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Stylistic Techniques are also known as literary devices or figurative language. These techniques 
are more specific (rather than broad)  and can be found when reading literature, speeches, stories, or 
other literary works or prose.  
 
Allusion: A brief historical, biblical, literary, or mythological  reference to a well-known person, 
place, event, or text that evokes deeper meaning or connects the speaker’s message to shared 
knowledge. Example: Referencing the Bible, Civil War, Plague, Zeus, Shakespeare…. to add depth. 
 
Anecdote: a brief story or narrative, usually in the beginning providing a glimpse rather than 
comprehensive detail; may contain intimate, first-hand experience. Example: Opening a speech with 
a brief story about one's childhood. 
 
Flashback: A scene that takes the reader back in time to reveal background information.Example: 
A character remembering a childhood trauma to explain their current behavior. 
 
Foreshadowing is a literary device where the author gives hints or clues about events that will 
happen later in the story. 👉 Example: In Romeo and Juliet, Romeo says he’d rather die than live 
without Juliet — this foreshadows their tragic ending. 
 
Imagery:  Vivid language that appeals to the senses (sight, sound, touch, etc.). Example: Describing 
the "sharp, biting cold" of a winter night. 
 
Inclusive Language: Words like we, our, and us that make the audience feel included and unified 
with the speaker. Example: "We must work together to build our future." 
 
Irony (Situational): When the opposite of what you expect happens. The opposite of what is 
expected happens. (Example: A fire station burning down.) 
 
Juxtaposition: Placing two contrasting ideas side by side for effect. Example: “Love and hate lived 
in the same heart.” ​
 
Metaphor: A figure of speech that directly compares two unrelated things by stating one is the 
other. Example: "Life is a roller coaster." 
 
Personification: human traits, abilities, or emotions are attributed to non-human entities.  
Example: "The wind whispered secrets through the trees." 



 
Simile: A figure of speech that compares two unrelated things using the words like or as. "Example: 
Her smile was bright like the sun."​
 
Rhetorical Questions: Questions posed not to elicit an answer but to make a point or provoke 
thought.Example: How long must we wait for justice?" Is this the best we can do?  
 
Symbolism: an object that represents a deeper meaning or idea beyond its literal sense. Birds often 
symbolize freedom, transformation, or warning, death,wisdom,  or confinement.  
 

 
Authorial Choices refer to the deliberate decisions that an author uses when writing literature; these 
choices are more broad in scope; therefore, the text in its entirety should be considered.   

 
●​ Tone Tone describes the writer's feelings toward the subject, characters, audience, or work 

itself. Tone is established through word choice, phrasing, imagery, and other stylistic elements 
that reveal the writer's emotions and perspectives. Morrison’s tone can be described as 
passionate, reflective, instructive, critical.. 

 
●​ Mood  describes the overall feeling a reader experiences reading a text, rather than the 

specific emotions of characters; it refers to the emotional atmosphere or landscape that 
pervades a written work based on details, setting, imagery, and language. Mood can be 
thought of as the emotional weather of the text . 

 
Types of Repetition 
Anaphora 

●​ Definition: Repeating the same word(s) at the beginning of successive clauses or sentences.​
Effect: Creates emphasis, rhythm, and a sense of urgency. 

●​ Example: “It is the language… It is the language…” 
 Mesodiplosis 

●​ Definition: Repeating the same word(s) in the middle of successive clauses. 
●​ Effect: Draws attention to a key word, creates rhythm inside the sentence. 
●​ Example: We are truly ready, we are truly able, we are truly strong." 

Epistrophe 
●​ Definition: Repeating the same word(s) at the end of successive clauses or sentences. 
●​ Effect: Sticks the idea in the reader’s mind, creates a powerful closing echo. 
●​ Example: “…to protect freedom, to defend freedom, to honor freedom.” 

Anadiplosis 
●​ Definition: Repeating the last word of one clause at the beginning of the next. 
●​ Example: “Freedom is power. Power must be shared.” 

Epizeuxis 
●​ Definition: Repeating the same word immediately in a row. (continuously) 
●​ Effect: Adds emotion, drama, or emphasis.  Example: “Never, never, never give up.” 


