
 
Advisor Weekly Update 

Week of May 19, 2025 
__________________________________________________________________
This weekly newsletter is here to help students, parents, and staff stay aware of what is happening 

at Samohi! The advisors hope you take the time to look this over. There is a lot of helpful 
information as well as great opportunities to look forward to.  

 
Additional information about what is happening day to day at Santa Monica High School can be 

found through the Blue Bulletin: https://www.smmusd.org/BB. 
We will also post information on our Advisor Instagram page. Follow us @Samo_Advisors. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.smmusd.org/BB


 
 
 

 
 

Popular Links 

Attendance Super Saturday ASB Card AP Exams 

TAP Card Free and Reduced 
Lunch App 

Senior Pictures Wildfire 
Resources 

 

 

SAMOHI Class of 2025 
Senior Obligation Information 

1.​ Complete District Exit Survey HERE (REQUIRED) 
2.​ Complete 2025 Naviance Graduation Survey (REQUIRED) 

https://www.smmusd.org/domain/3026
https://www.smmusd.org/domain/4469
https://www.myschoolbucks.com/ver2/login/postlogin.action
https://www.smmusd.org/domain/3010
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1msnrTEM5pfESBQSsWDVSA1dOxuh5Sf4QFogMtYzpb1k/viewform?ts=646cff9c&edit_requested=true
https://www.myschoolapps.com/
https://www.myschoolapps.com/
https://www.whites-studios.com/book-your-appointment/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tw7yXzntLqCxRrEqkpRbhwWDZTcx37NFrd9YU7i6OpY/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tw7yXzntLqCxRrEqkpRbhwWDZTcx37NFrd9YU7i6OpY/edit?tab=t.0
https://survey.k12insight.com/p/2425SeniorExitSurvey


a.​ Clever --> Naviance --> About me (tab at the top) --> Surveys from Your School -> 2025 
Naviance Graduation Survey 

b.​ If you are planning to attend a four year college, make sure to check off the "Attending" box 
for the respective colleg 

3.​ Request Final Transcript with your College/Career Counselor during lunch (REQUIRED if you are 
planning to attend a college that requests it) 

a.​ To confirm your college requires a final transcript, check your Admission Portal 
b.​ If a final transcript is NOT requested, one will NOT be sent 

 
Grad Nite Tickets – Buy early to save money. Scholarship forms are available in house offices or in 
I305.  You can check if you’ve already purchased a ticket by looking up your student’s ID on the regularly 
updated passenger list. 
 
Grad Nite Lawn Signs – Support Grad Nite and celebrate your senior with a Class of 2025 lawn sign. 
Email florams@hotmail.com for more information. 
 

 

 

https://www.smmusd.org/Page/6488
https://www.smmusd.org/Page/1028


 

Outside Concurrent Enrollment (not SAMO or 
Community College) 
If you are interested in taking a course through an outside program (NOT SAMO or Community College) 
please read the following information. All students MUST APPLY AND BE APPROVED BEFORE 
registering in a class. 
Information on policies and schools that are accepted by Samohi can be found at: 
https://www.smmusd.org/Page/4233  Application to turn into Advisor and can be found on the website: 
CONCURRENT ENROLLMENT APPLICATION 2025. Deadline to apply for approval is May 25, 2025 

SMC or Community College 
SMC Summer schedule is Available on March 31. When it’s live, it can be found here:  
https://www.smc.edu/academics/classes/ 
All students must apply to be a SMC student before you can submit the SMC’s High School Concurrent 
Enrollment Form. Please follow the directions attached on how to enroll at SMC as a student. 
Students MUST turn in this SAMO Concurrent application to Advisor if wanting to take an SMC class: 
CONCURRENT ENROLLMENT APPLICATION 2025. This is in addition to the SMC application. 
Please read thoroughly: 

●​ All applications will be submitted virtually 
●​ Your first step is to apply to SMC - apply online today 
●​ Once that is complete, application materials must be submitted through the High School 

Concurrent Enrollment Application Form 
●​ Once you complete the student portion of the form and attach the required documents, it will be 

forwarded to your parent to approve, and then to your high school counselor smmusd email and 
your house principal for their approval. DO NOT SEND TO MS. CRUCE. 

●​ These are classes students have taken in the past at SMC. Students may take a variety of classes 
as long as you meet any SMC requirements and get approval from Samo. Please speak to your 
Advisor if you have any questions. IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT ALL CORE SUBJECTS ARE 
TAKEN AT SANTA MONICA HIGH SCHOOL. You must enter the correct course number when you 
fill out the High School Concurrent Enrollment form 

More information was sent to you by your advisor please read over all the directions 
 

SMC- How to Connect with an Academic Counselor 
FOR SENIORS: 
 You can schedule a 1:1 meeting with either Krys or Claudia (our Outreach counselors) to create/review 
your educational plan. Below are their individual booking links: 
 

●​ Krys: https://meetings.hubspot.com/krys-gonzalez 
●​ Claudia: https://meetings.hubspot.com/leotaud_claudia 

 
If their availability doesn’t work with your schedule, you can also reach out to our General Counseling 
department for support, either by phone or in person. Below are details on how to access these services: 
 

https://www.smmusd.org/Page/4233
https://www.smmusd.org/cms/lib/CA50000164/Centricity/Domain/3014/ConcurrentEnrollment2025.pdf
https://www.smc.edu/academics/classes/
https://www.smmusd.org/cms/lib/CA50000164/Centricity/Domain/3014/ConcurrentEnrollment2025.pdf
https://www.smc.edu/admission-aid/apply/high-school-students/apply.php
https://signon.smc.edu/_layouts/PG/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2Fsso%2Fgo.ashx%3FSAMLRequest%3DfZDLTsMwEEV%252FJfI%252BiUlrQKMkkkU3EYRHiirBzoqmNJJjp54xLX9P2m7KBmmW99yjOyWZ0U6gI%252B9ch%252FuIxMkGAw3eVaLIpEiaVSX2h1Z965fQvd2adlusH9NOS91%252BbJanAFHExhEbxzMjC5VKld6o90LCfMv7TC3uPkVyHK0jOPsqEYMDb2ggcGZEAu5hrdsnmJUwBc%252B%252B91bU5SkNZ0G44v%252FHDREGngeIesc8EeS5wyN%252FoSPyRdb7scyvei%252BSCZ7nomb16u3Q%252FyTaWn94CGgYK8EhosjrC%252FX3V%252FUv%26RelayState%3DSQVNsar6qeQMXfOh0AktMHwzKyfpdu
https://signon.smc.edu/_layouts/PG/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2Fsso%2Fgo.ashx%3FSAMLRequest%3DfZDLTsMwEEV%252FJfI%252BiUlrQKMkkkU3EYRHiirBzoqmNJJjp54xLX9P2m7KBmmW99yjOyWZ0U6gI%252B9ch%252FuIxMkGAw3eVaLIpEiaVSX2h1Z965fQvd2adlusH9NOS91%252BbJanAFHExhEbxzMjC5VKld6o90LCfMv7TC3uPkVyHK0jOPsqEYMDb2ggcGZEAu5hrdsnmJUwBc%252B%252B91bU5SkNZ0G44v%252FHDREGngeIesc8EeS5wyN%252FoSPyRdb7scyvei%252BSCZ7nomb16u3Q%252FyTaWn94CGgYK8EhosjrC%252FX3V%252FUv%26RelayState%3DSQVNsar6qeQMXfOh0AktMHwzKyfpdu
https://meetings.hubspot.com/krys-gonzalez
https://meetings.hubspot.com/leotaud_claudia


Phone (Virtual QLess Line): https://kiosk.us1.qless.com/kiosk/app/home/12808?queues=6100000503 
Hours of Operation: 
 

 
 
In-Person (First Come, First Serve): Located on the 2nd floor of the Student Services Center. 
Hours of Operation: 

 
 

https://kiosk.us1.qless.com/kiosk/app/home/12808?queues=6100000503


 
 

Santa Monica Elks Lodge- Community Service 
Opportunity 
Saturday - May 24 - Flag Placement at Woodlawn Cemetery (for Memorial Day Weekend) 8:30 - 11 (finish 
time depends how long it takes to place flags) 
Monday, May 26 - Help with Memorial Day Event - co- sponsored by the City of Santa Monica - we need 
help at Woodlawn Cemetery with event and at the Lodge with lunch from 1- 2 
Monday, May 26 - Flag Pick up at Woodlawn Cemetery  2:30 - 3:30 
 



 
 



Boys & Girls Clubs of Santa Monca 

 



Venice Family Clinic 

 



College Essay Writing Class for rising 12th graders 

 



Monthly Wellness Resource Fair 

 

 



Pico Youth & Family Center 
PYFC is launching a homework and tutoring club called Pico Academics Club (PAC). The 
homework club will focus on assisting students in preparing for finals. It will run Tuesdays and 
Thursdays starting May 13th thru June 5th from 3:30pm to 5:30pm. Students can also receive 
community service credit for attending. 

 

Lost and Found 
Did your student lose something, or find something? Send them to the Lost & Found, located in the 
Textbook Room in the Discovery Building. Lost items should be reported immediately to the student's 
House Office. 
 

Weekend Bags Program 
SMMUSD's Weekend Bags Program offers nutritious, easy-to-prepare weekend food for Samohi 
students when school cafeteria breakfasts and lunches are not available. Each Weekend Bag holds two 
breakfasts, two lunches, and two snacks. The menus have been evaluated by a dietitian and provide a 
balance of healthy, nutritious non-perishable foods which change each week. Students can drop by and 
pick up their Weekend Bags on Fridays afterschool from the Vikings’ Hub in E113. 
 
Students should let Carla Nuñez, Community Schools Specialist in E113, (or their House Office assistant 
or their House Advisor) know if they would like to receive Weekend Bags. Families wishing to have their 
students receive Weekend Bags on Fridays should contact Carla Nuñez at carlanunez@smmusd.org or 
310 395-3204 ext. 71-143. 

 
 



LA Trade Tech- EARN and LEARN! 

 
 

Attendance 
To report a student’s absence, please send an email to your student’s appropriate House. 

AttendanceSHouse@smmusd.org ext. 71139 

AttendanceAHouse@smmusd.org ext. 71208 

AttendanceMHouse@smmusd.org ext.71281 

AttendanceOHouse@smmusd.org ext. 71381 

AttendancePBL@smmusd.org ext. 71177 

Please include your student’s first and last names, student ID numbers, and the reason they are absent 
(illness, family matter, medical or dental appointment, etc.).  

Attendance/Tardy Recovery 

mailto:AttendanceSHouse@smmusd.org
mailto:AttendanceAHouse@smmusd.org
mailto:AttendanceMHOuse@smmusd.org
mailto:AttendanceOHouse@smmusd.org
mailto:AttendancePBL@smmusd.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Efqd4PhFVq7JoBHxbpsxwbrBItBnftFv/view?usp=sharing


Noble Flower Network’s Youth Sci-Fi/Fantasy & 
Climate Action Literacy Fellowship 

 



College and Career Office Announcements 
College and Career Center Monthly newsletter:  

 https://secure.smore.com/n/2k5ue-college-career-center-newsletter. 
Attention Seniors:  if you are applying to colleges that require letter(s) of recommendation and/or 
official transcript, the Guidelines must be completed– Letter of Recommendation & Transcript 
Request Guidelines  
 
Many of you have asked what you need to be working on for your college apps. We got you! The 
updated College Admission Application Survival Guide ~ It’s Your Senior Year! includes the 
knitty-gritty on to-do tasks, deadlines, and frequently used websites. We recommend you bookmark it 
and use it everyday.  
 
Are you feeling stressed or overwhelmed by college apps? Feel free to speak to a therapist that can help 
support you and navigate the feelings! Click here to see the flyer! 
 
Scholarships (look at the eligibility criteria) 

●​ LPA Diversity in Design Scholarship - due 5/21 
●​ Sigma Phi Epsilon Balanced Man Scholarship - due 6/1 
●​ Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. Tau Tau Omega Chapter Scholarship Program - due 5/24 
●​ Abbott and Fenner Scholarship Program - due 6/10 

Summer Opportunities (9th-11th; please look at grade level eligibility before 
applying) 

●​ NASA's GeneLab for High Schools (GL4HS)  
○​ is expanding its program in 2025! Starting this year GL4HS is being offered asynchronously 

and will consist of 12-weeks of on-demand training during the summer. Program dates will 
be June 2 through August 29, 2025. The App deadline is May 15, 2025, or sooner if max 
number of apps have been received. 

Juniors Only 
●​ The Posse Foundation, a national organization that offers four-year, full-tuition, leadership-based 

merit scholarships to partner universities, is accepting nominations! If interested in learning more, 
click HERE and see attached flyer. To be considered for a nomination, complete the Posse 
Interest Questionnaire (SMMK12 login required) by Weds., 5/28. 

 
Lastly, reminder that you also have a list of Fly-In Programs here. 
 
 
Sign up to meet with you college counselor: 
Flores (last names A-G) e.flores@smmusd.orghttps://calendly.com/appointmentswithflores/letsgettowork 
Honda (H-N) jhonda@smmusd.org https://calendly.com/julie-honda 
Mejia (O-Z) rmejia@smmusd.org https://calendly.com/cccmejia 
 
Meet with our SMC rep: 
Estela Ruezga– Ruezga_estela@smc.edu , https://calendly.com/ruezga_estela  
 
Planning to attend El Camino College? Check out their Puente Project Program for excellent 
benefits and student support! 

https://secure.smore.com/n/2k5ue-college-career-center-newsletter
https://www.smmusd.org/cms/lib/CA50000164/Centricity/Domain/3003/LetterofRecommendation.pdf
https://www.smmusd.org/cms/lib/CA50000164/Centricity/Domain/3003/LetterofRecommendation.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19xlm3hBDlvaxVLfp2FQYbNmE6Xhj5qKQtseztHd2boI/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1T1RVnEFUIuM4vob6TWWTBJz1H-vJMqqb/view?usp=sharing
https://lpadesignstudios.com/diversity-in-design-scholarship
https://sigepscholarships.com/
https://20pearlsfoundation.org/scholarships/
https://www.abbottandfenner.com/scholarships.php
https://www.nasa.gov/ames/genelab-for-high-schools/
https://www.possefoundation.org/sites/los-angeles
https://forms.gle/Wdrj9v6485dVihPk6
https://forms.gle/Wdrj9v6485dVihPk6
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zXPZ6C3EQ4F58yns7oHSoZAZxwx9YSRq/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103388916294235573409&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://calendly.com/appointmentswithflores/letsgettowork
https://calendly.com/julie-honda
https://calendly.com/cccmejia
mailto:Ruezga_estela@smc.edu
https://calendly.com/ruezga_estela
https://www.elcamino.edu/support/resources/puente-project/


Financial Aid Application or Dream Act Application 
💸 Ready to secure the bag for your college dreams? Whether you're aiming for FAFSA or the CA Dream 
Act, now’s your chance to grab FREE $$$ for school! Scholarships, grants, work-study, and loans—there’s 
something for everyone to help lighten the load. 

📅 Don’t wait—deadlines are closer than you think! 

●​ FAFSA: Open to U.S. citizens and eligible non-citizens → Click here to apply 
●​ CA Dream Act: For undocumented students meeting AB 540 requirements→ Click here to apply 
●​ CSS profile: out-of-state and private colleges may require an additional app → Click here to apply 

Why apply? 

●​ It’s free and easy 💻 
●​ You might get money you don’t have to pay back 💵 
●​ Your future self will thank you 🙌 

The California Student Aid Commission (CSAC) announces the release of a new informational resource to assist 
Mixed-Status Families in applying for financial aid.For more details, please view GSA 2024-93. 
 

 
 
 

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://dream.csac.ca.gov/landing
https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/
http://www.csac.ca.gov/special-alerts


VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY Summer Camp 
Invention 
Camp Invention is coming back to Community Magnet Charter School serving as a 5-day (June 23-June 
27) non-profit summer camp for students K-5. We have Leadership Intern roles for high school students 
grades 10-12, that allow students to develop and build leadership skills through hands-on, practical 
experience working with elementary students. 
 
Students earn: 

●​ Up to 40 Volunteer Service Hours and a personalized letter of completion from the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office  

●​ Obtain valuable experience to build resume for colleges, universities, scholarships, and/or future 
employment  

●​ Foster leadership and classroom management skills by mentoring younger students and 
facilitating activities  

●​ Develop professional relationships and network with local educators  
 
https://www.invent.org/programs/leadership-intern  

 

Our House Grief Support Center presents: 

 
 

https://www.invent.org/programs/leadership-intern


                    
 
 
 
 



AFFIRM Youth 

 

Samohi Wellness Services 
Interested in learning more about mental and physical wellness services on Campus? 
 
Click here → Wellness Services Center Website 

Health Information for Wildfire Impacted 
Communities 
For updated response and health information regarding the recent fires, including an upcoming LAC 
DPH webinar & free blood lead testing resources, visit: http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/wildfire/ 

FLEX Time 
Samohi Flex-Time provides targeted educational opportunities during the school day for intervention and 
enrichment to best meet student individual needs. It is our goal that Flex-Time will help all students to be 
more successful. Students will engage in their own learning by building metacognitive and advocacy skills 

https://sites.google.com/view/wellness-services-center/wellness-services/counseling-groups
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/wildfire/


to promote emotional health, explore passions and grow in a focused, academic, and productive 
environment. 
 

 
 

Margaret’s Place 
Margaret’s Place is open for the school year in E117 and offers services to students every weekday! At 
Margaret’s Place, our mission is to help end the cycle of violence in our relationships, schools, and 
communities. We offer free counseling for students, open lunch drop-in, therapeutic recreation activities, 
and more! See our newsletter for students and our newsletter for parents/caregivers to learn more about 
services and how to get involved, email ldesanto@smmusd.org with any questions. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GIhq6bHozTX7rtpl9YZf_PCBpaLnBtqz/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18sL8lrUSz1xFI8PJfvig4Cv8z78XVVo8/view
mailto:ldesanto@smmusd.org


DemocraShe 
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