
 
Productivity Strategies 

Graduate Writing Challenges Strategies 
Competing Demands, leading to 
writing being neglected in favor of 
other work 

Prioritizing Writing  
Writing “every” day 
Making appointments with your writing 
Writing at your best time of day 
Using shorter blocks of time 

Deferred Gratification, leading to 
mismanaged writing deadlines 

Setting Goals 
Setting detailed and informed quantitative goals 
Augmenting these goals with qualitative goals along the way 

Isolation, leading to feeling 
unsupported as a writer by your 
broader community 

Building Writing Community 
Accepting that writing can be done with others, in community 
Experimenting to find the writing community that will work for you 

Self- Doubt, leading to writing being 
viewed with dread 

Developing Writing Awareness 
Learning about common emotional states associated with writing 

Missing Expertise, leading to a lack 
of confidence in writing ability 

Accessing Writing Support 
Finding resources to support your growing expertise in writing 

 
 


