
Question 2 Suggested time—40 minutes.  (This question counts as one-third of 

the total essay section score.)   

 
The United States participation in the Second World War began in 1941 and 
lasted until the Axis powers surrendered  in 1945. During that period, on 
September 24, 1942, Congresswoman Clare Boothe Luce delivered the 
following  address, “The Role of American Women in Wartime,” to a women’s 
banking committee. Read the passage carefully.   

DirectIons: Read the article.  
1.​ Highlight any examples of emotionally evocative language (pathos). What does this 
language make you feel? 
2.​ Highlight any logical arguments or statistics (logos). What do these arguments help 
you understand? 
3.​ Highlight any references to a bolstering of credibility through association, reputation, 
or knowledge (ethos). How do these references bolster credibility? 
4.​ Highlight any persuasive elements. How do these elements work to persuade you of 
the writer’s main claim?  
 
5.   ​ Write a PRECIS that analyzes the rhetorical choices Luce makes to convey her 
message that women needed to prepare to make more sacrifices as the war effort continued.  ​
 

THE STRUCTURE OF A RHETORICAL PRÉCIS  

Sentence One: Name of author, genre, and title of work, date in 
parentheses; a rhetorically active verb; and a THAT  clause containing 
the major assertion or thesis in the text.  
Sentence Two: An explanation of how the author develops and supports 
the thesis.  
Sentence Three: A statement of the author’s apparent purpose, followed 
by an “in order to” phrase.  
Sentence Four: A description of the intended audience and/or the 
relationship the author establishes with the  audience through tone.  
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And now I am going to say something which I  could only say among us girls. So far in this war we are 
still the luckiest women in the whole world. For instance we still have lipsticks, and even some silk  
stockings. And although many of us have gone into  uniforms, they are still made of good cloth and are  
well cut. Sisters, for a lot of us, perhaps too many of  us, important though the part we have played in it 
so  far, it is still easy—and I almost said “glamorous” for us. But, believe me, for each of us these are 
the good  old days now, my friends.  
 
 Now we have got to face a great, big fact. We have  got to face the fact that the ‘interesting’ part of our  
participation in this war effort is just about over. There isn’t going to be any glamour in what we have  
to do from here on in. I realize that for most women  there is little that is glamorous in a war, any war. 
But  we have to be frank enough with ourselves to admit  that in our effort to help, we have still 
managed to do  a lot of things that are both helpful and, by a  remarkable coincidence, attractive. 
We’ve been able,  as we went about our wartime activities, to find time  to wonder, as I say, a little 
about those uniforms.  We’ve had time to be disturbed a bit about the freezing of fashion designs, 
about the lack of silk  stockings. Yes, we’ve found time to look a little for glamorous. 
 
But, from here on in to victory, glamour is out and  toughness is in. From here on in to victory, girls, the   
way is going to be hard. From here on in, women and  men and children, too, for that matter, are going 
to  have to take on the serious task of winning this war.  Our president has called this the “toughest war 
in  history” and whether you here tonight class yourself as a political follower of the president or one of 
his  political opponents, you must accept that definition as  completely accurate.   
 
  What, then are we women going to do in the tough 

days that lie ahead? Well, we’re going to do a lot of the things we are doing right now, but we are 
going to do them a lot more intensely and, if you will pardon  me, a lot more intelligently.  
 
With our men, we’re going to work and fight for  victory. We’re going to submit, but we’re going to 
understand why we submit to rules and regulations;  we’re going to take, and manage with, more 
and more  rationing. We’re going to have colder homes, different  foods, less clothing—we’re 
going to accept the  challenges imposed by these conditions. We’re going to keep our homes and 
jobs going because we know,  being women, what happens if we don’t keep them  going.  
 
The women of the next few years—and please  believe that my use of the plural ‘years’ while 
pessimistic, is honest—the women of the next few  crucial years are going to see that their 
children, those  precious treasures for whom we fight, are kept healthy  and warm and well fed 
and well schooled and as 
happy as possible under conditions which are bound which, though extremely great, is still a comfortable 
to become less and less favorable and not at all  glamorous for anyone from here on in.   
 
Yes, ladies, the road ahead is going to be a bumpy one. It is going to be full of ruts and rocks, the 
ruts of  endless, colorless effort, and the rocks of almost insurmountable obstacles. It takes no 
gifted prophet  to foresee this road to victory. A soft war leads to a hard peace. A hard war leads 
to a happy peace. We  must fight a hard war. I think we will not much long  kid ourselves that this 
war can be won by an effort  which though extremely great, is still a comfortable one. I think we 



are coming to the grim realization that  such dreams of comfort are insidious saboteurs of our  war 
effort.   
 
We have got to come to some grim conclusions in the days that lie ahead. We have got to come 
to the  conclusion that it will not be won until we all fight to  win it, every minute of every hour of 
every day, from  here on in. We dare not measure our effort by its drain  on our comforts; we dare 
to measure it only by its  contribution toward the victory for which we fight.   
 
 


