“The Urgency of the Hour”
Discussion Guide: Inspired By Pastor Willie Joe Lightfoot Sr.

Summary
Pastor Will delivered a powerful message about the urgency of being spiritually prepared for Christ's
return and our own mortality. Drawing from Matthew 24:42, he emphasized that we don't know when
Jesus will return or when our own lives will end, making spiritual readiness essential. Using the
analogy of firefighters who must always be ready when the alarm sounds, he stressed that believers
must live in constant spiritual alertness, not spiritual slumber. Pastor Will outlined six key points: the
certainty of Christ's coming, the uncertainty of timing, the call to watchfulness, the urgency to act now,
and the hope for those who are watchful. He challenged the congregation to examine their hearts for
jealousy, unforgiveness, anger, and other sins that separate us from God, emphasizing that now is the
time for salvation and spiritual renewal.
Intro Prayer
Heavenly Father, we come before You with open hearts and minds, ready to receive what You have for
us today. We ask that You prepare our spirits to hear Your voice clearly and help us to be receptive to
the truths You want to reveal to our group. Remove any distractions or barriers that might prevent us
from fully engaging with Your word and with one another. Holy Spirit, guide our discussion and help
us to grow closer to You and to each other through this time together. In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.
Ice Breaker
What's one thing you always keep ready or prepared in your home (like a flashlight, first aid kit, or
emergency supplies), and why is it important to you to have it ready?
Key Verses
e Matthew 24:42
e John 14:3
e | Thessalonians 5:6
e 2 Corinthians 6:2
o Titus 2:13
Questions
e What does it mean to 'keep watch' in our daily lives as believers, and how can we practically live
with spiritual alertness?
e Pastor Will mentioned that we don't know the day or hour of Christ's return or our own death.
How should this uncertainty affect the way we live each day?
e What are some signs that someone might be 'spiritually asleep' rather than spiritually alert? How
can we avoid falling into spiritual slumber?
e The sermon emphasized that delay is dangerous when it comes to salvation and getting right
with God. Why do you think people tend to procrastinate about spiritual matters?
e How can we balance planning for the future while also living with the urgency that Christ could
return at any moment?
e Pastor Will talked about removing barriers between us and God (jealousy, unforgiveness, anger,
etc.). What are some common barriers that prevent people from drawing closer to God?
e What does it look like to live each day as if it might be your last? How would this perspective
change your priorities and relationships?
e The message described Christ's return as a 'blessed hope' rather than something to fear. How can
we maintain this hopeful perspective while also taking the urgency seriously?

Life Application



This week, examine your heart for any barriers that might be separating you from God (unforgiveness,
jealousy, anger, etc.). Choose one specific area to address through prayer and action. Also, practice
living with spiritual alertness by starting each day asking God, 'If this were my last day, how would
You want me to live it?' Let this perspective guide your decisions, relationships, and priorities
throughout the week.
Key Takeaways
¢/ Christ's return is certain, but the timing is uncertain, requiring us to live in constant spiritual
readiness
v/ We must live spiritually alert and avoid spiritual slumber that leaves us vulnerable to sin and
unprepared for eternity
¢’ There is an urgency to act now - today is the day of salvation, not someday in the future
¢’ Delay in spiritual matters is dangerous because we don't know when our time will end
v/ We must remove barriers between us and God (unforgiveness, jealousy, anger) to maintain
spiritual readiness

Ending Prayer

Father God, thank You for speaking to our hearts today about the urgency of being spiritually prepared.
Help us to live each day with the awareness that You could return at any moment or that this could be
our last day on earth. Give us the courage to remove any barriers in our hearts that separate us from
You. Help us to forgive quickly, love deeply, and serve faithfully. Keep us spiritually alert and ready,
not living in fear but in hopeful anticipation of Your return. May we be found faithful when You come.
Guide us as we apply these truths to our daily lives this week. In Jesus' precious name we pray, Amen.



