-mail.org/
2. Copy and Paste the email into the

prompt

3. Wait for the verification email on the
temp mail

4, Every time the trial expires, I
reinstall the program and use a new
temp email, 1t's a bit inconvenient
but it works for me ig.


https://temp-mail.org/

Once you get pass that email pop-up go
back to the Theme folder and double click
the BetterAero7X.wba file

You can choose stuff like the color of
the theme and all that so just choose the
one you want

-
AeroVista7x (Bonus)

Lero7X Sky

AeroTX Twilight Cheir
{Aero7X Sea

AeroTx Leaf

AeroTX Lime

AeroTX Sun

LeroTX Pumpkin

AeroTX F{uk:u,rI v —

The one enabled on a clean windows 7
install is Sky so I will use that one.

Your pc should look like this after the
theme 1s enabled:



— —y———————————————————————— 819PM |
Y | " - [FE ' e
: "N SRR

For the finishing touch, you could set
one of the wallpapers in the Wallpapers
folder to make it look a bit more
accurate to stock windows 7 and the User
Account Picture to one of the User Tiles.

Here's the final result:



| About Windows

Windows User

o £7 Windows 7 Ultimate

Pictures
Settings

i Music " "
,ti\ Purble Place Mlcr(.)soﬂ Windows )
o Version 1309 {05 Build 17763.316)
Recent ltems © 2018 Microsoft Corporation. Al rights reserved.
This PC : 3 . The Windows 10 Enterprise LTSC operating system and its user interface
are protected by trademark and other pending or existing intellectual
property rights in the United States and other countries/regions.

Settings
Control Panel

This product is licensed under the Microsoft Software License

Devices and Printers Terms to:

’ Windows User
Default Programs

Help and Support

» All Programs Run...

- - [rm—
| Search programs and files W Shutdown | » |

7 6 m o'W

Thank you for reading this shit it took
me like 3 hours to make on a Friday
afternoon, I might make a vista or xp one
if anyone wants it.

Part 3 - Extras



Skeuomorphic Icon Pack:

If the 0S theme isn’t enough for you I
have put together and pack of older icons
for several programs, the link is here.

@& 6 i

Adobe Adobe Premiere Audacity FAwvast Antivirus Avast Antivirus
Photoshop C553 €55 2010-2n2 2000-2017 2002-2010 2010-2014
2010-2012
&Y
Bluestacks CCleaner CCleaner Chrome Chrome
2011-2012 2008-2010 2010-2013 2008-2011 2011-2015

-
=

: , N\

- .
Discord File Explorer Firefox 2004-2009 Firefox 2009-2013 Firefox 2013-2017
201 A-2031 ANNG-2012



https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Y8pwAYNUyehk35AFISwszO2hPW30lILX?usp=share_link

a

o O

.

Opera 2009-2013 gBittorrent Skype 2003-2004 Skype 2004-2006 Skype 2006-2009
2010-2017
. e I_.
Skype 2009-2012 Spotify Spotify Steam 2003-2010 Steam 2010-2014

2008-2013 2013-2015 (not really
skeucmorphic)

uTorrent uTorrent YirtualBox Yihdware WinRAR
2005-2010 2010-2013 (not 2008-2009 Workstation 1992-2018

It's still a W.I.P so there will be more
1cons soon.



	First thing we’re gonna do is change the winver branding to say Windows 7 instead of Windows 10. To do this go to C:\Windows and rename the Branding folder to Branding.old if you want to back it up before replacing it, then drag in the branding folder from the Pack and check winver. (To access it Press Windows Key + R at the same time and type “winver” in the Run prompt) 
	Before:  

