
MSA Field Conditions & Weather Policies 

The City of McKinney Park & Rec Department determines with input from MSA the 
status of our soccer playing fields.  The MSA website will be updated for cancellations 

by 7:30 AM on Saturdays, 3:30 PM on weekdays, and 12:00 PM on Sundays ​
​

**If the website is not updated and you have not received an email on any closure, all 
fields are open and you should proceed to the fields.  Please note; it is possible that 

games could be called off at the field in the event of inclement weather.*** 

STORMS & LIGHTNING  
The City of McKinney has installed lightning predictors at Craig Ranch and AR Soccer 
Complexes. The City will be testing the system on weekdays, once a week during the 
day when no one is playing. The sensors will be cleaned every thirty days.​
​
System Operation: ​
When a probability of lightning is detected the horn will sound continuously for fifteen 
seconds and the yellow light will begin flashing. At this time all fields will be cleared. The 
yellow light will continue to flash as long as a threat exists. When a threat is no longer 
detected, the horn will sound three short blasts and the yellow light will go off. It is then 
safe to return to the fields and resume play.​
​
Games Policy: ​
As soon as the horn sounds and the yellow light goes on, all games will be immediately 
stopped. Players, officials and spectators must leave the fields IMMEDIATELY and seek 
shelter in their cars for the duration of the threat. The concession area is for league 
officials only during this time to assess the weather.  Should the referees feel, using 
their best judgment, that a potential threat is present, they HAVE the authority to stop 
the games even before the alarm is triggered. 

Since there is no way to determine how long the threat will last, the following rules will 
apply for all games, regardless of who stops them (alarm or referee): 

1.​ Any game not started (initial kick-off) will be delayed 30 minutes. Should the 
system determine that the threat is no longer in place and the all clear signal is 
received within 30 minutes, the game can start. Beyond the 30 minute time 
frame, The highest ranking MSA Board Member at the fields will determine if the 



game will be considered canceled. If there is no MSA Board Member present it 
will be the Center Referee to make the determination. If canceled the game will 
be rescheduled (subject to time constraints and field availability). 

2.​ Any game being played and stopped BEFORE the completion of the first half will 
be considered canceled and every effort will be made to reschedule it (subject to 
time constraints and field availability). For the competitive divisions, the score will 
NOT count and be considered INVALID for the standings. 

3.​ Any game being played and stopped AFTER the completion of the first half will 
be considered valid and will NOT be rescheduled. For the competitive divisions, 
the score will count and be considered VALID for the standings. 

Just because the skies look relatively clear, a lightning strike can still occur.   

 

Cold Weather Guidelines 
The following precautions must followed when there is a possibility of dangerous cold 
conditions: 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The link to the US Soccer Cold Weather Policy that MSA will follow is Cold Weather Guide  
 
 

Heat Guidelines 
The following precautions must followed when there is a possibility of dangerous high 
heat index:

 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/57125d942eeb814000fb1ca5/t/59726b466f4ca33d3e9dab21/1500670790739/SOC_1609024+Cold+Weather+Guidelines-V2.pdf


 

 

 

The link to the US Soccer Heat Policy & Guidelines that MSA will follow is Heat Guidelines  

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/57125d942eeb814000fb1ca5/t/5a1c4fdc8165f542d6d78d16/1511804893401/1609024+Heat+Guidelines.pdf
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