TOOLKIT OVERVIEW:
Declaration of Independence

Level: Classroom
Grades: High School (9-12)
School Quarter: 1
Related School Level Activities:
The American Revolution: 250 Years since the Declaration of Independence
Activity: Researching Global Perspectives: The Declaration in a World of Empires

Theme Alignment: Histories of Independence

Toolkit Overview (In this toolkit):

e Background
e How to implement this activity
e Resources: Official versions of each of the founding documents

Background:

In 1776, both the 13 Colonies and New Mexico were part of European empires: The
colonies belonged to Great Britain, while New Mexico was claimed by the Spanish
Empire. While the technologies that connected people across the world were ships and
parchment instead of airplanes and the Internet, distant places still strongly influenced
each other. As colonists on the Eastern Seaboard experienced rising tensions with
Great Britain and prepared to declare independence, the Spanish Empire was
consolidating, and in 1776 began implementing plans to put New Mexico in more direct
control of the Spanish Crown. Eventually, Spain became directly involved in the war,
which had impacts in Europe as well as Spain’s holdings in the Americas.

This toolkit includes reviewing the American Revolution with particular attention to the
founding documents: the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and the Bill of
Rights. It also reviews the French and Indian War and how it contributed to the
American Revolution. After learning about The Spanish Empire and New Mexico in the
1700s, students will consider how concepts like justice, taxation, and liberty were
addressed in both the thirteen colonies and New Mexico. Finally, students will conduct
original research and write an essay on a suggested topic. These topics are intended to
encourage students to connect the American Revolution with the wider global context
and to consider other perspectives on liberty and sovereignty than those traditionally
discussed while studying the American Revolution.

How To:
Link to Implementation / How to

e Review vocabulary
e Mini-lesson: Review the American Revolution and French and Indian War


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NWrA9wD0Z15Zsnnl6bbKSCfp8xEScWu9lrWPn3UWKK0/edit?tab=t.0

Read the Declaration of Independence, Constitution, and the Bill of Rights
Lesson: The Spanish Empire and New Mexico in the 1700s
Reading Assignments:
o Choose one of the following to research
m NM criminal trials in the 1700s.
m Spanish Patriotic Contribution
o In class, ask students to discuss these two aspects of life in New Mexico
in the Spanish Empire
m How did they reflect ideas about justice and taxation?
m How did these practices support or undermine New Mexico’s
independence?
Essay Assignment: Suggested topics

Resources:

Haudenosaunee Guide for Educators

The Declaration of Independence
The Constitution

Bill of Rights

Common Sense by Thomas Paine

American Battlefield Trust Declaration of Independence Lesson Plan
The Spanish Archives of New Mexico 1779

A Forgotten Kingdom: The Spanish Frontier in Colorado and New Mexico,
1540-1821

Pleading for ice: Mum B Eliz h Freeman) and M h ' Fir
Freedom Suit

Declaration of Independence Vocabulary Virtual Flashcards

Harvard’s Declaration of Independence Wordsearch No key provided. Includes
explanations of words that were or were not included in the Declaration.

Bonus Vocabulary challenge: NYT Declaration of Independence Crossword and
Answer Sheet

(Challenging! Teachers may wish to offer a word bank. Consider teamwork of 2-3
students)

Books:

Declaration: The Nine Tumultuous Weeks When America Became Independent,
May 1-July 4, 1776

Rise to Rebellion: A Novel of the American Revolution (The American
Revolutionary War)

Redcoats and Rebels: The American Revolution Through British Eyes

More Books for advanced high schoolers

Thirteen Clocks: How Race United the Colonies and Made the Declaration of

Independence
A Peacemaker for Warring Nations: The Founding of the Iroquois League



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AV_5pmy2DfuVOxih6KYg0yxT9bWzRZrK2HkgOEHNO7o/edit?tab=t.0
https://americanindian.si.edu/sites/1/files/pdf/education/haudenosauneeguide.pdf
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript
https://constitution.congress.gov/constitution/
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/bill-of-rights-transcript
https://www.ushistory.org/paine/commonsense/
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/educators/curriculum/declaration-independence-lesson-plan
https://archive.org/details/spanisharchiveso02twituoft/page/264/mode/2up
https://www.nps.gov/parkhistory/online_books/blm/ut/29/chap10.htm#13
https://www.nps.gov/parkhistory/online_books/blm/ut/29/chap10.htm#13
https://ncheteach.org/resource/pleading-for-justice-mum-bett-elizabeth-freeman-and-massachusetts-first-freedom-suit/#:~:text=Life%20After%20Freedom%3A%20After%20winning,children%20and%20run%20the%20household.
https://ncheteach.org/resource/pleading-for-justice-mum-bett-elizabeth-freeman-and-massachusetts-first-freedom-suit/#:~:text=Life%20After%20Freedom%3A%20After%20winning,children%20and%20run%20the%20household.
https://www.vocabulary.com/lists/174827
https://declaration.fas.harvard.edu/sites/g/files/omnuum10521/files/declaration/files/declaration_of_independence_word_search.pdf
https://static01.nyt.com/images/blogs/learning/crosswords/20140722.pdf
https://static01.nyt.com/images/blogs/learning/crosswords/20140722_a.pdf
https://www.thriftbooks.com/w/declaration-the-nine-tumultuous-weeks-when-america-became-independent-may-1-july-4-1776_william-hogeland/627752/item/7071970/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=high_vol_midlist_standard_shopping_customer_acquisition_20381777654&utm_adgroup=&utm_term=&utm_content=666157863328&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=20381777654&gbraid=0AAAAADwY45gpWhmMr9L3ZsS9UvmFZPZ0F&gclid=Cj0KCQjw5onGBhDeARIsAFK6QJY6lmhq21K7rJDYhvTxWk2-wVnoRaNBjRPIX0SY5LjYTR8QS9X8ZWIaAoXEEALw_wcB#idiq=7071970&edition=7125209
https://www.thriftbooks.com/w/declaration-the-nine-tumultuous-weeks-when-america-became-independent-may-1-july-4-1776_william-hogeland/627752/item/7071970/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=high_vol_midlist_standard_shopping_customer_acquisition_20381777654&utm_adgroup=&utm_term=&utm_content=666157863328&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=20381777654&gbraid=0AAAAADwY45gpWhmMr9L3ZsS9UvmFZPZ0F&gclid=Cj0KCQjw5onGBhDeARIsAFK6QJY6lmhq21K7rJDYhvTxWk2-wVnoRaNBjRPIX0SY5LjYTR8QS9X8ZWIaAoXEEALw_wcB#idiq=7071970&edition=7125209
https://www.amazon.com/Rise-Rebellion-American-Revolutionary-War/dp/0345452062
https://www.amazon.com/Rise-Rebellion-American-Revolutionary-War/dp/0345452062
https://www.thriftbooks.com/w/redcoats-and-rebels-the-american-revolution-through-british-eyes_christopher-hibbert/403789/#edition=2377149&idiq=3700071
https://shepherd.com/best-books/the-declaration-of-independence-and-the-signers
https://www.amazon.com/Thirteen-Clocks-Declaration-Independence-University/dp/1469662574
https://www.amazon.com/Thirteen-Clocks-Declaration-Independence-University/dp/1469662574
https://www.wisdomtalespress.com/books/a-peacemaker-for-warring-nations-the-founding-of-the-iroquois-league/

