The it Crowd

SOP Library

Perform on-page optimization on
a WordPress post with Yoast

Last Updated [ Reviewed: 03/25/2024
Execution Time: 10-20 minutes / page or blog post

Goal: Optimizing each page and blog post on your website to be easily found on
search engines.

Ideal Outcome: Every page and blog post on your website will be properly optimized
- ergo, users will find them when searching for businesses similar to yours.

Prerequisites or requirements:

The exact steps described in this SOP will only work on self-hosted WordPress
websites. Other Content Management Systems (CMSs) do not have the Yoast SEO
plugin. Although it might use the same principles, the steps and methods needed to
perform on-page optimization may differ.

Why this is important: On-page optimization is one of the three pillars of SEO (along
with off-page optimization and technical optimization). Together, they help
businesses make themselves noticed on search engines (thus, they help increase
the number of organic site visits and, consequently, the number of conversions).

Where this is done: In your self-hosted WordPress Admin panel, on each of the
pages and blog posts that will go live.

When this is done: Ideally, before the pages and blog posts go live. Realistically, it
can be done afterward, too (e.g, if your website is already live and you haven't
optimized it yet).

Who does this: You, your SEO specialist, your VA, your content manager or content
writer (if they also upload the page content and/or blog posts), or an agency you
have hired for your digital marketing needs.
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Environment Setup

Set up your WordPress.org site and install the Yoast SEO plugin following SOP 008
(web version)

Make sure you have performed your keyword research and mapping following SOP
o1 (web version).

Before starting: pre-optimization steps

Based on your keyword research and mapping spreadsheet, select the keyword
and searcher intent you want to use for the page or blog post you want to optimize.

Remember: In general, you want to make sure each page targets only one
searcher intent (or a “bucket” in the keyword mapping spreadsheet you have
worked on).

For the purpose of this SOP, we will be going through an example blog post that's
being optimized for “audio field recording.”

Write the content of the page or blog post without optimizing it for the target
keyword. It's better to write the content without worrying about the optimization
process or the keywords you need to use. This way, you will be able to produce
content that’'s more natural, focused on the users, rather than the search engines.

Optimize the meta data

The meta tags on each of your pages and blog posts is just as important as the
content itself - so you should first make sure to optimize it before moving on to
optimizing the content.

Start by optimizing the page title with your chosen keyword.

When you're in the “Edit Post” section of your WordPress site, scroll down to the ‘Yoast’
bar (you will find it right after the box that allows you to paste/ edit the content).
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Yoast SEQ

Focus keyphrase

Sound Effects in Audio Field Recording
Guide FS———

) Readability an:
Learn how audio location recording in typical outdoor locations can enhance honJemade podcasts and video
recordings.

SEO analysis

Recording audio on location is a great way to document the essence of many urban spaces, add life to podcasts, and * rdiradie
improve the quality of video recerdings. Modern audio field recording gear is much cheaper, smaller, and less
obtrusive than before. This is an introduction on how to get good sound outdoors. 5 Google preview
Recorder and Microphone Types Facebook presiew

For urban field recording, a good choice is a small field recorder using memory cards of the same type as used in witer; preview

digital cameras. Something like a Zoom H2 is a good combination of stereo microphone and recorder all in one that
fits in the palm of your hand. This gives you more than 2 hours of recording time on a 2GB SD card. Similar field Schema

recorders use Compact Flashcards. Yoast SEQ autom;
your pages using

ke

In the ‘SEO Title’ box, remove the Yoast default ‘title’ and ‘page’ format labeled
‘Title’ and ‘Page.’

Google preview ~

Preview as:

® Mobile result ) Desktop result

2 www retroaddicts.com » sound-effect-guide-audio-fi...

Sound Effects in Audio Field Recording Guide -
RetroAddicts

Jun 13, 2021 - Please provide a meta
description by editing the snippet
below. If you don't, Google will try to
find a relevant part of your post to
show in the search results.

Insert variable

Slug

sound-effect-guide-audio-field-recarding

Meta description Insert variable

Modify your meta description by editing it right here
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Optimize the title in the ‘SEO title’ box. Here's how to do this:

Click on the “SEO title” box
Enter your desired SEO title (including your target keyword).

Remember to keep it under 65 characters - otherwise, Google will truncate it when
displaying it in SERPs. This will consequently lower your CTR.

Yoast will help you determine if the SEO title is too long. As long as the bar
underneath the “SEO title” box is green, you haven't exceeded the 65-character limit.

If the bar gets red, you have exceeded this limit (or the title is much too short, as you
can see in the second caption below).
Preview as:

®) Mobile result () Desktop result

2 www.retroaddicts.com » sound-effect-guide-audio-fi...

Audio Field Recording Guide What's Love Go to Do,
Go to Do With It - RetroAddicts

Jun 13, 2021 - Please provide a meta

description by editing the snippet

below. If you don't, Google will try to -
find a relevant part of your post to -
show in the search results. -

Title too long, indicated
by the red bar below

SEOQ title Insert variable

Audio Field Recording Guide What's Love Go to Do, Go to Do With It

Slug

sound-effect-guide-audio-field-recording

Meta description Insert variable

Modify your meta description by editing it right here

d SEO analvsis b
Run your title through CoSchedule’s Headline Analyzer to check its attractiveness.
Rankings are not just influenced by keywords. The CTR on your search result is an
important ranking factor, so this step will help you write attractive and compelling
titles.

Aim for a score above 60 on CoSchedule’s Headline analyzer, but don't stress or
obsess over it—it's an automated tool and you should only use it as an indicator.

As you can see in the example above, our initial title was “Sound Effects Audio in Field
Recording Guide”. After adding the keyword and checking it with CoSchedule’s
Headline Analyzer (described below), we changed it to “Sound Effect Impact: A Guide
to Audio Field Recording”
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HeadlineStud FROTRIAL | Lipgrade to Hesgline Stuo Pro 1o keep full

Sound Effect Impact: A Guide to Audic Field Recording

2 Version History Headline Score SEO Score

’.‘) Pro Tip: Access your Version
History

Q Pro Tip: Improve Your Headline Score
- See the overall score fior YOur CLTE: nt headting. plus a detaded breakdown of your Neacune resuils 5O you Can see where 0 improve
your headline.

Learn how to write headlines that drive mere traffic & shares

Suggestions

Sound Effect Impact: A Guide to e

Gt : Increase your emotional words
Audio Field Recording

Increase your uncommaon words.
Rephrase your headling as a question, list. or how-to statement

® Add more emotionally positive or negative words

Word Balance

—e— 00— 8
Sound |Effect impactl A |Guide| to Audio Field Recording

Optimize the URL slug:

Keep it as short as possible (up to 75 characters at the most - making it easier to
remember).

Also, try to include the keyword in the URL as well - it will definitely help with the
on-page optimization.

To minimize URL characters, you can remove stop words (e.g, g, the, for, an, and) ---
here is a list of the most common stop words you can remove from a permalink.

If your page has already been published for a while, do not change the URL,
especially if it's already ranking in the SERPs or if other pages already link to it. Doing
this would mean you are migrating your URL - and it's best to avoid it in most cases.
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@ so @ Readability | §8§ Schema | =3 Social

Focus keyphrase @

audio field recording

Get related keyphrases

Google preview ~

Preview as:

® Mobile result () Desktop result

2 www.retroaddicts.com » sound-effect-guide-audio-fi. ..
Sound Effect Impact: A Guide to Audio Field
Recording - RetroAddicts

Jun 13, 2021 - Please provide a meta R —
description by editing the snippet
below. If you don't, Google will try to
find a relevant part of your post to
show in the search results.

=} =}
SEO title Insert variable @@ﬁﬂm 7/ (8
Sound Effect Impact: A Guide to Audio Field Recarding Site title |

Slhug

sound-effect-guide-audio-field-recarding -
Meta description Insert variable

Optimize the meta description.

Include the target keyword in this description.

Remember, the meta description should be under 160 characters - anything longer
might be truncated by Google in the SERPs.

Same as with the page titles, keywords are not everything. Your meta description
should be compelling and tell readers exactly what information will be provided on
the page. While meta descriptions don't directly impact rankings, they will increase
the CTR - and that is a ranking factor.
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—— gy

location is a great way to document
the essence of many urban spaces,
add life to podcasts, and improve the
quality of video ..

-—
SEO title Insert variable

Sound Effect Impact: A Guide to Audio Field Recording =
Slug

sound-effect-guide-audio-field-recording M@ﬁ;@ d Jfﬁ Eo@ﬂ E u@m]@
s ~gdjust to under 160 characters

Recording audio on location is a great way to document the essence of many urban
spaces, add life to podcasts, and improve the quality of video recordings. Modern
audio field recording gear is much cheaper, smaller, and less obtrusive than before.
This is an introduction on how to get good sound outdoors.

@ SEO analysis v

audio field recording

Optimize the content in the body of the page.

Now that you have optimized the meta data and target keywords supporting your
page or blog post, it is time to move on to optimizing the actual content on it. Here
are the steps you need to follow to do this:

Try to include the keyword in the h1 heading, but do not force this. Again, it is far
better to publish natural, rather than keyword-stuffed content.

Make sure your page or blog post has an hl, but remember that there should be only
one hl, and it should be above the fold. Typically, your h1 will be the actual title of the
blog post or page. Same as with the metadata optimization, focus on creating an
attractive, compelling hl, rather than something that feels built exclusively for
Google’s crawlers. You can use the CoSchedule’s Headline Analyzer to analyze your
headline.

Try to include some of your target keywords in the first 100 words of the page or
blog post.

It will also be beneficial to have H2 and/or H3 subheadings in your page or blog
posts for easier reading.
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Sound Effects in Audio Field Recording

G - d Preview
u I e hittp:#www.retroaddicts.com/sound-efft

Sound Effect Impact: A Guide to ¢
Recording audio on location is a great wa
document the essence of many urban spi

Learn how audio location recording in typical outdoor locations can enhance homemade podcasts and video
add life to podcasts. and improve the qua

recordings. video recordings
Recording audio on location is a great way to document the essence of many urban spaces, add life to podcasts, and
improve the quality of video recordings. Modern audio field recording gear is much cheaper, smaller, and less

obtrusive than before. This is an introduction on how to get good sound cutdoors. Focus Keyword

Recorder and Microphone Types H2 Title or In-[ontent Subheading < ...

Want more? Upgrade today to the P
version.

For urban field recording, a good choice is a small field recorder using memory cards of the same type as used in
digital cameras. Something like a Zoom H2 is a good combination of stereo microphene and recorder all in one that [ This post is Pillar Content
fits in the palm of your hand. This gives you more than 2 hours of recording time on a 2GB SD card. Similar field

recorders use Compact Flashcards. Basic SEO

e e — Hurtay! Youre using Fous Kepword

v €

In general, avoid including the exact target keyword more than 3-4 times/page.

Add other keywords from the same keyword bucket in the body of your content. This
will help Google contextualize your page or blog article, so that it shows your target
keywords to users searching for the information you provide.

Try to add synonyms to your target keyword as well.

Varying keywords to synonyms can be an excellent move, not only because it will
help Google contextualize your content, but also because it will help you avoid using
the exact target keyword too many times. Include LS| (Latent Semantic Indexing)
keywords tool.

These keywords are semantically related to your target keyword, and they will help
improve your SEO. To find more LSI keywords, go to https://Isigraph.com, enter your
target keyword, and pick the most relevant suggestions to include in the body of your
page content.
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Sl Graph Features  Pricing  What Is LS| Keyword?

"Generate LS| Keywords That Google LOVES"

Get the most profitable sermantically related keywords for all your SEO & marketing needs
o > ( =) GENE r> Q -

Powering More Than 35'7 85,522 semantic LS Keywords and counting...

Graph  bepwend genersior

Include internal links to other pages within your domain.

Try to include at least 2 or 3 links to relevant related content that's already published
on your site. To do this, select the words you want to create a link on, click on the
“Insert/Edit link button,” and paste the URL you want to link to.

T — -
:
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Post Block

De not let anyone hold your microphone. It turns vibrations into signals on your recording, and that includes the
e : : o nE Status & visibility
sound of the muscle tension in the hand. Use a triped or stand to hold the microphone close to the subject; this will Sl by

result in a better recording than if somecne holds it. Visibility Public

Publish Immediately

Move away from unwanted noise

D Stick to the top of the blog
In an indoor setting, you can usually turn off unwanted noise sources like a radio or air-conditioning. Outdoors you
can't usually do that, so you have to move away from noise sources and closer to your subject. The ear is very good at D EERdmGirevicn

discriminating against extranecus noise, so you have to listen critically, not just for what you want to hear, but also to Author

check there is not too much of what you don't want to hear. Or record a section and listen to the playback - it is always retroaddicts_3fw53l =
better to get the cleanest original recording. .
Move to trash

Wind noise is often a problem. Most field recorders come with a basic foam windshield — these are typically good for -
wind speeds up to about 5 mph. Any more and you will have problems witli a rumbling sound in your recording — try S
and move to a less windy location or wait till it dies down. Alternatively, shield the mic with a ‘tent’ made of cloth like a permalink
T-shirt held on a wireframe. o

Categaries

Use the manual record level, not automatic

Tags

An automatic record level sounds like a great idea, but it saps the life from a recording. In a typical city location, as Featured image

soon as the talent stops talking, automatic record level winds up the levels, boosting things like traffic noise to the

Include external links to other domains.

Our advice is to always link to authoritative sources of information or pages already
ranking very well on the search results for your target keyword.

For our example, we chose to link to a page from https://fairuse.stanford.edu/ (one of
the top 10 results on Google when searching for “digital audio recording”).
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To add an external link, follow the steps described above for internal links.
Try to include rich content.

Rich content does not only mean different media formats (sound, video, and
images) used in web pages or posts. If applicable, you can add data tables, pie
charts, and other graphical elements to increase readers’ engagement.

Optimize the images in your post or page.

Rename the image you want to upload into your page or blog title with a
descriptive name. For example, “img17348.png"” is not a descriptive name, but
“microphone-used-in-sound-recording,jpg"” is a descriptive name.

Always use the “-” symbol to split the words in the image names.
To rename a file, right-click it, choose “Rename” from the drop-down menu, write the
new name, then press “Enter”.

DON'T include keywords in the file name unless they are actually relevant to your
content.

Include descriptive ALT text for each of the images you upload into your page or
blog post.

Within the media selection view in WordPress, select the image you want to edit, you
will see a series of fields on the right side of the window. Scroll to the “Alt text” field
and enter it.

Make sure your ALT text is relevant and descriptive. For instance, “image 17348” is not
a descriptive ALT text, but “microphone used in sound recording session” is.

Again, do not try to include keywords in the ALT text if they are not relevant.

Adding ALT text to your images not only optimizes for Google Images but will also
improve accessibility. For instance, this feature can be used by screen-reading
software applications for the blind or visually impaired.
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Get closer to the Sound Source!

The first rule of audio field recording is to et close to the subject, particularly if it is dialoque. To record speech, the

or blog post will be fully optimized.

Save draft  Preview m 2 H

6 General =] &=

Preview

http:/lwww retroaddicts com/sound-effe
Sound Effect Impact: A Guide to A.
Recording audio on location is a great way 1
document the essence of many urban spac
add life to podcasts, and improve the quality
video recordings

Edit Snippet

Focus Keyword

Want more? Upgrade today to the PRO
version

[ This post is Pillar Content

Basic SEO

Hurray! You're using Focus Keyword in Thqt's
it! If you have completed all of the abovementioned steps, the content of your page

Doing on-page optimization consistently for all your posts and pages might require
more effort than usual. However, completing each step and following the
recommended suggestions will reap better keyword rankings for your site that would

convert to more organic traffic in the long term.

THE - CROWD

A FULL SERVICE MARKETING AGENCY

www.theitcrowd.com


http://www.theitcrowd.com

	 
	Environment Setup 
	Set up your WordPress.org site and install the Yoast SEO plugin following SOP 008 (web version) 
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	Remember: In general, you want to make sure each page targets only one searcher intent (or a “bucket” in the keyword mapping spreadsheet you have worked on). 
	Write the content of the page or blog post without optimizing it for the target keyword. It’s better to write the content without worrying about the optimization process or the keywords you need to use. This way, you will be able to produce content that’s more natural, focused on the users, rather than the search engines. 
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	Start by optimizing the page title with your chosen keyword. 
	In the ‘SEO Title’ box, remove the Yoast default ‘title’ and ‘page’ format labeled ‘Title’ and ‘Page.’ 
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	Optimize the meta description. 

	Optimize the content in the body of the page. 
	Try to include the keyword in the h1 heading, but do not force this. Again, it is far better to publish natural, rather than keyword-stuffed content. 
	Try to include some of your target keywords in the first 100 words of the page or blog post. 
	It will also be beneficial to have H2 and/or H3 subheadings in your page or blog posts for easier reading. 
	In general, avoid including the exact target keyword more than 3-4 times/page. 
	Include internal links to other pages within your domain. 
	Include external links to other domains. 
	Try to include rich content. 

	Optimize the images in your post or page. 
	Rename the image you want to upload into your page or blog title with a descriptive name. For example, “img17348.png” is not a descriptive name, but “microphone-used-in-sound-recording,jpg” is a descriptive name. 
	Include descriptive ALT text for each of the images you upload into your page or blog post. 


