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Merci Suarez Changes Gears by Meg Medina 
Merci Suarez knew that sixth grade would be different, but she had no idea just how different. For starters, 
Merci has never been like the other kids at her private school in Florida, because she and her older brother, 
Roli, are scholarship students. They don't have a big house or a fancy boat, and they have to do extra 
community service to make up for their free tuition. Merci's grandfather and most trusted ally, Lolo, has been 
acting strangely lately -- forgetting important things, falling from his bike, and getting angry over nothing. No 
one in her family will tell Merci what's going on, so she's left to her own worries, while also feeling all on her 
own at school.  *Winner of the 2019 Newbery Medal. 

 

The Cardboard Kingdom by Chad Sell 
Welcome to a neighborhood of kids who transform ordinary boxes into colorful costumes, and their ordinary 
block into cardboard kingdom. This is the summer when sixteen kids encounter knights and rogues, robots 
and monsters--and their own inner demons--on one last quest before school starts again. 
*Graphic Novel. 

 

Blended by Sharon Draper 
Eleven-year-old Isabella's parents are divorced, so she has to switch lives every week.  Because of this, 
Isabella has always felt pulled between two worlds. And now that her parents are divorced, it seems their 
fights are even worse, and they're always about HER. And when her parents, who both get engaged at the 
same time, get in their biggest fight ever, Isabella doesn't just feel divided, she feels ripped in two. What does 
it mean to be half white or half black? To belong to half mom and half dad? And if you're only seen as half of 
this and half of that, how can you ever feel whole?  It seems like nothing can bring Isabella's family together 
again--until the worst happens. Isabella and Darren are stopped by the police. A cell phone is mistaken for a 
gun. And shots are fired. 

 

The Guggenheim Mystery by Robin Stevens 
The adventure that began in novel The London Eye Mystery continues with Ted, Kat, and their cousin Salim 
investigating a theft at the Guggenheim Museum that's been pinned on Salim's mother!  When Ted and his big 
sister, Kat, take a trip to New York to visit their cousin Salim and their aunt Gloria, they think they're prepared 
for big-city adventures. But when a famous painting is stolen from the Guggenheim Museum, where Aunt 
Gloria works, the surprises begin to mount faster than they could have anticipated. With the police looking at 
Aunt Gloria as the prime suspect, Ted, Kat, and Salim become sleuthing partners, following a trail of clues 
across NYC to prove her innocence--and to pinpoint the real thief. Ultimately, it comes down to Ted, whose 
brain works in its own very unique way, to find the key to the mystery. 

 

The Book of Boy by Catherine Murdock 
Boy has always been relegated to the outskirts of his small village. With a hump on his back, a mysterious 
past, and a tendency to talk to animals, he is often mocked by others in his town--until the arrival of a shadowy 
pilgrim named Secondus. Impressed with Boy's climbing and jumping abilities, Secondus engages Boy as his 
servant, pulling him into an action-packed and suspenseful expedition across Europe to gather seven precious 
relics of Saint Peter. 
 

 

Dragons in a Bag by Zetta Elliott 
When Jaxon is sent to spend the day with a mean old lady his mother calls Ma, he finds out she's not his 
grandmother--but she is a witch! She needs his help delivering baby dragons to a magical world where they'll 
be safe. There are two rules when it comes to the dragons: don't let them out of the bag, and don't feed them 
anything sweet. Before he knows it, Jax and his friends Vikram and Kavita have broken both rules! Will Jax get 
the baby dragons delivered safe and sound? Or will they be lost in Brooklyn forever? 

Disclaimer: These books are suggestions only. Titles were selected using bestseller lists, awards lists, and book review publications. The content and 
views expressed in these books are solely those of the original authors and contributors. 



 

Hello, Universe by Erin Entrada Kelly 
The lives of four misfits are intertwined when a bully's prank lands shy Virgil at the bottom of a well and 
Valencia, Kaori, and Gen band together in an epic quest to find and rescue him. 
*Winner of the 2018 Newbery Award. 

 

Everlasting Nora by Marie Cruz 
After a family tragedy results in the loss of both father and home, twelve-year-old Nora lives with her mother in 
Manila's North Cemetery, which is the largest shantytown of its kind in the Philippines. When her mother 
disappears mysteriously one day, Nora is left alone. With help from her best friend Jojo and the support of his 
kind hearted grandmother, Nora embarks on a journey riddled with danger in order to find her mom. Along the 
way she also rediscovers the compassion of the human spirit, the resilience of her community, and everlasting 
hope in the most unexpected places. 

 

Guts & Glory The American Revolution by Ben Thompson 
From George Washington crossing the icy Delaware, to Molly Pitcher fearlessly firing her cannon, the people 
of the American Revolution were some of the bravest and most inspiring of all time. Jump into a riot in the 
streets of Boston, join the Culper Spy Ring as they steal secrets in the dead of night, and watch the signing of 
the Declaration of Independence in this accessible, illustrated guide to the birth of the United States. 
*Non-fiction series.  
 
 

 

Ugly: a memoir by Robert Hoge 
When Robert Hoge was born, he had a tumor the size of a tennis ball in the middle of his face and short, 
twisted legs. Surgeons removed the tumor and made him a new nose from one of his toes. Amazingly, he 
survived--with a face that would never be the same.  Strangers stared at him. Kids called him names, and 
adults could be cruel, too. Everybody seemed to agree that he was "ugly." But Robert refused to let his face 
define him. He played pranks, got into trouble, had adventures with his big family, and finally found a sport that 
was perfect for him to play. And Robert came face to face with the biggest decision of his life, he followed his 
heart. 

 

A Night Divided by Jennifer Nielsen 
When the Berlin Wall went up, Gerta, her mother, and her brother Fritz were trapped on the eastern side 
where they were living, while her father, and her other brother Dominic were in the West--four years later, now 
twelve, Gerta sees her father on a viewing platform on the western side and realizes he wants her to risk her 
life trying to tunnel to freedom. 

 

Sanity & Tallulah by Molly Brooks 
Sanity Jones and Tallulah Vega are best friends on Wilnick, the dilapidated space station they call home at the 
end of the galaxy. So naturally, when gifted scientist Sanity uses her lab skills and energy allowance to create 
a definitely-illegal-but-impossibly-cute three-headed kitten, she has to show Tallulah. But Princess, Sparkle, 
Destroyer of Worlds is a bit of a handful, and it isn't long before the kitten escapes to wreak havoc on the 
space station. The girls will have to turn Wilnick upside down to find her, but not before causing the whole 
place to evacuate! *Graphic Novel 

 

Squirm by Carl Hiaasen 
This summer, Billy will fly across the country, hike a mountain, float a river, dodge a grizzly bear, shoot down a 
spy drone, save a neighbor's cat, save an endangered panther, and then try to save his own father. 
 
*Funny Fiction. 

Disclaimer: These books are suggestions only. Titles were selected using bestseller lists, awards lists, and book review publications. The content and 
views expressed in these books are solely those of the original authors and contributors. 
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Amina’s Voice by Hena Khan 
Amina has never been comfortable in the spotlight. She is happy just hanging out with her best 
friend, Soojin. Except now that she's in middle school everything feels different. Soojin is 
suddenly hanging out with Emily, one of the "cool" girls in the class, and even talking about 
changing her name to something more "American." Does Amina need to start changing too? Or 
hiding who she is to fit in? While Amina grapples with these questions, she is devastated when 
her local mosque is vandalized.  Amina's Voice brings to life the joys and challenges of a young 
Pakistani American. 

 

The End of the Wild by Nicole Helget 
Eleven-year-old Fern doesn't have the easiest life. Her stepfather is out of work, and she's 
responsible for putting dinner on the table--not to mention keeping her wild younger brothers out 
of trouble. The woods near their home is her only refuge, where she finds food and plays with her 
neighbor's dog. But when a fracking company rolls into town, her special grove could be ripped 
away, and no one else seems to care.  Her stepfather needs the money that a job with the 
frackers could bring to their family, and her wealthy grandfather likes the business it brings to 
their town. Even her best friend doesn't understand what the land means to Fern. With no one on 
her side, how can she save the forest that has protected her for so long? 

 

Framed! by James Ponti 
Get to know the only kid on the FBI Director's speed dial and several international criminals' most 
wanted lists all because of his Theory of All Small Things in this hilarious start to a brand-new 
middle grade mystery series.  So you're only halfway through your homework and the Director of 
the FBI keeps texting you for help...What do you do? Save your grade? Or save the country? 
If you're Florian Bates, you figure out a way to do both.  Florian is twelve years old and has just 
moved to Washington. He's learning his way around using TOAST, which stands for the Theory 
of All Small Things. It's a technique he invented to solve life's little mysteries such as: where to sit 
on the on the first day of school, or which Chinese restaurant has the best egg rolls. 

 

Lemons by Melissa Savage 
Lemonade Liberty Witt's mama always told her: When life gives you lemons, make lemonade. 
But Lem can't possibly make lemonade out of her new life in Willow Creek, California--the Bigfoot 
Capital of the World--where she's forced to live with a grandfather she's never met after her 
mother passes away.Then she meets eleven-year-old Tobin Sky, the CEO of Bigfoot Detectives 
Inc., who is the sole Bigfoot investigator for their small town. After he invites Lem to be his 
assistant for the summer, they set out on an epic adventure to capture a shot of the elusive beast 
on film. But along the way, Lem and Tobin end up discovering more than they ever could have 
imagined. And Lem realizes that maybe she can make lemonade out of her new life after all. 

 

The Losers Club by Andrew Clements 
Sixth grader Alec can't put a good book down.  So when Principal Vance lays down the 
law--pay attention in class, or else--Alec takes action. He can't lose all his reading time, 
so he starts a club. A club he intends to be the only member of. After all, reading isn't a 
team sport, and no one would want to join something called the Losers Club, right? But 
as more and more kids find their way to Alec's club--including his ex-friend turned bully 
and the girl Alec is maybe starting to like--Alec notices something. Real life might be 
messier than his favorite books, but it's just as interesting. 

Disclaimer: These books are suggestions only. Titles were selected using bestseller lists, awards lists, and book review publications. The content and 
views expressed in these books are solely those of the original authors and contributors. 



 

The Parker Inheritance by Varian Johnson 
Twelve-year-old Candice Miller is spending the summer in Lambert, South Carolina, in 
the old house that belonged to her grandmother, who died after being dismissed as city 
manager for having the city tennis courts dug up looking for buried treasure--but when 
she finds the letter that sent her grandmother on the treasure hunt, she finds herself 
caught up in the mystery and, with the help of her new friend and fellow bookworm, 
Brandon, she sets out to find the inheritance, exonerate her grandmother, and expose 
an injustice once committed against an African American family in Lambert. 

 

Save Me A Seat by Sarah Weeks 
Ravi has just moved to the United States from India and has always 
been at the top of his class; Joe has lived in the same town his whole 
life and has learning problems--but when their lives intersect in the 
first week of fifth grade they are brought together by a common 
enemy (the biggest bully in their class) and the need to take control of 
their lives. 

 

The Secret of Dreadwillow Carse  by Brian Farrey 
In the center of the verdant Monarchy lies Dreadwillow Carse, a desolate bog the 
people of the land do their best to ignore. Little is known about it except an 
ominous warning: If any monarch enters Dreadwillow Carse, then the Monarchy 
will fall. Twelve-year-old Princess Jeniah yearns to know what the marsh could 
conceal that might topple her family's thousand-year reign. 

 

Towers Falling by Jewell Parker Rhodes 
When her fifth-grade teacher hints that a series of lessons about home and community 
will culminate with one big answer about two tall towers once visible outside their 
classroom window, Deja can't help but feel confused. She sets off on a journey of 
discovery, with new friends Ben and Sabeen by her side. But just as she gets closer to 
answering big questions about who she is, what America means, and how communities 
can grow (and heal), she uncovers new questions, too. Like, why does Pop get so angry 
when she brings up anything about the towers?   

 

Wish by Barbara O’Connor 
Eleven-year-old Charlie Reese has been making the same secret wish every day since 
fourth grade. She even has a list of all the ways there are to make the wish, such as 
cutting off the pointed end of a slice of pie and wishing on it as she takes the last bite. 
But when she is sent to the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina to live with family 
she barely knows, it seems unlikely that her wish will ever come true. That is until she 
meets 
Wishbone, a skinny stray dog who captures her heart, and Howard, a neighbor boy who 
proves surprising in lots of ways. Suddenly Charlie is in serious danger of discovering 
that what she thought she wanted may not be what she needs at all. 

 

Disclaimer: These books are suggestions only. Titles were selected using bestseller lists, awards lists, and book review publications. The content and 
views expressed in these books are solely those of the original authors and contributors. 
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