
​  

 

LEARNING COMMONS 
Library ◆ Tutoring ◆ eLearning 

ADVANCED RESEARCH TIPS - 
bit.ly/LCCAdvSearch 

 

General Database Searching Tips 
●​ Use “quotation marks” around key phrases so search results always show those 

words together. 
○​ Example: Instead of typing honey bees and organic farming, try “honey 

bees” and “organic farming”. 
●​ Use AND, OR, and NOT to broaden or narrow your search results. Note: some 

databases require AND, OR, and NOT to be capitalized. 
○​ AND between keywords means the database will only include results that 

have both keywords, i.e., “honey bees” AND “organic farming”. 
○​ OR means more! Using “OR” between keywords means the database will 

include any results that have at least one of the keywords. This is useful when 
multiple terms mean similar things, like college and university - use college 
OR university. 

○​ Placing NOT between keywords indicates that the second term should be 
excluded from the search results. For example pets NOT dogs means you 
want results about all pets except for dogs. 

●​ Nest your search using parentheses to include multiple keywords or AND/OR/NOT 
searches. 

○​ For example, in the search (homelessness OR “homeless families”) AND 
“mental health” the database will look for all articles that include either 
homelessness or homeless families and mental health. Notice that homeless 
families and mental health are surrounded by quotation marks. 

●​ Use * to search for all terms that begin with the letters preceding the *. 
○​ For example, stud* would search for any word that begins with stud, including 

study, studying, student, studs, studded, etc. 
●​ Use the search limiters found on the left side of database results to filter results by 

date range, type, and subject. 
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EBSCO-Specific Tips 
●​ The search limiter Subject: Thesaurus Term shows a number of synonyms pulled 

from the database’s built-in thesaurus that can be used to broaden your results. 
●​ Within an individual article, More Like This (found at the top next to Citation Insights) 

will search the database for articles similar to the article currently open. 
●​ Another tool that can sometimes be helpful for building a search is the AI-Assisted 

Search function because it allows you to search the database like you would 
Google. Use the Show Refined Query feature to understand how the database took 
your natural language search and created a search string for you. 

 

ProQuest-Specific Tips 
●​ Within individual articles, the tool References, found beneath the article information, 

will link to any articles (or article information) in the ProQuest database that the 
article cites. 

●​ Found next to References, Documents with Shared References acts in a similar 
fashion, but links to all articles which have at least one cited source in common with 
the original article. 

●​ Lastly, Suggested Sources functions like EBSCO’s More Like This Results by listing 
articles that are similar, or related in some fashion, to the original. 
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