Baghdad: Madinat al-Salam, the City of Peace

Pre-write: Read and think about all of the questions below. Choose the one or two that

are interesting to you and answer them in the space below. Try to use all of the space
provided.

What do you think makes a great location for a city? What about for a capital city? What
should leaders think about when choosing the location for a new capital? What is a

good layout (plan) for a city? Think about the city you live in and cities you have visited.
What works? What doesn’t work?




In 762 CE, the Abbasid caliph al-Mansur chose Baghdad as the location for his new
capital. It was known as “Madinat al-Salam,” which means “the City of Peace” in Arabic.
Study the map below and answer questions 1-3.

The Silk Roads

The Silk Roads are part of a vast region comprised
of a network of maritime and land routes.

They pass through South Asia and Southeast

Asia, crossing the Central Asian subcontinent,

the Russian steppes, the Iranian and Anatolian
plateaus, and the Arabian Peninsula. They stretch
across North Africa and North East Africa,

from Tanzania to Morocco. Moreover, they extend
through Eastern and Southern Europe, before
linking France and Spain.

1. List 1-2 cities or other geographical locations on this map that you have studied
in the past and write down one fact you remember about each location.

2. Study the legend on the map, what do red lines mean? What do the blue lines

mean?

3. Based on what you have learned this year, what are some possible advantages
of the location of Baghdad? Can you think of any disadvantages?



Study the map below and answer questions 4—7.
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4. What river goes across the city of Baghdad? What do you know about this river?
5. In what shape is the city designed? What else do you notice about the city of
Baghdad in this map?

6. What questions do you have after studying this map?



