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Love and Madness, 5th edition, 1786:   
 
Letter LI  :  Pages 161-164 : Mary’s Letter to Croft :  
 
Letter LI, refers to one of a sequence of imaginary letters between James Hackman, a 
soldier who became a clergyman, & Martha Ray, who was the mistress of the earl of 
Sandwich. She was shot by Hackman (her lover) as she was leaving Covent Garden in 1779.  
Letter LI  is a long letter, which stretches from p.140 to p.272 in  Love and Madness. I have 
broken the letter down into sets of pages containing key items. At the bottom of each set of 
pages is a link to take you to the next set of pages in sequence, or you can click the link 
below and return to the Croft contents page. 
 
Back to Herbert Croft Contents Page. 
 

 

[.QE!.]  The letter starts: “Concious, of my own inabilitys to write to a man of letters…” 
Meyerstein states “I don't know if Croft altered Mrs. Newton's spelling, but in no autograph 
letter of her's that I have seen is it so illiterate as in this piece justicative of September 22, 
1778. The others were supervised, perhaps.” 

 

Page 161 :  
Mary Newton’s letter starts:  “Concious, of my own inabilitys to write to a man of letters.” 
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End: or go to the next set of pages : pp.165-169 : View 
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