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Song ngii Viét Anh

"Vietnam’s ranking in Transparency International’s corruption-perceptions index has risen from 111th in the
world to 87th.The country is implementing accounting standards under investor-protection agreements with

America and the European Union, says Oliver Massmann, a lawyer who has advised the government. "

An anti-graft drive brings down Vietnam’s president
Bai trif tham nhiing cling [a m&t nd luc cai cach nghiém tdc

Nhiing ngudi cong san Viét Nam d3 thé hién su tinh té trong cong tac hdu can khan cap vao nhitng nam 1960
bang cach van chuyén vii khi bang xe dap trén dudng mon H6 Chi Minh. Khi covid-19 xay ra vao ndm 2020, con
chdu ho d3 lam theo nhu vy. Khi bién gidi ddng clia, hang chuc ngan céng dan Viét Nam bi mac ket & nudc

ngoai. Chinh phu Viét Nam da nhanh chéng thué gan 800 chuyén bay dé dua ho vé nudc.
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Tuy nhién ngay sau dé 16 ra rang, khéng phai ai di cling déu sudn sé. Quan chiic Pai st quan d3 yéu cau phi cao
tU 5.000 do la trg 1én dé tao diéu kién thuan Igi cho viéc hoi hugng. “Mét phu nif trong trai cach ly ngi téi 6 da
tra gap ba lan so tién t6i bo ra,” mot ngugi hoi huong nhd lai. Mot lan nifa, chinh phu da nhanh chong hanh
dong. Dau ndm 2022, cd quan diéu tra bat dau bat gill cdc quan chic vi cdo budc nhan haéi 16. Hang chuc ngugi
hién phai déi mat vdi viéc bi truy té, trong dé c6 hai cyu b trudng. Ngay 17 thang 1, Chu tich nudc Nguyén

Xuan Phuc da tu chic dé chiu trach nhiém vé vu bé bai nay.

Néu tham nhiing khong hiém & Viét Nam, thi cac vu chd tich nudc tu chic lai hiém. Vu tuf chiic cia 6ng Phic
nhan manh muc dd dang ké ma dai dich da kich hoat n6 luc chdng tham nhiing hay “lo d&t” kéo dai hang chuc
nam. Cudc dan ap nay la chinh sach tiéu biéu cia Nguyén Phu Trong, tong bi thu Dang Cong san Viét Nam [a

lanh dao t6i cao — ¢ quyén luc han ca thi tudng hodc chd tich nudc.

Giéng nhu Tap Can Binh & Trung Quéc, Nguyén Phi Trong da st dung cudc chién chéng tham nhiing dé tich
Ity thém quyén luc cho ban than va Bang Cong san. Ong Nguyén Khic Giang thudc Trung tdm Nghién c(fu Kinh
té va Chién lugc Viét Nam tai Ha Ndi cho biét: “Trudc khi cd chién dich chéng tham nhiing, ¢é su can bang giiia
dang va nha nudc. Tuy nhién, hau hét cac quan chlc cap cao bi thanh triing vi toi tham nhiing chii yéu nhd cac

cd quan chinh phd, ch khong phai dang. Két qua la dang ngay cang chiém uu thé.

Dan 4p tham nhiing cling la mét nd luc cai cdch nghiém tic. Ong Nguyén Phi Trong 78 tudi, hién dang phuc vu
nhiém ky 5 nam [an th( ba, thudc thé hé lanh dao cudi cung tiing trai qua cudc chién tranh chéng My khi
trudng thanh. Ong dugc coi [a mdt tin d6 chan chinh mudn thanh triing nan tham nhiing tran lan sau khi Viét
Nam ap dung kinh té thi trudng vao nhitng nam 1990. Andrew Wells-Dang, m&t chuyén gia vé Viét Nam tai Vién
Hoa binh Hoa Ky, mot ¢ quan déc [dp nhung do qudc héi tai trg, cho biét: “Cac nha quan sat hiéu sai 6ng ay
hoan toan: ching t6i coi 6ng dy nhu mét nhan vat chuyén tiép. Mot sé ngudi trong dang goi 6ng la con trau

dot, “con trau cling dau”.

Nhiing ké |gi dung dai dich do6i bai dang thu hat su chd y ctia 6ng ta. Thang 12 nam 2021, giam d6c cong ty
thiét bi y t& Viét A, bi budc toi héi 16 quan chiic d& mua ban cac bd xét nghiém covid clia cong ty 6ng ta. Cac
quan chiic bi cdo budc dong |8a da bi bat gilt sau d6 gdm ca cac bd trudng y té va bo khoa hoc va cdng nghé.

Nhiing ngudi nay déi tra tuyén bé rang kit test ctia Viét A da dugc WHO va chinh phd Anh ching nhan.

Nhan vién tai cac dai st quan tif Ang-g6-la dén Nhat Ban d3 bj triing phat vi cdc chuyén bay héi hudng. Thang

Tu, mot thit trudng ngoai giao da bi bat vi vu bé béi ndy. B cdng an day quyén luc, ¢ quan thuc hién cac cudc



diéu tra tham nhiing, da dua ra cdo budc doi vdi ba quan chiic cta ho. Ngay 5 thang 1, cudc thanh tring da
khién hai phé thi tudng mat chic, trong dé cd b trudng ngoai giao, ngudi dudc cho la c6 kha nang trd thanh
thi tudng trong tuong lai.

Cudc dan ap tham nhiing cling da tan cong linh vyc tai chinh. Vao thang 4, cac gidm déc ciia mot tap doan bat
dong san thuong mai da bi bat sau khi td chiic nay dua ra gid dau thau han 1ty d6 la cho mot khu dat & Ha Nbi.
Théng 10, vu bat gill ngudi diing dau mét cdng ty bat dong san khac d& cham ngodi cho mét dot 6 at rit tién ra

khoi mot ngan hang.

Chién dich da phan nao thanh cong. Trong chi s6 nhan thdc tham nhiing ctia Té chlic Minh bach Qudc té Viét
Nam da tang hang tu th(f 111 [én th( 87 trén thé gidi. Oliver Massmann, mot luat su da tu van cho chinh phd,
cho biét Viét Nam dang thuc hién cac tiéu chuan ké toan theo cac thda thuan bao vé nha dau tu vdéi My va Lién

minh chau Au.

Tuy nhién, mét sé vu bat gilt ¢ déng cd chinh tri. Nguy Thi Khanh, moét nha hoat dong mai trudng néi tiéng, da
bi két an vao thang 6 tGi hai nam tu vi tdi tron thué cho giai thudng ma c6 da dudc trao. Chién dich nay cling
dang c6 nhiing tac dong kinh té tiéu cuc. Tién si Massmann ndi, vdi viéc hach toan chat ché han, “cac quan
chic tham nhiing khdng quan tdm dén viéc thuc hién cac du an dau tu von, bdi vi ho khéng thé ‘an’ dugc.”

Ngay ca mot s6 quan chlc trung thuc cling khong thich tai tiéng dén muc ho sé khong phé duyét cac dy an.

Tam anh hudng cling thé hién trong so liéu thong ké dau tu. Ty | giai ngan dau tu von nha nudc giam tu
khoang 70% trong nam 2011-2014 xudng con khoang 50% vao nam 2019. Sau maot dgt tang vot sau covid, nam
ngodi lai gidm xudng 58%. Ong Giang ndi: “Quan chiic sg chiu trdch nhiém, sd ky tén hodc sg chuan bi tai liéu
cong khai cho cac du an. Két qua ngung tré c6 thé thay ro ngay ca trong viéc thu thué. Nhiéu ngudi nudc ngoai

cho biét ho khéng thé ndp thué. Quan chic lién quan lo sg ¢é thé phai chiu trach nhiém trong viéc thu tién sai.

Tinh trang nay dang [am chadm cdc du an cd s8 ha tang rat can thiét. Cao tdc Badc Nam trén toan quéc van con
chap va. Tau dién ngdm hifa hen ciia Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh van chua khai trugng sau mét chuc ndm xay
dung. Diéu nay sé khdng gay nguy hiém cho tang trudng ctia Viét Nam trong ngdn han. Tang trudng ndm 2022
udc tinh la 7,5% va du kién sé& dat mUic cao nhat 6% trong nam nay. Khi Mj va Chau Au tach khdi Trung Qudc,
cac hang san xuat dang ngay cang chuyén nhiéu han sang Viét Nam. Tuy nhién, 6ng Trong muén Viét Nam trg
thanh mét quoc gia c6 thu nhap trung binh vao nam 2030. Va dé diéu d6 kha thi, quan chilc trung thuc phai c6
kha nang phé duyét du an ma khéng sg bi bat.
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The crackdown on corruption is also a serious reform effort

Your browser does not support the element.Y URIY NIKOLOV , a veteran Ukrainian anti-corruption activist and
journalist, has had plenty of scoops in his time.Y URIY NIKOLOV , a veteran Ukrainian anti-corruption activist
and journalist, has had plenty of scoops in his time.Belfast International Airport has announced a major

recruitment drive with over 300 jobs available.

Listen to this story Save time by listening to our audio articles as you multitask OK Yet it soon emerged that not
everyone’s trip had gone smoothly.Embassy officials had demanded inflated fees of $5,000 or more to
facilitate the repatriations.Now the fate of Oleksii Reznikov, the minister of defence, is in question.“One
woman in the quarantine camp where | stayed paid triple what | did,” recalled one evacuee.Since he published

his explosive article on January 21st, Mr Nikolov says, soldiers at the front have been messaging him to say
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that while they fight Russia, he is taking on “the enemy at home”.Again, the government was swift to act.Mr
Nikolov’s story revealed that the defence ministry had signed a contract to buy food for soldiers at grossly
inflated prices.In early 2022 investigators began arresting officials for allegedly shaking down the returnees for
kickbacks.At the fair, teams from the airport and associated partner companies including Swissport, Wilson
James, MountCharles Group and Boots will be on hand to guide attendees through the application process as

well discuss competitive salaries and related company benefits.

Dozens now face prosecution, including two former ministers.(No money actually changed hands, because the
article was published before payment fell due.(No money actually changed hands, because the article was
published before payment fell due.On January 17th Nguyen Xuan Phuc, Vietnam’s president, resigned to take
responsibility for the scandal.If corruption is not uncommon in, presidential resignations are.He was sacked
the next day.Mr Phuc’s underlines the remarkable degree to which the pandemic has ignited a decade-old
anti-corruption drive known as dot lo (“blazing furnace”).On January 24th Mr Reznikov’s deputy resigned.This
crackdown is the signature policy of Nguyen Phu Trong, who as general secretary of the Vietnamese
Communist Party (VCP ) is the country’s paramount leader—more powerful than the prime minister or
president.But Vitaliy Shabunin, head of the Anti-corruption Action Centre (AntAC), a respected anti-corruption
organisation, says that “trust in the minister has been lost”, and that it would be “unwise” for President
Volodymyr Zelensky to leave him in his job.The Airport offers an exciting work environment and there are

plenty of options to carve out a long-term career path within the travel and aviation sector.

Like Xi Jinping in China, Mr Trong has used corruption-fighting to amass ever more power for himself and the
Communist Party.“Before the anti-corruption campaign there was a balance between the party and the state,”
says Nguyen Khac Giang of the Vietnam Centre for Economic and Strategic Studies in Hanoi.Mr Nikolov
believes that in recent weeks Mr Zelensky has been pressured by his Western allies to tackle Ukraine’s
corruption problem.Mr Nikolov believes that in recent weeks Mr Zelensky has been pressured by his Western
allies to tackle Ukraine’s corruption problem.Yet most of the senior officials purged for corruption rose mainly
through government organs, not the party.The party has become increasingly dominant as a result.Since then
the country has built a series of increasingly effective anti-corruption institutions.The crackdown is also a
serious reform effort.Yet responding to the full-scale Russian invasion last February diverted resources from
bodies like the intelligence arm of the National Anti-Corruption Bureau ( NABU ).READ NEXT: For all the latest

news, visit the Belfast Live homepage here.



The 78-year-old Mr Trong, now serving his third five-year term, belongs to the last generation of leaders who
experienced the war against America as adults.In summer they returned to the fight against graft.He is
considered a true believer who wants to purge the VCP of the graft that spread after Vietnam adopted a market
economy in the 1990s.0bservers “got him completely wrong: we thought of him as a transitional figure,” says
Andrew Wells-Dang, a Vietnam expert at the United States Institute of Peace, a congressionally funded but
independent body.After the invasion the government stopped publishing procurement contracts for supplies
like food.After the invasion the government stopped publishing procurement contracts for supplies like
food.Some in the party reportedly call him con trau dot , “stubborn bull”Those who corruptly exploited the

pandemic were waving a red flag at him.But the change has given the crooks fresh opportunities to exploit.

In December 2021 the CEO of Viet A, a medical-equipment firm, was charged with bribing officials to purchase
his company’s covid tests.Tymofiy Mylovanov, the president of the Kyiv School of Economics and a former
government minister, says that although the recent developments “look bad”, they can also be interpreted in a
positive light.Arrests of allegedly complicit bureaucrats followed, including the ministers of health and of
science and technology, whose departments had falsely claimed that Viet A’s tests were certified by the WHO
and the British government.Ukraine’s anti-corruption institutions are working.Staff at embassies from Angola
to Japan were punished over the repatriation flights.In April a deputy foreign minister was arrested over the
scandal.Indeed, points out Mr Mylovanov, during Russia’s first attack on Ukraine in 2014, it was in part
corruption that “made our institutions—the military, the secret service and counterintelligence—unable to
resist.Indeed, points out Mr Mylovanov, during Russia’s first attack on Ukraine in 2014, it was in part corruption
that “made our institutions—the military, the secret service and counterintelligence—unable to resist.The
powerful ministry of public security, which carries out corruption investigations, made allegations against

three of its own officials.

On January 5th the purge cost two deputy prime ministers their jobs, including the foreign minister, who some
considered a possible future prime minister.”Mr Shabunin, of the anti-corruption organisation, says that after
the Russian invasion, the media and civil-society outfits like his struck a deal with the government: they would
cease their attacks on the government in exchange for an official crackdown on corruption.The crackdown has
also hit the financial sector.This week, he says, Oleksandr Kubrakov, the minister of infrastructure, kept to the
government’s side of the deal by quickly sacking Mr Lozynskiy, his deputy.In April managers at a
commercial-property group were arrested after it made a bid of over $1bn for land in Hanoi.Mr Reznikov, alas,

did not move so smartly.In October the arrest of the head of another property company sparked a run on a



bank which had sold its securities.The campaign has been somewhat successful.As if on cue, on January 25th
Ukrainska Pravda published a story alleging that criminals had defrauded the ministry of defence in a case
involving flak jackets that were paid for but never delivered.As if on cue, on January 25th Ukrainska Pravda
published a story alleging that criminals had defrauded the ministry of defence in a case involving flak jackets

that were paid for but never delivered.

Vietnam’s ranking in Transparency International’s corruption-perceptions index has risen from 111th in the world
to 87th.The country is implementing accounting standards under investor-protection agreements with America

and the European Union, says Oliver Massmann, a lawyer who has advised the government.

But, suggested the newspaper, the fraudsters could only have got as far as they did with inside help.Yet some
arrests look politically motivated.Yuriy Sak, an adviser to Mr Reznikov, says that the minister’s record stands for
itself. Nguy Thi Khanh, a celebrated climate activist, was sentenced in June to two years in prison for failing to
pay tax on a prize she had been awarded.He has “zero tolerance for corruption”, the ministry is investigating
the procurement affair, and Mr Reznikov’s “primary responsibility is to make sure Ukraine can defeat the

enemy”The campaign is also having perverse economic effects.

With stricter accounting, says Dr Massmann, “corrupt officials have no interest in implementing
capital-investment projects, because they can’t ‘eat’ from them.” Even some honest officials are so
scandal-averse that they won’t approve projects.The effect shows up in investment statistics.The
disbursement rate of state capital investment—the share of the government’s planned spending on roads and
the like which was actually spent—fell from around 70% in 2011-14 to about 50% in 2019.After a post-covid

jump, last year it dropped to 58%.

“Officials are afraid of any kind of responsibility, giving signatures or preparing public documents for projects,”
says Mr Giang.The resultant snarl-up is evident even in tax collection.Several foreign residents report being
unable to pay their taxes.The relevant officials worried that they might be held responsible for collecting the

wrong amount.The logjam is slowing badly needed infrastructure projects.

The nationwide North-South Expressway remains a patchwork.Ho Chi Minh City’s promised metro has yet to
open a decade after work on it began.This will not jeopardise Vietnam’s growth in the short term.It was

estimated at 7.5% in 2022 and is expected to top 6% this year.



As America and Europe decouple from China, manufacturers are increasingly turning to Vietnam.Yet Mr Trong
wants it to become a middle-income country by 2030. And for that to be feasible, honest officials should be

able to approve projects without fear of being arrested.
This article appeared in the Asia section of the print edition under the headline"Cleaning the house" Asia.
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