
 
GOOGLE NINJA SEARCH TRICKS 

 

Trick/Tool Function 

Quotation marks (“) around the phrase you’d like to 
search 

Ex:  "geography based punishments" 

To search for an exact phrase. Important for 
searching obscure people with common names, 
titles, and complex phrases. 

tilde sign (~) immediately in front of your search 
term.  
 
Ex:     ~adolescent crime rates    
(looks for adolescent and juvenile and youth crime) 

To search not only for your search term but also for 
its synonyms. HINT type into search bar not an 
address bar.  

Fileytpe: 

Ex:    Dogs Filetype:PPT   
(will get you a powerpoint on dogs)  

Search for specific types of files, such as PDFs, PPTs, 
or XLS or JPG  

Site: 
 
Ex: 
Prisons Site:edu   
prisons site:www.nytimes.org 

if you know you want your answer from within a 
specific site or type of site (.org, .edu). 

Related:URL 
 
Ex: 
Related:https://www.themarshallproject.org/  

To search for web pages that have similar content to 
a given site  ​
 
HINT: click to the 2nd page of results as the first 
page will usually be pings to other pages of the site.  

Add a minus sign (-) before the word or site you  
don’t want 

Ex: Jaguar -car    
(will get you only the animal) 

To exclude results that include a particular word or 
site when searching words with multiple meanings.  

Add “OR” between the key two words you are 
searching for 

Ex:  teen OR youth  

To search for multiple key words at once 

Asterisk * 
 
teen*  (will get you  results for teen teenager teens) 

To fill in the blank  

https://www.themarshallproject.org/


 
GOOGLE NINJA SEARCH TRICKS 

Enter “bacon number” followed by celebrity  To look degrees of separation 

“Click off” or Lateral Searching Click off / Open another tab and google author or 
source to find repuation. Also- a  good way to see if 
news if “fake”--Leave the site you are on and open 
another tab and search the headline or title to see 
who else is talking about this. If a lot of reliable 
news outlets are - then likely not fake news. If 
someone is “breaking news” however, it might not 
show up yet.  

Snopes https://www.snopes.com/  Great site to check if your article is fake news or 
distorted information. 

YouTube Look for speeches! Use the transcript.  

Wkipedia Only good for the links/sources at the bottom. Do 
not cite and do not rely on the information. Not 
reliable because contributors are anonymous and 
no way to see if they are “experts” 

RADCAB   & RAVEN & PAACD Always evaluate your source- check the dates, check 
the about tab and the mission, check for links and 
sources.  
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