DOK Level

Overarchin
g Drive

Intended
Outcome

Steps of
Complexity

1

Recall: Recall of a fact,

information, or procedure

Knowledge to Name

Name to Purpose

Name what was learned

1a. Define the name

1b. Show how the name
(concept) is used within
context (its purpose).

Sarah Denny — Hillsboro School District

2

Skills/Concepts: Use
information or conceptual
knowledge

Purpose to Concept

Select information (from a
learned concept-purpose) and
use it to identify a new
concept

1. Decides on needed
information and selects
it...

2. In order to identify and
verify the new concept.

3

Strategic Thinking:
Reasoning, developing a
plan; more than one
possible answer

Concept to Reasoning

Use a previously learned
concept/idea to solve a new
problem strategically

1. Develops a strategy to
find evidence contributing
to a conclusion.

2. Shows how the strategy
was used to solve the
problem.

3. Justifies and explains why
they chose to solve it this
way.

4

Extended Thinking:
Investigation, time to think
and process multiple
conditions of a problem

Reasoning to Extended
Thinking

Use a previous conclusion and
compare it to other sources to
develop one conclusion that is
applicable across other
contexts or domains.

1. Compares previous
results/conclusions to
other sources.

2. Develops a new or
confirms a generalized
statement or conclusions

3. Show how the conclusion
can be used in other ways.

4. Solves a new problem in a
new way or has a new
perspective.



