
Friedemann-Bach Resources: 

Below are several resources with brief summaries and pointers for reviewing the Friedemann-Bach lineage 

including family trees, scholarly articles, and family genealogy. For more information, contact Natalie Noonan, 

nrgarber@gmail.com. 

Family Trees:  

1.​ Noonan/Garber/Sullivan family tree that I manage on Ancestry.com and includes traceability of the J.S. Bach 

descendants. These following notes trace this connection, following my mother’s line, Carolyn Mae Friedemann 

who is the 6th great-granddaughter of J.S. Bach via Wilhelm Friedemann Bach>>Friederica Sophia (Bach) 

Schwarzschulz (variations in records include Schwarztschultz (?)>>Karoline (Schwarzshulz) & Johann Gustav 

Friedemann>>Gustav Wilhelm & Augusta (Buchholz) Friedemann>>Rudolph & Maria (Zielke) 

Friedemann>>Herbert & Alma (Reinholtz) Friedemann. While this relationship was unknown by many (including 

by leading Bach scholars) until recent decades , there are dozens of living Bach descendants that can be traced 

via our family tree.

 

○​ Note the many descendants from the Friederica Sophia Bach and the Schwarzshultz union by following 

her daughter Karoline (Schwarzshultz) and Johann Gustav Friedemann.  

i.​ Based on those captured in the above tree, you are able to view the Bach Descendancy. Note 

that this a “living” tree and continues to evolve as I build out the tree. 

ii.​ You can get more visibility into current day descendants by reviewing the Karoline and Johann 

Gustav Friedemann line at this link: Schwarzshultz-Friedemann Descendancy (PDF) (or here if 

subscribed) or the Schwarzschulz-Friedemann Generation Register (or here if subscribed) .  

iii.​ There are also limited tracings of the family via WikiTree, FindaGrave, and others. 

○​ For those interested in musicians that are part of the descendancy, it is one mostly of appreciation and 

hobby although there were a few professional musicians.  

i.​ Lydia Emma August (Friedemann) du Chateau (b. 1905- 1986) was noted as a musician by 

career. She appears to have provided the most detailed notes on the Bach connection, the hiding 

of the relationship, and the unfortunate loss of Bach memorabilia and scores (which were said to 

have passed from Wilhelm Friedemann Bach>> Friederica Sophia Bach>> Karoline Beata 

Schwartzschultz>>Gustav Wilhelm & August Friedemann>>Dr. Paul Wilhelm Friedemann & 

Emilie (Bergstrasser) to Lydia Friedemann du Chateau… where they were lost or stolen during a 

move. 

1.​ Refer to the “Wandering Bergstrassers” interview with Lydia (screen below). 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/pt/RSVP.aspx?dat=MTEzMzA5NTA3OzswMDA3YjY1Yy0wMDA2LTAwMDAtMDAwMC0wMDAwMDAwMDAwMDA7MjAyMDEyMzEwOTM2MTM7MzI3Njk=&mac=nlsYhdKmbl3bl9MWAu9cdw==
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/tree/113309507/family/familyview
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zsv4PitZZrTiaLCzGhZZd-PInqjWQkOh/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cQO-qS7gB9x1xPNe5q0abMvz_y2eFYH4/view?usp=sharing
https://www.ancestry.com/sharing/16232617?mark=7b22746f6b656e223a225964384c50717a6d5a6641674231356b776f4441464778573263515267544e37726470424b4d305679526b3d222c22746f6b656e5f76657273696f6e223a225632227d
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Xd1pSHx5DHfr_dVzxgyZ87v9mfyRr_rU/view?usp=sharing
https://www.ancestry.com/sharing/16232545?mark=7b22746f6b656e223a223247303679516c666a6d63746341684b7176396753645a2f36637968464e3975363169634a322b78306d343d222c22746f6b656e5f76657273696f6e223a225632227d
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Friedemann-7
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/10822630/rudolph_alexander_friedemann
https://www.worldcat.org/title/wandering-bergstrasser-clan-family-histories-of-johann-and-julianna-vogel-bergstrasser-their-ancestors-and-descendants/oclc/49605310


2.​ Refer to the “Bach Perspectives”  volumes 5 and 11  (screenshot below) and “Johann 

Sebastian Bach, The Learned Musician”. 

3.​ Robert Greenberg podcast.  

ii.​ Within our immediate family, two aunts, Henryette (Friedemann) Ogburn and Katherine 

(Friedemann) Hanson enjoyed singing in choirs and played piano. Katherine also played the 

harpsichord (built by her husband Don) and organ. The family would all sing together during 

holidays. Herbert Friedemann (their father/my grandfather) was a farmer, but he also enjoyed 

music and singing in their church choir. 

iii.​ My mother, Carolyn Mae (Friedemann) Garber, played french horn in high school, as part of the 

community symphonic band, and with the Malaysian Philharmonic Orchestra while overseas. 

She was deeply involved in the Fischoff Chamber Music Association as a board member/board 

president for many years. The family has been patrons and/or subscribers of the arts for 

decades, supporting the South Bend Symphony, Fischoff Chamber Music Competition (including 

sponsoring prizes), Chicago Symphony, Chicago Lyric Opera, and Grace Lutheran Church of River 

Forest (including the 50+ year Bach Cantata Vespers series), and attending the Bachfest in Leipzig 

with the choir in 2024. 

iv.​ Natalie Renee (Garber) Noonan (myself) completed a music performance degree in cello 

performance and English at Lawrence University and was also a pianist. I had some success 

performing, teaching in performing arts schools, playing with various orchestras and chamber 

music groups, with bands, and as part of competitions among other accolades when younger 

(but do not hold the DNA relationship). 

v.​ [placeholder to add other family musician references here…]; Marie Oltmanns family, Hinrichs 

family, ? 

 

DNA Matches and Ethnicity: 

2.​ DNA matches can be reviewed from a few family members that have tested on various sites - Carolyn Mae 

(Friedemann) Garber on “23andme”, Ancestry, and FamilyTreeDNA; Malinda Allinson, Andrea Bustetter Henning, 

Jonathan Hinrichs on Ancestry, among others. 

 

Ethnicity Reports are summarized as follows: 

 

My mother’s Central & Eastern Germany originates from her maternal side (Reinholtz) 

https://www.amazon.com/Johann-Sebastian-Bach-Learned-Musician/dp/0393322564
https://www.amazon.com/Johann-Sebastian-Bach-Learned-Musician/dp/0393322564
https://robertgreenbergmusic.com/music-history-monday-the-wayward-bach-his-wayward-daughter-and-the-bachs-of-oklahoma/
https://www.fischoff.org/about/our-people/
https://bachvespers.org/season/


 

The Northwestern Germany originates from paternal side (Friedemann) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent 1 traces the Friedemann side 



 

Scholarly Articles and Books:  

Below are a few books that reference the Wilhelm Friedemann Bach descendants and other family history 

including the migration to Ukraine then Oklahoma. 
 

1.​ Crist, Stephen A., “Bach Perspectives: Vol 5: Bach in America” 

https://www.amazon.com/Bach-Perspectives-VOL-America/dp/0252027884/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=9780252027888&linkCode=qs&qid=1609433141&s=books&sr=1-1


 

 

 



3.​ Music History Monday: The Wayward Bach, His Wayward Daughter, and the Bachs of Oklahoma | Robert 

Greenberg | Speaker, Composer, Author, Professor, Historian (robertgreenbergmusic.com) 

○​ Robert Greenberg podcast - notes the family history, including details from the Christoff Wolff and Lydia 

Friedemann duChateau interview that discuss the loss of Bach memorabilia and the contents of the lost 

or stolen trunk including musical scores 

 

4.​ Bach family - Wikipedia 

“...Of the next generation, Wilhelm Friedrich Ernst Bach, also known as William Bach (24 May 1759 – 25 
December 1845) was the eldest son of Johann Christoph Friedrich Bach and the only grandson of Johann 
Sebastian Bach to gain fame as a composer. He was music director to Frederick William II of Prussia. WFE's only 
son died in infancy. The first born of his three daughters, Caroline Augusta Wilhelmine, lived the longest. She died 
in 1871 – the last of Bach's descendants to hold the Bach name.[8] 

Bach has living descendants via two granddaughters born to (Wilhelm) Friedemann and Johann Christoph 
Friedrich, respectively. Anna Philippine Friederike (1755–1804), sister of Wilhelm Friedrich Ernst, married Wilhelm 
Ernst Colson, a lieutenant in an artillery regiment. They had five sons and a daughter. Whereas this bloodline was 
traditionally assumed to have died out with this generation, one of her sons, Johann Christoph Friedrich 
(1778–1831) married and had offspring with progeny to the modern day.[9][10] 

Friedemann married Dorothea Elisabeth Georgi and had two sons and a daughter. Both sons died in infancy. 
During the 20th-century scholarship has uncovered several children born to his daughter Friederica Sophia (b. 
1757), which were hitherto unknown. Friederica Sophia married Johann Schmidt, a foot soldier, in 1793 shortly 
after the birth of an illegitimate daughter. Of this child and a sister little is known.[11][12] In 1780 she had given birth 

to an illegitimate son, of which nothing further is known.[13] Friederica Sophia appears to have left her 
husband for a man by the name of Schwarzschulz, with whom she had an illegitimate daughter, Karoline 
Beata (b. 1798), whose descendants eventually emigrated to Oklahoma.[14]” 

 

Johann Sebastian Bach and his sons Carl Philipp Emanuel, Johann Christian, Wilhelm Friedemann, and 
Johann Christoph Friedrich 

 

5.​ The Bach family; seven generations of creative genius : Geiringer, Karl, 1899-1989 : Free Download, Borrow, and 

Streaming : Internet Archive 

 

Friederica Sophia godparents 

https://robertgreenbergmusic.com/music-history-monday-the-wayward-bach-his-wayward-daughter-and-the-bachs-of-oklahoma/
https://robertgreenbergmusic.com/music-history-monday-the-wayward-bach-his-wayward-daughter-and-the-bachs-of-oklahoma/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bach_family
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wilhelm_Friedrich_Ernst_Bach
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederick_William_II_of_Prussia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bach_family#cite_note-8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bach_family#cite_note-9
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bach_family#cite_note-FOOTNOTEGeiringer1954378-10
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bach_family#cite_note-11
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bach_family#cite_note-FOOTNOTEGeiringer1954303%E2%80%93316-12
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bach_family#cite_note-FOOTNOTEWolff2003123%E2%80%93130-13
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bach_family#cite_note-FOOTNOTEWolff2003129-14
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:JohannSebastianBach1685-1750UndSoehne.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johann_Sebastian_Bach
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carl_Philipp_Emanuel_Bach
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johann_Christian_Bach
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wilhelm_Friedemann_Bach
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johann_Christoph_Friedrich_Bach
https://archive.org/details/bachfamilyseveng00geir/page/n7/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/bachfamilyseveng00geir/page/n7/mode/2up


 



 



​







6.​ Bach and Mozart Essays on the Enigma of Genius , pp. 30 - 37; Publisher: Boydell & Brewer; this book 

explores some of the family history and the father-son legacies. 
 

“Coping with that patrimony could not have been a picnic for the male offspring of Johann Sebastian 

Bach. The towering shadow cast by J. S. Bach on the lives, careers, and ambitions of all five of them was 

undoubtedly overwhelming. Kramer's comment invites us to ponder the various tactics and strategies 

these uniquely privi-leged—and uniquely challenged—offspring developed to come to terms with that 

intimidating legacy. He has also offered an intriguing way to assess and understand the meaning of the 

careers of the Bach sons: namely, by determining the degree to which—and the manner in which—they 

succeeded in emerging from their father's shadow. Much of what follows will be conjectural; but very 

little is not conjectural in historical or biographical writing concerned with comprehending the meaning 

of events centuries old. On the other hand, much of it will be a matter of reasonably “connecting 

dots”—that is, documented facts—which we may have become overly reluctant to connect or account 

for in rather obvious ways. 

 

Bach and His Sons 

 

According to at least one eighteenth-century author, there was an abundance of mutual disdain between 

Johann Sebastian Bach and his musical sons. Carl Friedrich Cramer (1752–1807), the editor of the 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/bach-and-mozart/D469C57CD835539D8F6204A2665AF8BA


important Magazin der Musik, personally knew both Philipp Emanuel and Friedemann. In his 

autobiography, written in 1792–93, Cramer mentions: “The old Sebastian had three sons. He was 

satisfied only with Friedemann, the great organist. Even about Carl Philipp Emanuel he said (unjustly!): 

‘’Tis Berlin blue! It fades!’—Regarding the London Chrétien, [Sebastian] Bach was wont to cite the verse 

by Gellert: ‘The boy is sure to thrive owing to his stupidity!’ In fact, among the three Bach sons this one 

had the greatest success.—I have these opinions from Friedemann himself.” 

 

7.​ Wilhelm Friedemann Bach | Bach-Archiv Leipzig (bach-leipzig.de) - includes some details on Wilhelm’s history 

and subsequent documentation (and errors within them). 

 

8.​ Peter Bach, “Bach on Bach” website: Peter Bach the author is a descendant of the Bach family, but not a direct 

descendant of J.S. Bach and has authored an enormous amount of information on the family and musical history: 

Wilhelm Friedemann Bach: Lies, Truth, Hat and Fur (bachonbach.com) 

​  

9.​ Terry, Charles Sanford (1 March 1932). "Bach's Descendants". The Musical Times. 73 (1069): 256. 

doi:10.2307/916949. JSTOR 916949; Has Bach Surviving Descendants? on JSTOR 

 

At this stage, the Schwarzschulz - Friedemann descendants were unknown…scholars were only familiar with 

Friederica’s marriage to Johann Schmidt. The descendants of these daughters and the fate of the firstborn still 

unknown, but there is some potential to now connect to other previously unknown descendants via distant DNA 

matches and historic records. 

https://www.bach-leipzig.de/en/bach-archive/wilhelm-friedemann-bach
https://www.bachonbach.com/100-bach-faq-and-soon-there-are-500-bach-faq/faq-116-wilhelm-friedemann-bach-was-wilhelm-friedemann-bach-the-black-sheep-of-the-family/
https://www.bachonbach.com/100-bach-faq-and-soon-there-are-500-bach-faq/faq-116-wilhelm-friedemann-bach-was-wilhelm-friedemann-bach-the-black-sheep-of-the-family/
https://www.jstor.org/stable/917359?origin=crossref


 



 

10.​Siblin, Eric, “The Cello Suites: J.S. Bach, Pablo Casals and the Search for a Baroque Masterpiece” 

○​ Refers to Frederica Sophia Bach and this line of the family here: 

https://www.amazon.com/Cello-Suites-Casals-Baroque-Masterpiece-ebook/dp/B008UX3PC4/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=9780802197979&linkCode=qs&qid=1609432110&s=books&sr=1-1


 

 



 

Genealogy 

11.​Friedemann, Jene Cook (obituary), “Bread for the Third Generation” 

○​ Jene married my great-uncle William Gustav (Bill) Friedemann and documented the history of the Salem 

Lutheran Church, and within it references the migration of the Friedemann-Bach family members to 

Stillwater, OK. 

○​ Many of the family beginning with Gustav and Augusta Friedemann and their descendants are all buried 

in a small lot where the original church resided, in the Oklahoma prairie land. 

○​ Refer here to some photos of the Friedemann-Bach descendants and many families that immigrated 

from the same region here: link to cemetery photos. 

 

12.​Less, Virginia and Gerhardt, “The Wandering Bergstrasser Clan: family histories of Johann and Julianna (Vogel) 

Bergstrasser, their ancestors and descendants” 

○​ Additional scanned pages from this book and from interviews input to the book are in this shared photo 

album, “Friedemann and Family Relations”. Only a few of the pages discuss the Friedemann-Bach 

connection as the relationship is through marriage into the Friedemann family. There are varying 

accounts of those that knew (and those that mostly did not know) of their Bach lineage. The Karoline 

Schwarzschulz interview states “...parents unknown”, whereas Lydia Friedemann duChateau (the 

youngest of the siblings) did seem to know and at one time held some important and now lost Bach 

memorabilia. 

○​ Our immediate family did not know of this relationship until the early 2000’s. Unfortunately, my 

grandfather Herbert Friedemann and his father Rudolph Alexander Friedemann may not have known of 

their relationship to Bach either. As they were devout Lutheran and strong music lovers, they would most 

likely have shared this family history had they known. 

○​ Some interesting references are captured that the Bach and Friedemann families knew each other. This 

feeds curiosity around the naming of Bach's first son as Wilhelm Friedemann Bach, and then his 

granddaughter coincidentally maries Gustav Johann Friedemann. 

○​ There were several marriages between these families that migrated from the towns of Annette and 

Jospehine and Volhynia regions before moving to Stillwater, Oklahoma. So, you see some of the 

Friedemann and Bach family history accounted for in some of the individual bios, e.g.: 

https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/houstonchronicle/obituary.aspx?pid=114905978
https://search.worldcat.org/title/Bread-for-the-third-generation-:-an-early-history-of-Salem-Lutheran-Church-Stillwater-Oklahoma/oclc/17792596
https://photos.app.goo.gl/fV4sJyyx6Y3mJxTaA
https://www.worldcat.org/title/wandering-bergstrasser-clan-family-histories-of-johann-and-julianna-vogel-bergstrasser-their-ancestors-and-descendants/oclc/49605310
https://www.worldcat.org/title/wandering-bergstrasser-clan-family-histories-of-johann-and-julianna-vogel-bergstrasser-their-ancestors-and-descendants/oclc/49605310
https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipOx1TVWkfRoqSHvvz15uBplvRV2yqEDRBXg-boT3DQ9n_3XEZGFfoOgWyclINxGNg?key=dV9aLUpMaDV4UHEyTmNzT3cxeHVReDVLUHBHX0d3


 





 

 



 

6. Bach Lineage 

 



 

Marriage of Eduard Friedemann to Amalie Forwerk 
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