
Compelling Question: 
What Makes the Belle of Louisville Unique? 

 
 

 
Supporting Questions 

 

1. How has The Belle physically changed over time? 
2. How has The Belle’s function changed over time? 
3. How is The Belle different from other boats on the 
Ohio river? 
4. How does The Belle represent Louisville today? 
 
 



 

Compelling Question: What Makes The Belle of Louisville Unique? 

2.I.Q.1 Ask compelling questions 
about communities found in North 
America.  

8.I.Q.3 Evaluate the types of supporting questions 
each of the social studies disciplines uses to 
answer compelling and supporting questions. 

HS.(C, E, G, UH, WH).I.Q.1 Generate compelling 
questions to frame thinking, inquiry and/or 
understanding of key concepts in world history, US 
history, civics, geography, and economics. 

2.G.MM.1 Explain patterns of human 
settlement in North America. 

8.H.KH.1 Articulate Kentucky’s role in early 
American history from the earliest colonial 
settlement to 1877. 

HS.UH.KH.1 Examine how Kentuckians influence 
and are influenced by major national developments 
in U.S. history from 1877-present. 

2.H.KH.1 Explain how events in 
North America impacted Kentucky. 

8.E.KE.2 Explain how the availability of 
resources in Kentucky led people to make 
economic choices from the Colonial Era to 
Reconstruction from 1600-1877. 

HS.E.KE.2 Analyze how national and international 
trends and policies impact Kentucky’s state and 
local economies. 
 
 

2.I.UE.3 Identify a primary and 
secondary source, and explain who 
created it, when they created it, where 
they created it and why they created it.  

8.I.UE.1 Use multiple sources to develop claims 
in response to compelling and supporting 
questions.  
 

HS.(C, E, G, UH, WH).I.UE.1 Evaluate the 
credibility of multiple sources representing a 
variety of perspectives relevant to 
compelling/supporting questions in world history, 
US history, civics, geography, and economics. 

2.I.CC.2 Construct an argument with 
reasons and details to address a civic 
issue in a community in North 
America.  

8.I.CC.2 Construct arguments by drawing on 
multiple disciplinary lenses to analyze how 
multiple perspectives, diversity and conflict and 
compromise impacted the development of the 
United States.  

HS.(C, E, G, UH, WH).I.CC.2 Engage in 
disciplinary thinking and construct arguments, 
explanations or public communications relevant to 
compelling/supporting questions in world history, 
US history, civics, geography, and economics. 

Staging the Question: Discuss what it means to you to be unique. Then discuss what makes Louisville’s location unique.   
 

Supporting Question 1 Supporting Question 2 Supporting Question 3 Supporting Question 4 

Understand (Action) Assess (Action) 

How has The Belle physically 
changed over time? 

How has The Belle’s function 
changed over time? 

How is The Belle different 
from other boats on the Ohio 
river? 

How does The Belle represent 
Louisville today? 

Formative Performance Task Formative Performance Task Formative Performance Task Formative Performance Task 

Describe two ways The Belle 
shape has changed over time.  

List examples of the different 
functions The Belle has had 
over time. 

Explain how The Belle is 
different from other vessels 
traveling on the Ohio. 

Construct a claim for how The 
Belle represents her 
community. 

Featured Sources Featured Sources Featured Sources Featured Sources 

Source A: Timeline of names  
Source B: Belle Pilot House 
Source C: Ballroom 
Comparison 
 

Source A: Letter Reading 
Source B: Rose Island Sign 
Source C: Idlewild - Ferry 
Source D: Belle of Louisville 
Cruise Listing 

Source A: Steam Engine 
Source B: Tow with Barges 
Source C: Shipping Chart 
Source D: Mary - Belle Pilot 
House Compare 
Source E: Historic Landmark 
Inquiry 

Source A: Race Ticket 
Source B: Mural 
Source C: New Report - 
Spectrum, The calliope 
warming up - TikTok,  
The Entertainer - TikTok 
 

 

Summative  
Performance 
Task  

ARGUMENT “What Makes The Belle of Louisville Unique?” Construct an argument (e.g. detailed outline, 
poster, or essay) that addresses the compelling question using specific claims and relevant evidence from 
historical and contemporary sources while acknowledging competing views.  

Taking  
Informed Action 

ACT Write a letter to your district councilman/woman explaining why the Str. Belle of Louisville is unique to 
her city.  

 

https://belleoflouisville.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Timeline.pdf
https://belleoflouisville.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Pilot-House-Belle-of-Louisville.pdf
https://belleoflouisville.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Ballroom-1915-2021.pdf
https://belleoflouisville.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Ballroom-1915-2021.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uA06nuKAjlU
https://belleoflouisville.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Rose-Island-Sign.-Str.-Idlewild.pdf
https://belleoflouisville.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Str.-Idlewild-Ferry.pdf
https://belleoflouisville.org/cruises/
https://belleoflouisville.org/cruises/
https://belleoflouisville.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Steam-Engine-Belle-of-Louisville.pdf
https://www.marathonpetroleum.com/Newsroom/Media-Resources/
https://belleoflouisville.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Cargo-shipped-on-the-Ohio-river-system-2018.pdf
https://belleoflouisville.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Mary-M.-Miller-and-Belle-of-Louisville-pilot-house.pdf
https://belleoflouisville.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Mary-M.-Miller-and-Belle-of-Louisville-pilot-house.pdf
https://belleoflouisville.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/National-Historic-Landmark-Inquiry.pdf
https://belleoflouisville.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/National-Historic-Landmark-Inquiry.pdf
https://discover.kdf.org/great-steamboat-race/
https://belleoflouisville.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Mural-corner-of-3rd-street-and-Jefferson.pdf
https://spectrumnews1.com/ky/bowling-green/news/2021/07/30/belle-of-louisville-calliopist-s-music-gains-steam-on-tiktok
https://spectrumnews1.com/ky/bowling-green/news/2021/07/30/belle-of-louisville-calliopist-s-music-gains-steam-on-tiktok
https://vm.tiktok.com/ZMRKL8R4d/
https://vm.tiktok.com/ZMRKL8R4d/
https://vm.tiktok.com/ZMRKLgnWa/


 
Staging the question: 

 

CQ: What Makes the Belle of Louisville Unique? 

Staging: Discuss: What does it mean to you to be unique?  

 

 
 

 
 



 
Str. Belle of Louisville - Location 

 

CQ: What Makes the Belle of Louisville Unique? 

Staging: U.S.Army Corp of Engineers Navigation Charts  

Annotation: Ohio river chart for the port of Louisville. 
 
The U. S. Army Corps of Engineers marks twenty sites on their navigation chart for downtown Louisville. Only two of 
them are National Historic Landmarks. 
(H) Belle of Louisville  
(R) Louisville Water Co. 
 

 

https://www.lrl.usace.army.mil/Portals/64/docs/Ops/Navigation/Charts/2015%20UPDATES/8.%20McAlpine%20Pool%2085-102.pdf


 
 

Supporting Question 1: How has The Belle physically changed over time? 

Source A: Timeline of names 

Annotation: Compare the images of the Belle of Louisville throughout the years as the Str. Idlewild, Avalon, and Belle of 
Louisville. Image of the pilot house showing the years certain features were added. Images of the Belle’s ballroom or 
dance floor. 
 

Photo 1:  Idlewild 1914 

 

https://belleoflouisville.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Timeline.pdf
https://belleoflouisville.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Idlewild-1914.pdf


 
 
Photo 2: Str. Avalon 1950's  

 
 

Photo 3: Str. Belle of Louisville 1962 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://belleoflouisville.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Str.-Avalon-Circa-1950s.pdf
https://belleoflouisville.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Str.-Belle-of-Louisville.pdf


 

Supporting Question 1: How has The Belle physically changed over time? 

Source B: Pilot House Belle of Louisville 

 

 

https://belleoflouisville.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Pilot-House-Belle-of-Louisville.pdf


 

Supporting Question 1: How has The Belle physically changed over time? 

Source C: Ballroom 1915-2021 

 

 

https://belleoflouisville.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Ballroom-1915-2021.pdf


 
 

Supporting Question 2: How has The Belle’s function changed overtime? 

Source A: Mary Stewart Glass granddaughter to Henry Hotter, Secretary of the Memphis Cotton Exchange and part 
owner of the Idlewild [2:11 min.] 

Annotation: Letter written by Mary Stewart Glass granddaughter to Henry Hotter, Secretary of the Memphis Cotton 
Exchange and part owner of the Idlewild. Advertising sign for trips to Rose Island Park in IN on the Str. Idlewild. Cruise 
Listing on the Belle of Louisville 2021. Str. Avalon as a ferry to Fontaine Ferry Park, 1934. 
 

 
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uA06nuKAjlU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uA06nuKAjlU


 

Supporting Question 2: How has The Belle’s function changed overtime? 

Source B: Rose Island Sign, Advertisement sign for the Str. Idlewild circa 1920’s. Photo from Rose Island Park 12500 
IN-62, Charlestown, IN 47111.  

 

 

https://belleoflouisville.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Rose-Island-Sign.-Str.-Idlewild.pdf
https://belleoflouisville.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Rose-Island-Sign.-Str.-Idlewild.pdf


 

Supporting Question 2: How has The Belle’s function changed overtime? 

Source C: Str. Idlewild as a ferry to Fontaine Ferry park, 1934  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://belleoflouisville.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Str.-Idlewild-Ferry.pdf


 
 

Supporting Question 2: How has The Belle’s function changed overtime? 

Source D: Belle of Louisville Cruise Listing 

 

 
 

 

https://belleoflouisville.org/cruises/
https://belleoflouisville.org/cruises/


 

Supporting Question 3: How is The Belle different from other vessels traveling the Ohio river? 

Source A: Steam Engine Belle of Louisville 

Annotation: Original engines to The Belle. Comparison of The Belle’s Pilot house to the Mary M. Miller’s modern pilot 
house. Picture of a Diesel powered Tow. Shipping information for the Ohio river. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

https://belleoflouisville.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Steam-Engine-Belle-of-Louisville.pdf


 

Supporting Question 3: How is The Belle different from other vessels traveling the Ohio river? 

Source B: Marathon Petroleum Co. diesel powered Tow with barges 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.marathonpetroleum.com/Newsroom/Media-Resources/


 
 

Supporting Question 3: How is The Belle different from other vessels traveling the Ohio river? 

Source C: Chart of all cargo shipped on the Ohio river in 2018. Data source U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 
Shipping Data  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://usace.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16021coll2/id/4711
https://usace.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16021coll2/id/4711


 

Supporting Question 3: How is The Belle different from other vessels traveling the Ohio river? 

Source D: Mary M. Miller and Belle of Louisville Pilot House Comparison 

 

 

https://belleoflouisville.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Mary-M.-Miller-and-Belle-of-Louisville-pilot-house.pdf


 

Supporting Question 3: How is The Belle different from other vessels traveling the Ohio river? 

Source D: National Historic Landmark Inquiry 

 

 
 

https://belleoflouisville.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/National-Historic-Landmark-Inquiry.pdf


 

Supporting Question 4: How does The Belle represent Louisville today? 

Source A: Copy of the Bill of Sale for the Str. Avalon to Jefferson County Fiscal Court May, 1962. 

Annotation: Belle of Louisville Bill of Sale. Great Steamboat Race ticket from 1964. This was the first race The Belle won. She has participated in 56 races as part 
of the KY Derby Festival. Mural depicting the Belle of Louisville downtown. Community engagement through TikTok and media. 
 

 



 

Supporting Question 4: How does The Belle represent Louisville today? 

Source B: Kentucky Derby Festival 2021 

Annotation: Commemorative ticket given to passengers aboard the Str. Belle of Louisville during the 1964 Great 
Steamboat Race. The signatures are from Crew and passengers onboard 
 

 
 

.  
 
 

 

https://discover.kdf.org/great-steamboat-race/


 

Supporting Question 4: How does The Belle represent Louisville today? 

Source C: The Art Cartel, Mural corner of 3rd and Jefferson, Downtown Louisville KY 

 

 
 
 
 
 

https://belleoflouisville.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Mural-corner-of-3rd-street-and-Jefferson.pdf


 

Supporting Question 4: How does The Belle represent Louisville today? 

Source D: Meet the Calliope player. 

 
Media 1: Erin Kelly Kentucky, Belle of Louisville musician's tunes gain steam on TikTok, Spectrum News 1, July 30, 2021  

 
 

Media 2: The calliope warming up - TikTok The calliope 
warming up has 953,700 views; 189,200 likes; 965 
comments; and 682 shares. The total play time on that 
video is over 6,126 hours. 

 

Media 3: The Entertainer - TikTok “The Entertainer” has 
454,200 views; 82,200 likes; 1,507 comments; and 1,318 
shares. The total play time on that video is over 2,466 
hours.  

 

 

https://spectrumnews1.com/ky/bowling-green/news/2021/07/30/belle-of-louisville-calliopist-s-music-gains-steam-on-tiktok
https://vm.tiktok.com/ZMRKL8R4d/
https://vm.tiktok.com/ZMRKLgnWa/


 


