
 

 

THURSDAY, APRIL 28, 2011 

#1389 East Cape To Thornton Beach: First Sun, World's 

Biggest Pōhutukawa, Boy Movie Locations  

​
Watch today's show at YouTube ​
​
On day 28 we got up early again so we could be among the first people in the 

world to welcome the new day. ​
​
We drove to the end of East Cape Road and then walked up about 700 steps to 

the East Cape Lighthouse. ​
​
When we got to the top of the hill the sun was hiding behind the clouds 

unfortunately, but the view was still beautiful. ​
​

​
​
This lighthouse was built more than 100 years ago and was originally on this 

little island called Whangaokena or East Island. It was moved over here in 1922 

because the island was too unstable. ​
​
On the way back down the hill, we stopped to look at some of the plants. ​
This is Rangiora. ​
I think this Mānuka … or it could be Kānuka. Those two are hard to tell apart. ​
​

http://thedailyenglishshow.blogspot.com/2011/04/1389-first-to-see-sun-wild-horses.html
http://thedailyenglishshow.blogspot.com/2011/04/1389-first-to-see-sun-wild-horses.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2AvUR2ux6sc
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_Cape_Lighthouse
http://www.doc.govt.nz/publications/about-doc/archive/annual-reports/east-coast-hawkes-bay-conservancy-annual-report-2004-2005/partnerships/whangaokena-island/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brachyglottis_repanda
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leptospermum_scoparium
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kunzea_ericoides


​
​
We drove back down East Cape Road and stopped at the camping ground so we 

could find the manager and pay the fee. It was $11.50. ​
​

​
​
We saw lots of cows gathering in the field opposite the camping ground. ​
I don’t think I’ve ever heard such loud mooing in my life. ​
​

​
​
In Te Araroa we had a look inside the Matakaoa Information Centre. We 

checked the weather report and bought a couple of postcards. ​
​
Around the corner we saw the world’s biggest Pōhutukawa tree. According to 

this sign, the tree’s more than 350 years old. Its name is Te Waha O Rerekohu. ​
​

​
​
Sir Apirana Ngata was born here in Te Araroa. He’s the guy on the $50 note in 

New Zealand. ​
He was a politician and a lawyer … and apparently he was the first New 

Zealander to get a double degree. ​

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Te_Araroa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metrosideros_excelsa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apirana_Ngata


​
A bit further up the road we stopped for a coffee at the East Cape Mānuka 

Visitor Centre. ​
They make and sell Mānuka oil here. ​
​

​
​
We stopped at Waihau Bay to check out some of the locations of a New Zealand 

movie called Boy.  

​
 

​
​
View Boy - movie locations in a larger map ​
​
I bought an ice block from this shop like the main character does in the movie. ​
In the movie they ate the ice blocks over here … but it was raining so I sat in 

front of the shop. ​
I also got the flavour wrong because I couldn't remember what it was at the 

time. I bought orange, but in the movie he buys what looks like lemonade ice 

blocks.  

 

​
Further up the road we past more Boy locations. I’m pretty sure this school was 

the one that was in the movie. Apparently it’s also the school that the director 

went to. ​
​
This bridge was also in the movie Boy. ​
​
In Te Kaha we stopped to check out another movie location. Before Boy, Taika 

Waititi made a short film called Two Cars, One Night. It was filmed outside the 

Te Kaha Hotel. ​
​
We really love this film so we were very disappointed to find that the hotel had 

disappeared. A couple of years ago it was pulled down and replaced with this 

building. ​
​

http://eastcapemanuka.co.nz/
http://eastcapemanuka.co.nz/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boy_(2010_film)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boy_(2010_film)
http://maps.google.co.nz/maps/ms?hl=en&gl=nz&ie=UTF8&oe=UTF8&msa=0&msid=214184093070225288741.0004aaea68f0f01eabf13&vpsrc=6&ll=-37.637888,177.896118&spn=0.095155,0.145912&z=12&source=embed
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ice_pop
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taika_Waititi
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taika_Waititi
http://www.twocarsonenight.com/


Just past Opotiki we stopped briefly to have a look at two carved pillars, or 

pouwhenua. These carvings were unveiled in 1991 and represent the history of 

this area. ​
​
That night we stayed at a place near Whakatane called Thornton Beach Holiday 

Park. ​
​
It was a really stormy night. The power went out and our motorhome rocked 

around in the wind. ​
It turns out we were in the middle of a tropical cyclone called Wilma. ​
We were pretty happy not to be in a tent that night.  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Opotiki
http://www.teara.govt.nz/en/te-whakatohea/2/1/1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whakatane
http://www.thorntonbeach.co.nz/
http://www.thorntonbeach.co.nz/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyclone_Wilma_(2011)

