Letter from Jewish UW Faculty, Staff, and Students in Support of Protesters for
Divestment & Ceasefire
1 May 2024

We are Jewish faculty, staff, and students at the University of Wisconsin-Madison who stand
with the peaceful and righteous coalition of student activists calling for the university to divest
from Israel. We join our Muslim and Muslim-allied colleagues, Jewish Voice for Peace—Madison,
and the over 2000 faculty, staff, students, alumni, and donors who signed the “Statement in
Solidarity with Student Protest from the University of Wisconsin-Madison Community,” in
demanding that the university allow student activists to express their freedom of speech for
Palestinian rights. In a climate in which “Jewish safety” is being used to justify repression of
student activists fighting against genocide, we refuse to have our identity as Jews weaponized
against our own values. We also refuse the conflation of anti-Zionism with antisemitism. We will
not be silenced or intimidated by specious claims that to stand against war, genocide,
occupation, and ethnonationalism is to discriminate against ourselves.

The national student movement for divestment and ceasefire is deeply aligned with Jewish
values of peace and justice for oppressed peoples everywhere. At encampments on university
campuses across the US, Jewish activists have held Passover seders—an ancient celebration
of liberation from oppression—uwith their Muslim and Christian peers. Our support of the
encampment is an expression both of our pride in being openly Jewish and our condemnation of
Israel's brutal occupation of Palestinians. We feel the presence of our ancestors when we say:
"Never again."

We also care about the safety of Jewish people in our community. That is why we insist that any
conversation about Jewish safety on campus must take into account the safety of Jewish
protesters for divestment and ceasefire, who, along with all protesters, the University has placed
at risk of violence by inviting the police onto campus to make arrests. We urge university
administrators to consider that when anti-Zionist discourse is presented as a violent suppression
of the free speech of others, it contributes to a chilling political climate that targets faculty, staff,
and students--especially those who are Muslim, BIPOC, and Jewish--for doxxing and
undermines the flourishing of free expression on campus. We insist that Jewish safety is
impossible without the safety of all others, on our campus and beyond.

This is why we condemn in the strongest possible terms the University's choice to call in the
police to forcibly arrest and assault our students and colleagues. Instead of supporting our rights
to peacefully protest, the University leadership has turned to police violence against students,
faculty, and staff. We refuse to allow our identity as Jews to be used as an excuse for such
violence. We implore the administration to choose peace and justice over entrenching cycles of
violence on our campus community and across the world.

Antisemitism is real; we know because we have experienced it here in Wisconsin. We have not

forgotten that neo-Nazis marched through downtown Madison just last year. We expect
UW-Madison to protect its Jewish community from antisemitic violence, hate speech, and


https://www.dailycardinal.com/article/2024/04/letter-to-the-editor-statement-in-solidarity-with-peaceful-student-protest-for-palestinian-rights
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rqBhOEPaTdewrc20blmZNfWDZtz1Tgvl/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vT4Cgw5pVwZ3o9OkzA7HsRF93Xc2KIMliHKEBGFXJZBuGtZWfam7DGC0On9MFt-NTusPytV_TCCy1MG/pub?urp=gmail_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vT4Cgw5pVwZ3o9OkzA7HsRF93Xc2KIMliHKEBGFXJZBuGtZWfam7DGC0On9MFt-NTusPytV_TCCy1MG/pub?urp=gmail_link
https://sites.google.com/view/uwantisemitism/letter
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/22/us/campus-protest-seders.html
https://www.dailycardinal.com/article/2023/11/neo-nazi-group-holds-rally-in-downtown-madison

harassment. But we also expect the university to distinguish between antisemitism and criticism
of Israel, between Jews and Zionists, between an identity and a political stance. Our safety and
our freedom of expression--as well as those of our colleagues and students--depends on it.

In solidarity with the students,
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Dr. Michael M. Bell, Philip David Lowe and Vilas Distinguished Achievement Professor of
Community and Environmental Sociology

Dr. Jill H. Casid, Professor, Departments of Art History and Gender and Women's
Studies
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Dr. Paula Gottlieb, Professor, Philosophy

. Dr. Giuliana Chamedes, Associate Professor, Department of History
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. Dr. Max Besbris, Associate Professor, Department of Sociology
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Dr. Ronni Hayon, Associate Professor of Family Medicine and Community Health
Dr. Leah S. Horowitz, Associate Professor of Environmental Studies
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Dr. Amanda Shubert, Teaching Faculty, Department of English
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Dr. Sharon Lezberg, Community Development Educator, UW-Madison Extension Dane
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Diane Mayerfeld, Outreach Specialist, Division of Extension
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Hannah Kass, Joint PhD student in the Department of Geography and the Nelson
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107. Kadin Henningsen, Alumni, MA GWS 2016
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109. Deborah McCants, B.S. ‘96

110. Rebecca Rose, PhD student and instructor

111.  Jennie Mauer, Lecturer, La Follette School of Public Affairs
112. Jess Mankewitz, PhD Student

113.  Abhinay Reddy



