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Fill out the right column according to the instructions in the left
column.

Collapse: Things Fall Apart

The loss of Christianity as a common cultural reference point leaves mostly
capitalism to fill in the gap. This gives corporations more power and influence but
also erodes much of the invisible safety net that was protecting their workers from
problems like loneliness, hunger, and homelessness. Traditional religion gives
negative social cachet, so people revert to more tribal forms of cultural identity.

Religion Research - this is the group at Pew that is responsible for conducting
research that informs discussion about the current state of religion in the United
States (link). They need to understand how the landscape is changing so they can
adjust their surveys and where they’re looking for signals.

I’'m focusing specifically on implications for religious identification, because that
forms the buckets that drive their analysis, and the forces driving change in
affiliation are the most powerful driver.

See attached.

Increase in loneliness: we’ve been seeing this trend grow since the 90s with
Putnam’s Bowling Alone and the 2023 announcement of a loneliness epidemic, but
further increases could have serious implications for life satisfaction and mental
health.

Non-profits facing increased overhead / decreased resources: so much of what’s
done centrally in other countries is done outside the state in the US. If this work
gets more expensive and there are fewer dollars to work with, it could become
significantly more miserable to be poor in America.

Decrease in birth rate: America is significantly below the replacement rate. Further
decreases would threaten the kind of demographic collapse seen in Italy, starting to
show up in China, etc. Immigration demand is high and a good solution, but there
are political and social difficulties in significantly raising the rate of immigration.

Restaurants becoming conflict flashpoints: if more Americans are going hungry at
the same time restaurants are providing more flashy/deluxe experiences to capture


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ySwUw59pOFv8p7IywsK0ZsF3qYzrG2s3/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=107123824885595158404&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://www.pewresearch.org/staff/alan-cooperman/

the discretionary income of people who used to donate it, it’s possible that there
could be more violent incidents, protests, panhandling, etc, in and near
restaurants.

Greater election instability from “blood and soil” Right: we’ve already seen strong
indications that large portions of the Right consider preserving the “real America”
either so important or divinely foreordained that it justifies ignoring unfavorable
election results. If this infects enough of the Republican Party, it could lead to an
increase in election-related violence and a decrease in peaceful transitions of
power.

Disappearance of Sunday brunch: if the rhythm of the week disappears and Sunday
stops being a day when professionals don’t have to work, then special weekly
offerings and rituals like the Sunday Brunch could go extinct.

:‘;‘;DUSET IMPORTANT Increase in loneliness

:‘;‘;DUSET PROVOCATIVE  Greater election instability from “blood and soil” Right

Conflicts over abortion, LGBTQ+ rights, etc, no longer ‘
dominate politics
Fewer shutdowns and more functioning government
Anti-immigrant backlash
Decline in polarization
Democratic backsliding
Right-wing strategy doubles down on "blood and soil"

The remnants of Religious Right lose political Electoral instability

power
Capitalist maxims become the dominant conventional Titans of industry dominate politics/celebrity
wisdom Capitalist logic and values dominate Media focuses around virality and breaking into the conversation
Biblical language and stories no longer have Pop culture references become more important for
cultural relevance communication

Slang further divides subcommunities by fandoms

Abraham Lincoln is downgraded as a president

Understanding of the Civil War becomes thoroughly modern Lots of former churches as pubs

y bowling alleys, etc
Lots of church buildings become vacant Additional housing for land-strapped cities

Housing crisis eased
Change: Increased overhead for non-profits

Dramatic decrease in Christian identification SoppreiitSingoRicimdipace
Fewer services

Workweek becomes more fluid
Brunch disappears
Laws and customs making Sunday special
disappear Family time together decreases

Increase in conspiracy theories about alien coverups
Decrease in antisemitic conspiracy theories
5

Reduced defense aid

Reduced political tension
American support for Israel declines
Three-state solution reached
Increasing international pressure on Israel
Brutal regional war
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Increase in government social programs in Blue states
M- Greater interstate population sorting
Increase in tax revenue

I Construction sector boom
Increase in infrastructure spending

Non-profit mass staff layoffs
Increased college enrollment

Sy Institutional investors gain influence

Mpre of the economy is shareholder-driven

More malnutrition-related health effects in adults
S Increases in Medicaid spending

Increase in hunger » Restaurants as flashpoints of conflict

Increase in small luxury spending like eating out
r\-—

Increase in disposable income

More long-distance relationships
Dating is driven further online o ] o f
Improvements in identity verification to combat catfishing
: Smaller friend groups reduce the average size/expense of parties
Loneliness epidemic intensifies

Most adults only meet new people at work People form fewer friendships

Rise in pseudo-religious content like astrology and  yore midiife crises Increase in conspicuous consumption like sports cars

manifesting Increase in injuries from middle-aged people trying skateboarding
etc

T Mandated reductions in light pollution
Increasing interest in amateur astronomy
Observatory attendance surges
Increase in home schooling
Religious schools close ‘
More middle-class pressure on public school quality

Universal standards for health insurance coverage
Declining popularity of religious freedom
Fewer exceptions for vaccinations etc

Supreme Court cases prioritize other principles like non-
discrimination

-F Decline in the wedding industry
Declining birth rates

Reduction in compulsive sexual behavior
Decreased sexual shame < Mew sexual subcultures

Less unintended pregnancy
End of abstinence-only sex ed programs :
More parents opfing kids out of curriculum altogether

Declining marriage rates

Continued loosening of sexual mores
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