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This document is an abstract template for the Annual CNMS Summer Undergraduate Research
Fest at UMBC. The specific formatting requirements for abstracts are online at
http://surf.umbc.edu. The entire abstract should fit on one page with one-inch margins on all four
sides and use 12-point Times New Roman font. The presenting author’s name (student) should
be underlined. The text should be left-aligned. Do not use italics. The presenting undergraduate
author should be the first author, and the research mentor should be the last author. For
shared/group presentations, each (and every) presenter should submit the Abstract Submission
and Presenter Registration form with all co-presenter names, which can be listed in alphabetical
order and underlined if equal effort was devoted to the project. Affiliations should be included
for all authors/coauthors and noted using superscript numbers. Please double-check the
formatting of the authors’ names, and aftiliations to avoid having the abstract returned for
rewriting.

The abstract body goes in this section. The suggested content includes background, the research
questions, approach, experiments, results, and conclusion. The abstract does not include figures
or tables, which are presented in the poster or slides only. The entire abstract body should be
written as one cohesive paragraph. Please check all spelling and grammar. There is a 300-word
maximum for the body of the abstract. Follow this format, and monitor the word count to avoid
having the abstract returned for rewriting. Please check the Sample Abstract also available on the
SURF website.

Mentors must confirm they have reviewed and approved the abstract with the understanding that
the abstract and presentations will be posted to an online virtual platform for public view. Since
this is a virtual, online conference, there are no other options. The abstract submission
deadline is July 18, 2025, 11:59pm. Visit the SURF website at surf.umbc.edu for other details.
Be careful not to plagiarize! (Visit academicconduct.umbc.edu/)

Be sure to include an acknowledgement statement at the end recognizing funding support.
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