
 
 

QUOTE SHEET 
 

Brightline West Quote 

 

“We’re honored and humbled by the confidence President Biden, Secretary Buttigieg, Senator Rosen and so 

many others have placed in Brightline’s vision to bring true high-speed rail to America. This is a historic moment 

that will serve as a foundation for a new industry, and a remarkable project that will serve as the blueprint for 

how we can repeat this model throughout the country. We’re ready to get to work to bring our vision of 

American made, American built, world class, state-of-the-art high speed train travel to America.” - Wes Edens, 

Founder and Chairman of Brightline 

 

Elected Officials 

 

“This historic high-speed rail project will be a game changer for Nevada’s tourism economy and transportation. 

It’ll bring more visitors to our state, reduce traffic on the I-15, create thousands of good paying jobs, and 

decrease carbon emissions, all while relying on local union labor. For decades, Nevadans have heard about the 

benefits of high-speed rail, and I’m proud to have led the charge for months to push the U.S. Department of 

Transportation to secure critical funding to make this a reality. I’ll always fight to support Nevada’s tourism 

economy and create good-paying, union jobs.” - U.S. Senator Jackie Rosen, Nevada 

​
“Connecting Las Vegas and Southern California by high-speed rail will create tens of thousands of good-paying 

union jobs, boost our Southern Nevada tourism economy, and finally help us cut down on I-15 traffic,” said 

Senator Cortez Masto. “Bringing high-speed rail to Southern Nevada just makes sense, given the tens of millions 

of visitors we have each year. I will keep working to ensure Nevada is getting the resources we need to make 

transportation easier and cleaner for Nevada families.” - U.S. Senator Catherine Cortez Mastro, Nevada 

 

“As far back as 2001, I’ve been advocating to bring a true high-speed rail system to Southern Nevada, and I am 

thrilled that this funding will allow Brightline West and the Nevada Department of Transportation to do just that. 

This project will help bring in hundreds of millions of dollars in tax revenue and create thousands of good-paying, 

union jobs. We’ll be creating jobs, reducing emissions, alleviating traffic, and setting an unprecedented example 

for the possibilities of high-speed rail in our country.” - Congresswoman Dina Titus, Nevada’s 1st District 

 

“This innovative infrastructure project from Brightline West is going to transform our state and region,” said 

Governor Joe Lombardo. “The historic federal funding announced today is a critical piece of this project and the 

future of transportation in the West.” - Governor Joe Lombardo, Nevada 

 

"After nearly two decades of working to bring high-speed rail to Southern Nevada, I’m thrilled to see NDOT 

awarded an historic $3 billion grant to help Brightline West build a modern transportation alternative that will 

reduce congestion on I-15 and boost our economy. We look forward to continuing our strong partnership with 

 



 

 

Brightline West and local stakeholders to make this ambitious plan a reality.” - Tracy Larkin Thomason, Director 

of the Nevada Department of Transportation 

 

Labor 

 

"We are proud to be in partnership with Brightline West in this historic project. Americans want high-speed rail, 

and this $3 billion federal grant from the Biden-Harris Administration will help deliver it. Together, we are ready 

to bring this transformative transportation project to Americans. Let’s get to work.” - High Speed Rail Labor 

Coalition ​
 

California and Nevada Building Trades 

 

“Today’s announcement by President Biden of the $3 billion award for the Brightline West High-Speed Rail 

Project is a massive win for the people of California and Nevada. The State Building and Construction Trades 

Council of California has worked for years to bring this project forward and are very proud of Brightline West and 

the Biden-Harris Administration for bringing it together. Funding for this project from the Bipartisan 

Infrastructure Law will make the lives for people in California and Nevada better, from the millions of people who 

will move about safely and efficiently resulting in tremendous relief on Interstate 15 and local communities to 

the thousands of members represented and trained by Building Trades Unions who will construct this 

monumental project. Union members both journey-level and apprentices alike will work hard building this 

country and their economic future because of this bold leadership and action.” - Chris Hannan, President of the 

State Building and Construction Trades Council  

 

"Today marks a significant milestone for Southern Nevada workers. The Labor Agreement we've secured on this 

project ensures thousands of skilled union members will contribute to the first speed rail in the West. 

Additionally, the 15% apprenticeship inclusion will ensure our training programs will have the demand to 

continue to grow, opening the doors for more Nevadans to pursue a career in the trades. This historic project will 

create thousands of jobs, boost our local economy and reduce traffic on the I-15. Nevada was built on the backs 

of our labor union members, and this historic rail project will continue that legacy. I'm proud of our unions' 

pivotal role in this endeavor.” - Vince Saavedra, Executive Secretary-Treasurer of the Southern Nevada Building 

Trades Unions 

 

“The Inland Empire Building Trades is incredibly excited to be a part of this investment in California’s future. This 

federal grant for the high-speed rail system will do nothing short of propelling our state into imminent success in 

the field of transportation, as well as build jobs, housing, and connect our communities faster. We are proud and 

grateful to be a part of this effort.” - Slaughter Bradley, Leader of the San Bernardino-Riverside Building Trades 

Council 

Las Vegas Convention and Visitors Authority 

“This is a big and important step toward making high speed rail between Los Angeles and Las Vegas a reality.  It 

will offer an exciting, fun experience for our largest visitor base vital to our tourism economy.  We thank our 

Nevada delegation for their relentless work to help make Brightline West happen.” - Steve Hill, President and 

 



 

 

CEO of the Las Vegas Convention and Visitors Authority   
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