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Abstract 
 
A “Don’t Eat Me” signal is an immune inhibitory signal that can block phagocytosis by 
macrophages. Macrophages serve as the front lines of the immune system, and they are 
abundant in the tumor microenvironment. “Don’t eat me” signals are often up-regulated by tumor 
cells to protect themselves against macrophage-mediated immune-surveillance. CD24 is one 
such signaling molecule, and it is highly expressed in ovarian cancer, endometrial cancer, 
breast cancer, cholangiocarcinoma, and other high unmet need tumor types, contributing to 
cancer progression and poor patient outcomes.  
Preclinical experiments have demonstrated that blocking CD24 enables macrophages to 
efficiently eliminate cancer cells, and have led Pheast Therapeutics to develop PHST001, a 
humanized monoclonal anti-CD24 antibody currently in clinical development. 
 
Dr. Maute will explore the preclinical and clinical development of PHST001, highlighting areas of 
differentiation versus previous drugs aimed at “don’t eat me” signals. He will also provide 
highlights of Pheast’s next-gen approaches such as identification of additional novel 
macrophage checkpoint targets and the use of cytotoxic payloads, aimed at extending their 
therapeutic potential to additional oncology indications. 
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