Types of conditionals
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S““t ;0"0“3"0"3' : Conditional sentences

econd conditiona . e .- .

Third conditional Conditional clauses are also called conditional sentences or if sentences.
Mixed conditional Conditionals describe the result of a certain condition.

They always have two parts, a main clause and an if clause. These two parts are
closely connected.
The action in the main part can only happen if a certain condition is taking place. This condition
has to be expressed in the if clause.
The if clause tells you the condition (/f you study hard) and the main clause tells you the result
(you will pass your exams). The order of the clauses does not change the meaning.

T If you study hard, you will pass your exams.
"1 You will pass your exams if you study hard.

Using commas in conditional sentences

When the condition is at the beginning of the sentence, you have to separate it from the main
clause with a comma. If the condition is at the back of the sentence, you don't use a comma.
Examples:

If he comes to my party, I'll be happy.

I'll be happy if he comes to my party.

Conditional sentences are often divided into different types.

Zero conditional
We use the zero conditional to talk about things that are generally true, especially for laws
and rules.
01 If I drink too much coffee, I can't sleep at night.
Ul Ice melts if you heat it.
"l When the sun goes down, it gets dark.
The structure is: iff'when + present simple >> present simple.

First conditional
We use the first conditional when we talk about future situations we believe are real or
possible.
01 If'it doesn't rain tomorrow, we'll go to the beach.
Ul Arsenal will be top of the league if they win.
"l When I finish work, I'll call you.
In first conditional sentences, the structure is usually:

iff'when + present simple >> will + infinitive.

It is also common to use this structure with unless, as long as, as soon as or in case instead
of if.

Ul I'll leave as soon as the babysitter arrives.

"1 Idon't want to stay in London unless I get a well-paid job.
Ul I'll give you a key in case I'm not at home.

Tl You can go to the party, as long as you're back by midnight.



Second conditional
The second conditional is used to imagine present or future situations that are impossible or
unlikely in reality.
Ul If we had a garden, we could have a cat.
01 If I won a lot of money, I'd buy a big house in the country.
U1 I wouldn't worry if I were you.
The structure is usually: if + past simple >> + would + infinitive.

When ifis followed by the verb be, it is grammatically correct to say if I were, if he were, if she
were and if it were. However, it is also common to hear these structures with was, especially in
the he/she form.

O If I were you, I wouldn't mention it.
"1 If she was prime minister, she would invest more money in schools.
Tl He would travel more if he was younger.

Third conditional
The third conditional is used to imagine a different past. We imagine a change in a past situation
and the different result of that change.

Ul If I had understood the instructions properly, I would have passed the exam.
"l We wouldn't have got lost if my phone hadn't run out of battery.
In third conditional sentences, the structure is usually:

If + past perfect >> would have + past participle.

Exercise 1

1. If Mr Brown (sell) his car last year, he would have got more money for it.
2. If Susan takes her driving lessons regularly, she (pass) her driving test.
3. If Mr Jones (watch) the news every evening, he would know more
about politics.
4. If Charlie (not stop) eating these green apples, he'll soon feel sick.
5. If you had told me the truth, I (help) you.
6. If old Mrs White heard a strange noise, she (call) the police.
7.If1 (have) good luck, I would have won the first prize.
8. IfI (be) you, I would throw away all this old junk.
9. If I got the earlier bus, I (can) come home at 5 o'clock.
10. If mother (make) apple pie, I'll give you a piece.
11. If Peter (not leave) earlier, he would miss the bus.
12. If we missed the train, we (take) a taxi.
13. If he (win) a lot of money, he will fly to Paris.
14. If she is ill, she (not come) to our party.
15. We (play) tennis if it stopped raining.

Mixed conditionals
Just yoro norpioni Mixed Conditionals?
Jj 4oro BUBYATH IIPABUJIAa YMOBHUX PEUEHB 3MIIIAHOTO THILY, SKIIO LIJIKOM JOCTaTHbO
qoTHpbhox ocHOBHUX? [Tosicnenns nocrarupo npocre: Mixed Conditionals crae y mpuroi o,
KOJIM y JIBOX YaCTHHAX YMOBHOI'O pEUCHHs HAEThCS Mpo Pi3HI yacosi nepioau. Hanpuknan, mu



MOXXEMO MIpKyBaTH: 110 0yJ10 0 3apa3, AKOM Y MHHYJIOMY MU BUMHWJIM MO-iHIoMY? 3MilIaHi
YMOBH JIO3BOJISIIOTh BUPA3UTH CKJIAJHI TIMOTETUYHI CUTYallii, K1 3’ €IHYIOTh P13HI EPIOJH Yacy.

Posymitoun konctpykuito Mixed Conditionals, Mu oTprMyeMo 31aTHICTS TIepeiaBaTy CKIIATHI
171e1, MipKyBaTH IMpo HepeaJlbHI a00 HEHMOBIPHI CIleHapii Ta JOCIIIKYBaTH B3a€EMOJIIF0 MiXk
NPUYMHOIO Ta HACIIAKOM 3 OUTBIIMMH HIOQHCAMH.

V¥V Mixed Conditionals MoxknuBi 1Bi pi3Hi Bapialii cTpykTypH. Jliis Toro mob 3po3ymiTH, SKHi
TUTI BUKOPUCTOBYBaTH B if clause, a sxuit — y main clause, moTpiOHO 3BEpHYTH yBary Ha
KOHTEKCT. KoxkHa KOMOiHaIlisl MpeCTaBIsi€e Pi3HI HACTIAKA, JEMOHCTPYIOYH CKIQTHICTB 1
THYYKICTh aHIJIIHCHKOi MOBH.

Type 2 + Type 3

If clause Main clause
(HepeaneHWA CTaH) (rinoTeTWuHKUi pezyneTaT)
If + Past Simple Would + Have + Past Participle
If Kate spoke fluent French, she would have secured the job in Paris.

TobTo KelT He Bonogic BiNbHOKW GPAHLYILKOHK MOBOH (HEDeanbHWi CTaH), a AKOKW BoHa 3Hana
paHUYIEKY, TO OTPHMaNa B y MuHynomy poboty B Mapuxi (rinoTeTuuHKi pezyneTaT).

Type 3 + Type 2

If clause Main clause
(HEpEaNbHE YMOBE, CUTYELLIA B MUHYNOMY) (HepeaneHKid YABHWA PE3YNETAT Y TENEDIWHLOMY
uaci)
If + Past Perfect Would/ could/ might + bare inf.
If Brian had won the competition, he would share the prize money with his
friends.

TobTo BpasH He BMrpaE 3MaraHHR, 3 AKWo b BMrpae Toai (HepeansHa yMoea), To NoTiM noginue Bu
rpoWoBY BMHaroposy 3 ApY3smMu (YABHWE pe3yneTaT).

We use mixed conditionals to mix talking about the present andthe past in the same sentence.
The mixed conditional is a combination of the second and third conditionals:

> We can use past simple or continuous in the if-clause (to refer to the present or future)
and would/ should/ might have + past participle in the main clause (to refer to the past).

> We can also use past perfect in the if-clause (to refer to the past)
and would/ should/ might + infinitive (to refer to the present).

e [f[didn’t have (second conditional) so much work, I would have gone (third
conditional) to the party last night.

e [fIspoke (second conditional) German, I would have understood (third
conditional) them.

e [fI had won (third conditional) the lottery, I would be (second conditional) rich.

e [f [ hadn’t dropped (third conditional) school, I could have (second conditional) a better

job now.



We can use mixed conditionals when we imagine a past change with a result in the present
or a present change with a result in the past.
1. Past/Present
Here's a sentence imagining how a change in a past situation would have a result in the present.
O If I hadn't got the job in Tokyo, I wouldn't be with my current partner.
So the structure is: If + past perfect >> would + infinitive.
2. Present/Past
Here's a sentence imagining how a different situation in the present would mean that the past was
different as well.
Ul It's really important. If it wasn't, [ wouldn't have called you on your holiday.
And the structure is: If + past simple >> would have + past participle.

Alternatives to if in conditional sentences

We can use the expressions as long as, provided/ providing (that), on condition (that), or only
if instead of if when we want to emphasise (makpecnutn) the condition that needs to be present
so that something can happen or be done.

I'll tell you what really happened as long as you keep the secret.

I’ll lend you the money provided (that) you pay me back next month.

They will speak to the press on condition (that) they remain anonymous sources.
We will invest the money, but only if you can prove that its a safe investment.

Whether or not

We use whether or not when there are two alternatives, and we want to say that something will
happen or will be true in any of those two alternatives. Compare:

o [’ll help him if he needs me. (=1 will help him only if he needs me.)
o [’ll help him whether or not he needs me. (1 will help him if he needs me, and I will help
him if he doesn’t need me, t0o0.)

Even if

We also use even if with a similar meaning to ‘whether or not’. It is used to emphasise that
something will still be true or will happen if another thing happens.

e [Even if you apologise, he’ll never forgive you. (=Whether or not you apologise, he’ll
never forgive you.)

Suppose/supposing (IIpumycTuMo/IpHrITyCTUMO)

We normally use suppose or supposing at the beginning of a sentence to make someone imagine
a situation. It means ‘what would happen if”, or simply ‘if” (imagining a situation).

o Supposing I got a job, I wouldn 't be able to travel with you next summer.
e Suppose she doesn t believe you, what would you do then?



Inversion in conditional sentences (3BOpoT B YMOBHHMX pe4EHHSX)
Should you find

In first conditional sentences, it’s possible to use should at the beginning of the sentence instead
of if. This form is formal, and it’s common to use an imperative form in the main clause.

o Should you find the answer, please let me know as soon as possible. (=If you find the
answer)

e Should you change your mind, you know where to contact us. (=If you change your
mind)

Had we arrived
In third conditional sentences, we can invert the auxiliary verb had and leave if out.

Had we arrived = If we had arrived.
o Had we arrived earlier, we could have prevented the incident.
o Had they looked further into the data, they might have realised there was a mistake.

Were we to announce

We can also find cases of inversion with this structure: were + subject + to. + infinitive. It is
used to talk about future improbable (aeiimoBipHo) events (like the second conditional).

® JVere we to announce the truth, we would receive a lot of criticism. (=If we announced

o)
® Vere they to buy a new house, they would need to sell the old one first. (=If they bought

.))
Negative forms: should I not, had we not, were we not

When should, had or were are negative, contracted forms are not used, and not is used after the
subject.

o Shouldn’t you wish to retake the test, you must let us know before the end of June.

o Should you not wish to retake the test, you must let us know before the end of June.
® Hadn’t you refused my invitation, we would have had the most incredible time in our

lives.
e Had you not refused my invitation, we would have had the most incredible time in our
lives.
Weren’t you my brother, I would call the police.
Were you not my brother, I would call the police.



Exercise 2

Choose the correct option to complete the sentences below.

o woh L

o © =

. Would you know what to do if you (would be having, were having, would have) a heart

attack?

If it hadn't been for you, I (wouldn’t have been, wouldn’t be, hadn’t be) here now.
As long as she (needed, needs, will need) me, I'll be there for her.

I wouldn't be living here if I (would have, had, were having) the choice.

If there hadn't been a fire extinguisher, the house (had burned, would burn, would have
burned) down.

You (wouldn’t be able to, cannot, hadn’t been able to) become a member, unless you
receive an invitation.

(Will you be, Had you been, Would you have been) happier if you had never met her?
If I(had never met, did never met, would never meet) her, now I would be happier.

I (pass, would pass, ‘m going to pass) the exam even if [ have to cheat.

. They might have spent the whole week at the campsite, provided they (had brought,

would have brought, would bring) enough food and water.



