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Iran-Contra 

Part 1: Nicaragua, the Contras & 
the Sandinistas  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Part 2: Iran Part 3: Fallout & Aftermath 

 
Opposing Points of View: Reagan vs the Democratic Party 

Sourcing: WHY are they saying WHAT they are saying at this time? How could a historian use 
these documents to evaluate the extent to which the Cold War and the global balance of power 
shaped geopolitics? Don’t tell me what the document says. Analyze why it matters. 

President Reagan 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Democratic Party in Congress 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Proxy Wars at the end of the Cold War: Afghanistan and Angola 

 Causes/Background Course of War: How did it 
represent a Cold War proxy 
war? 

Outcomes & Lasting Impacts 

Angolan 
Civil War 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ccZkcFEyUyc
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1re9TcHgFMTn7PnlJeNlP_-gYA48D4bH6MXw90Lidiyg/edit?usp=sharing
https://americanarchive.org/exhibits/newshour-cold-war/angola
https://americanarchive.org/exhibits/newshour-cold-war/angola


 Causes/Background Course of War: How did it 
represent a Cold War proxy 
war? 

Outcomes & Lasting Impacts 

Soviet- 
Afghan 
War 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Making Connections 

a.​ Explain ONE specific way in which ideological struggles and shifts in the global balance of 
power intensified conflict after 1945.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b.​ Explain ONE specific way in which the US and the Soviet Union sought to maintain influence 
over the course of the Cold War. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

c.​ Explain ONE specific way in which ideological struggles shaped geopolitics (the relationship 
between political power and geographical control). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://americanarchive.org/exhibits/newshour-cold-war/afghanistan
https://americanarchive.org/exhibits/newshour-cold-war/afghanistan
https://americanarchive.org/exhibits/newshour-cold-war/afghanistan

