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Foreword:

This is the early launch document for Safety Net HE, an organisation which will seek charity
status, aiming to raise awareness of and support Estranged and Care Experienced (EaCE)
students in higher education.

This document is a skeletal blueprint of what will become a more comprehensive founding
document and funding proposal for business consideration. Within, the reason why EaCE
students need additional support, alongside the initial partnership framework model, will be
outlined.

Safety Net HE aims to work with the private sector to create new recruitment streams for
EaCE students. This will involve sponsoring individual students throughout their education,
and referring them into the recruitment process after the student has been given the
opportunity to attend application workshops and insight sessions in their respective field of
interest.

Safety Net HE will also seek to collaborate with other social mobility charities to bolster
EaCE representation, and ensure support is available and accessible for EaCE students
from charities who aim to break down barriers of opportunity for under-represented groups.

The secondary function of Safety Net HE is to work with elected representatives to enact
policy change to make university more accessible for EaCE students, alongside
campaigning for policy change to implement comprehensive, mandatory, support
frameworks to reduce the attrition and attainment gap between EaCE students and the
average student.

Thank-you for taking the time to engage with this document. You can reach out to us by
emailing SafetyNetHE@agmail.com. We are seeking assistance from experienced trustees,
and encourage businesses to reach out to express interest in partnering with us once we are
fully established as a charity.
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1. Definitions -

Estranged - a student who has little or no contact with their parents (either biological
or adoptive) and this is unlikely to change.

Care Experienced - a student who has spent time living with foster carers under local
authority care, in residential care (e.g. a children’s home), looked after at home under
a supervision order, or in kinship care with relatives or friends, either officially (e.g. a
special guardianship order) or informally without local authority support.

2.  The Contemporary Picture -

This section will outline the problems faced by EaCE students in higher education.
There is a primary focus on the outcomes, with a brief outline of why we see these
outcomes. The below will collate the latest research, though it must be noted there is
a lack of comprehensive research in this field of study.

2.1 Higher Education Progression Rates —

EaCE students attend university at lower rates, and often at a later stage in life, than
the average student. Just 13% of care experienced individuals attend university,
compared to 47% for non-care-experienced students. There is a lack of research on
estranged students’ progression rates, but we do know that prior to attending
university, 30% of estranged students have been officially registered as homeless. It
is estimated that with current rates of progress, it would take 107 years before the
entry gap between EaCE students and the average student is closed.

2.2 Number of Estranged Students in Higher Education -

UCAS estimates there are 3000 estranged students who enter higher education each
year, which has been increasing in recent years. That means there are roughly
10.000 estranged students in undergraduate education. These statistics are based
on estimates of officially registered estranged students, which is a status with
restrictive requirements. Studies suggest the number of estranged students beyond
those who meet SFE criteria to be significantly higher.

2.3 Number of Care Experienced Students in Higher Education -

Roughly 4000 care experienced students enter higher education each year, meaning
there are roughly 12000 care experienced students in undergraduate education.

2.4 The Attrition Rate -

There is an average continuation gap of 19% between EaCE students compared with

the average student. Care experienced students are 38% more likely to drop out of
university than non-care-experienced students. Research suggests that 41% of



https://www.practitioners.slc.co.uk/estrangement/#:~:text=Generally%2C%20estrangement%20means%20the%20student,on%20the%20student's%20individual%20circumstances.
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/individual-needs/care-experienced-students#what-do-we-mean-by-care-experience-
https://www.fosterline.info/kinship-care-friends-and-family-care/
https://www.hepi.ac.uk/2023/07/21/breaking-new-ground-understanding-care-experienced-students/
https://www.civitas.org.uk/content/files/Breaking-the-care-ceiling.pdf
https://www.ucas.com/providers/good-practice/emerging-cohorts/estranged-students#:~:text=Accommodation,-Holiday%20periods%20are&text=In%20fact%2C%20approximately%2030%25%20of,which%20can%20drive%20costs%20up.
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/care-leaver-university-entry-gap-would-take-100-years-close#:~:text=Education%20ministers%20have%20promised%20to,the%20current%20rate%20of%20progress.
https://www.ucas.com/providers/good-practice/emerging-cohorts/estranged-students#:~:text=While%20no%20official%20overall%20statistics,in%20England%20only%20each%20year
https://wonkhe.com/blogs/whats-with-the-influx-of-estranged-students/
https://wonkhe.com/blogs/whats-with-the-influx-of-estranged-students/
https://wonkhe.com/blogs/whats-with-the-influx-of-estranged-students/
https://www.sfengland.slc.co.uk/estrangement/#:~:text=To%20be%20considered%20irreconcilably%20estranged,we%20will%20consider%20all%20cases.
https://www.sfengland.slc.co.uk/estrangement/#:~:text=To%20be%20considered%20irreconcilably%20estranged,we%20will%20consider%20all%20cases.
https://www.standalone.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/StandAloneUNITEfoundation.pdf
https://www.civitas.org.uk/content/files/Breaking-the-care-ceiling.pdf
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/teaching-learning/ucl-student-success/about-student-success/care-experienced-and-estranged-students
https://www.hepi.ac.uk/2023/07/21/breaking-new-ground-understanding-care-experienced-students/#:~:text=If%20nearly%20half%20the%20care,of%20university%20than%20their%20peers.
https://www.thestandalonepledge.org.uk/images/thestandalonepledge/filer/Access_and_Retention.Final.pdf
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estranged students have considered dropping out of their course, with 14% actually
dropping out.

2.5 The Attainment Gap -

Studies have found that the attainment rate for a ‘good’ (a 2:1 or above degree) for
estranged students in 2018-19 was 13.0 percentage points lower than students who
were not estranged. There is a 10% attainment gap for a ‘good’ degree for care
experienced students.

2.6 The Financial Burden -

The main reason cited by students for dropping out, and having a negative academic
impact, is financial pressure. Further research illustrates that 88% of
care-experienced students said they worked in paid employment compared to 58% of
non-care experienced. An NUS study found 85% of estranged students worry about
finances ‘all the time’, with 75% of care experienced students reporting the same.

3. A Case Study of Outcomes Driven Grants and Scholarships -

The Unite Foundation is a charitable foundation of Unite Students, a large student
property company operating in the UK. They offer a scholarship to EaCE students
which gives them free accommodation throughout their time in university, reducing on
average a £7.566 financial burden.

3.1 The Evidence -

The following was presented as evidence to the Children’s Social Care Committee:

“In 2022 the Unite Foundation commissioned Jisc to undertake an independent
comparative analysis of 10 years of our data. Jisc’s objective analysis suggests
“strong evidence that the scholarship improves educational outcomes of the students
we support, specifically in year-to-year progression and completion”. The findings
showed that:

+ Unite Foundation students progressed from their 1st to 2nd year of
programme within 2 academic years at the same percentage as non-care
leaver students and at a statistically significantly higher percentage to the
other care leavers groups examined.

+ When looking at year 2 to 3 continuation, again within 2 academic
years, Unite Foundation students progressed at a greater percentage than
other care-leavers and within 5 percentage points of the non-care leaver
population.

+ Finally, Unite Foundation students achieved a ‘good honours’ degree
within 3 percentage points of non-care leaver students and at a
statistically significantly higher percentage than all other care leaver
student groups.”



https://allofus.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Guide-for-Our-Loved-Ones.pdf
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/news-blog-and-events/press-and-media/new-data-highlights-equality-gaps-for-estranged-students/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/127463/html/
https://www.thestandalonepledge.org.uk/images/thestandalonepledge/filer/Access_and_Retention.Final.pdf
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/127463/html/#_ftn3
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/127463/html/#_ftn3
https://assets.nationbuilder.com/nus/pages/21/attachments/original/1670588243/NUS_Cost_of_Living_Research_June_2022_-_Students_and_Apprentices.pdf?1670588243
https://thisisusatuni.org/
https://www.unitestudents.com/?gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwlZixBhCoARIsAIC745DchuRHF-tHNQxcesV58VHkl-TBItZGNdlG915Ss3j2n_GvQdX53agaAkfUEALw_wcB
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/127463/html/#_ftn3
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/127463/html/#_ftn3
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4. Partnership and Support Model

Safety Net HE intends to manage an application process for EaCE students to
access a cost-of-learning grant throughout their time in university, alongside offering
mentorship and career guidance. This will be achieved by partnering with businesses
who recruit graduates paying an annual subscription fee to Safety Net HE. For this,
the business will be marketed as a sponsor in all Safety Net HE media output, and
receive permission to use Safety Net HE's logo and name in any promotional
materials. Businesses will also have early access to the talent pool coming through
Safety Net HE’s sponsorship programme, with referral of sponsored students into
recruitment streams. The annual subscription fee is TBC.

4.1 Partnership Model

The following provides visual representation of the intended partnership model. This
is subject to discussion with individual partner businesses.

FI h t This visual map of outlines the proposed partnership structure
owc a r between business sponsors and Safety Net HE.

External providers of
mentorship and
career support

Option to provide staff hours to mentorship
in lieu of part of sponsorship fee

Partnership to provide
further development
opportunities for EaCE

students

Promotional
Materials

Partner Business —2nnualsubscription fee Safety NetHE ——

Partner Busineses included in all
Safety Net HE media material, and is
granted permission to use Safety
Net HE's branding in their
promotional materials.

Direct cost-of-learning
grant to successful EaCE
Sponsored students referred applicant

into partner businesses application process

Sponsored EaCE
student




