
Present State Examination: Reading List 
 
A reading list suggested by the artists and curator of Present State 
Examination 
 

●​ The Divided Self : An Existential Study in Sanity and Madness by R. 
D. Laing 

●​ Dreamland: The True Tale of America's Opiate Epidemic by Sam 
Quinones 

●​ NeuroTribes : The Legacy of Autism and How to Think Smarter 
About People Who Think Differently ​
by Steve Silberman 

●​ Asylums by Erving Goffman 
●​ The Man Who Closed the Asylums : Franco Basaglia and the 

Revolution in Mental Health Care by John Foot 
●​ Cracked : Why Psychiatry is Doing More Harm Than Good by James 

Davies 
●​ Anatomy of an Epidemic : Magic Bullets, Psychiatric Drugs, and the 

Astonishing Rise of Mental Illness in America by Robert Whitaker 
●​ Dopesick : Dealers, Doctors and the Drug Company that Addicted 

America by Beth Macy 
●​ Fentanyl, Inc. : how rogue chemists are creating the deadliest wave 

of the opioid epidemic by Ben Westhoff 
 
Louisa Martin: 

●​ Asperger's Children by Edith Sheffer 
 
Bella Milroy: 

●​ Self-Care Flowchart 
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