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Leave blank - to be filled in by school staff
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Other Language

School Name
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School Contact Information
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School Principal and Vice
Principal
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Grade(s)
Students are placed in grades

based on their age and the
year they were born.
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School Attendance

Students are expected to attend school every day unless they
are ill, have an appointment ,or it is a special holiday you
celebrate.
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Report an Absence
Please contact the school in the morning to report your child
will be absent.
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SchoolMessenger

SchoolMessenger is an automated communication system
that allows schools to communicate important information
with families via voice, text, or email. It can provide automatic
translation to over 100 languages.
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PowerSchool

PowerSchool's Parent Portal is where you can have your
own account to access attendance, assessments, student
schedule, report card grades, teacher comments, and
bulletins for all students linked to the account
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Student Transportation - taking the school bus

Students must live within the designated area of the school
they are attending and meet the minimum distance criteria to
be eligible for transportation.

Bussing is provided to:

Pre-Primary children and students in elementary (PP to
Grade 6) who live more than 1.6 km from their school.

Students in junior high and secondary (Grades 7 to 12) who
live more than 2.4 km from their school.

If a student has special permission to attend school outside of
the designated area of their community, they are not eligible
for transportation and parents/guardians must make
arrangements to transport their children to school.

Transportation will be made available to any student who
requires it because of special needs, regardless of the
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distance they live from the school

Ensure all pre-primary through grade 2 students are
supervised by parents/guardians, or an individual designated
by the parent/guardian, until the bus arrives in the morning
and are there to greet the student in the afternoon.
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School Arrival

It is important for students to be at school on time. Students
should not arrive more than 20 minutes before the bell
because there is no supervision.
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School Dismissal
Students who do not take the school bus are required to be
picked up from school when the last bell rings.

There are some after-school programs available. It is the
parents’ responsibility to secure, register, and pay for after
school care for their children. Parents are responsible for
picking their child up from after school programs.
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Breakfast Program

The Breakfast Program is a free breakfast that is available to
all students each morning. School members and community
volunteers prepare and serve breakfast items such as cereal,
bagels, toast, fruit,or yogurt.
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Lunch at School

Please check with your school about their lunch programs.
Some schools have cafeterias but others do not. You may
have to send your child to school with enough food for a
morning snack and their lunch.

Younger children go outside for part of the lunch hour.
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Water Bottles
Please send a refillable water bottle to school with your child
daily.
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Allergies
Schools are peanut-free. Do not send items in your child’s
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lunch that contain this ingredient.
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School Clothing
Students do not wear uniforms and can wear what they like.

Please send them in appropriate outdoor clothing (jackets,
hats, mittens, boots). Extra hats and mittens are a good idea.
Indoor shoes - students will need a pair of sneakers/runners
to wear indoors (elementary school) and for Physical
Education class. They can stay at school

If you need help getting any of these items, please let the
school know.
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School Cancellation

Schools can be cancelled for part of the day or the whole day
due to snowstorms, power outages etc. You can receive
emails or text messages to alert you when this happens.

When school is cancelled in the morning, there will not be
buses or classes

If school gets cancelled during the school day, you will get a
text message from the School Messenger alert system. You
have to inform the school of your plan for child care. For
example: will they take their regular bus home, will they be
picked up, and by whom, or are they going to a different
location such as a friend or relative.
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School Calendar
The school year in Nova Scotia is from the beginning of
September to the end of June. Summer vacation takes place
in July and August and schools are not open.
Please check the school calendar for the exact dates for:

e First and last day of school
Holidays
Teacher’s Professional Development day (no classes)
Assessment & Reporting Days (no classes)
Parent-Teacher meetings (no classes)
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Media Consent Forms

From time to time, the schools, regional centres for
education, and the Department of Education and Early
Childhood Development would like to publish examples of
student work, or personal information about a student such as
the student’s name, photograph, and school attended. This is
done to recognize and encourage student achievement or
learning, and to inform others about the school and its
programs and activities. Showcasing students, their work,
and their achievements is an important part of school life, and
is a very positive experience for students. Before the school,
regional centre for education, or the department does these
things, we need your permission.

A few examples are:

e Student work or student artwork shared in printed
materials, websites, electronic documents

e Names and images published in a school yearbook

e Student academic or athletic achievements published
in a school newsletter or on a school website,
including social media such as Facebook and Twitter

e a student’s photo and identifying information may be
shared with newspaper or television media, or
students may be photographed or interviewed by the
newspaper or television media.

e a student may be videotaped or photographed by
other students as a class project, or classroom
activities may be videotaped or photographed and
shown to teachers for their professional development
or appear on a website for school or regional centre
for education

e pieces of student writing may be shown to teachers
for professional development purposes, without the
student’s name or other identifying information.

You can withdraw consent at any time by telling the principal
at your child’s school. You must sign the form every year and
indicate if yes, you consent or no, you do not consent.
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Birthdays and student numbers are never shared or made
public.
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