
 

A Timeline of the History of Odisha  
Here is a timeline of the history of Odshia. This timeline is useful for anyone who wants to 
understand the history quickly. The overview will help you understand the emperors, the battles, 
the culture, and the pioneers of the state. 

Mysteries of Ancient Beginnings (Prehistoric to 6th Century BC) 

1.​ Early Human Settlement: Archaeological findings show that prehistoric communities 
inhabited the region, leaving behind evidence from the Paleolithic, Mesolithic, and 
Neolithic periods.​
 

2.​ Cultural Foundations:​
 Early inhabitants developed basic tools and engaged in hunting and gathering, laying 
the groundwork for later cultural evolution.​
 

3.​ Tribal Influences:​
 Indigenous tribal groups established early societal structures that would eventually 
influence the region’s cultural landscape. 

Rise and Glory of Dynasties (6th Century BCE to 18th Century 
CE) 

1.​ Emergence of the Kalinga Kingdom:​
 Known historically as Kalinga, the region rose to prominence under influential rulers 
such as King Kharavela, who is celebrated for his patronage of art, culture, and Jain 
philosophy.​
 

2.​ The Pivotal Kalinga War (c. 261 BCE):​
 The famous battle between Mauryan Emperor Ashoka and the Kalinga Kingdom 
resulted in significant loss and led Ashoka to embrace Buddhism and a policy of 
non-violence.​
 

3.​ Architectural Marvels: The Eastern Ganga dynasty (11th–15th century CE) is 
renowned for its magnificent temple architecture, including the Jagannath Temple at Puri 
and the iconic Konark Sun Temple. Successive dynasties like the Somavamshis and the 
Gajapatis further consolidated regional power and enriched local art and literature.​
 



 

Tides of Conquest: Mughal and British Epoch (16th to 19th 
Century CE) 

1.​ Mughal Influence:​
 Parts of Odisha came under Mughal suzerainty in the 16th century, a period marked by 
administrative changes and vibrant cultural exchanges.​
 

2.​ Colonial Restructuring:​
 With the expansion of British colonial rule in the early 19th century, Odisha was 
incorporated into the colonial framework, leading to significant economic and social 
transformations.​
 

3.​ The Seeds of Nationalism:​
 The colonial era also ignited nationalist sentiments among the people, setting the stage 
for future movements for self-governance and cultural revival.​
 

Modern Transformation of Odisha 20th Century Onwards) 

1.​ Birth of a Distinct Province:​
 Recognizing the unique linguistic and cultural identity of the Odia-speaking population, 
Odisha was established as a separate province in 1936.​
 

2.​ Post-Independence Progress:​
 After India’s independence in 1947, Odisha evolved into a modern state, focusing on 
infrastructural development, education, and healthcare while preserving its rich heritage.​
 

3.​ Contemporary Growth:​
 Recent decades have seen Odisha emerge as a hub for industry, tourism, and 
technology, with ongoing efforts to celebrate and promote its historical legacy. 

The Pioneers of Odisha You Must Know About 

1.​ King Kharavela​
 A dynamic ruler known for his contributions to art, literature, and the promotion of 
Jainism, King Kharavela strengthened the foundations of the ancient Kalinga state.​
 

2.​ Emperor Ashoka and the Kalinga War​
 The Kalinga War not only reshaped regional power dynamics but also profoundly 
influenced Ashoka’s embrace of Buddhism and his subsequent policies of peace and 
welfare.​
 



 

3.​ Narasingha Deva I​
 A prominent ruler from the Eastern Ganga dynasty, Narasingha Deva I is remembered 
for his extensive temple-building projects and his role in catalyzing a cultural renaissance 
in Odisha.​
 

4.​ Modern Leaders​
 Influential figures like Biju Patnaik played key roles in shaping post-independence 
Odisha, driving economic reforms and modernizing state infrastructure.​
 

5.​ Cultural Icons​
 Literary and artistic figures, such as the poet Jayadev—author of the celebrated “Gita 
Govinda”—have left an enduring mark on Odia culture and continue to inspire future 
generations.​
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