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Introduction

Colossians 1:15-20 is one of the most disputed christological passages, due to its exalted
perspective of Jesus. Two of the major interpretive issues that arise from it deal with Jesus’ role
in the act of creating all things and what sort of creation is being spoken of throughout the hymn.
Another issue that I have been promoting for a few years now is whether Paul is employing
wisdom christology in this hymn, and if so, how does it affect the meaning of the passage.

In this week’s episode, we will attempt to interpret the Colossian hymn (which is what scholars
of the Letter to the Colossians call verses 15-20 in chapter 1). My approach will have 4 steps,
and these steps are deliberate in order to persuade my listeners and viewers of some of the key
pieces of context that often get completely left out of readings of the Colossian hymn. In this
episode, I will be interacting with some of the arguments that are often made, arguments that |
don’t find persuasive. So, this is not a debunking session. Rather, I want it to be a charitable
engagement with positions, in hopes of arriving at the truth.
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How can we make sense of the confusing Colossian hymn and its exalted references to Jesus?

I

I1.

Does Paul Have a Wisdom Christology?

A.

B.

but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God
and the wisdom of God. (1 Cor 1:24)
But by his doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God,
and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption (1 Cor 1:30)
But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the
ages for our glory. None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had,
they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. (1 Cor 2:7-8)
1. Fem relative pronoun, relating back to wisdom
1 Cor 10:4 - the rock that followed them was Christ (1 Cor 10:4)
1. Several Jewish writers contemporary to Paul say that the rock in the
wilderness was God’s wisdom (Sirach, Philo, Wisdom of Solomon) - See
Ep 276.
2. Furthermore, Paul tells his readers in the context that he is using typology
and that he is speaking typologically
a) Wisdom is the prototype, and Jesus is the antitype.
“Indeed, few issues in recent NT theology have commanded such unanimity of
agreement as the source of the language and imagery used in these two passages.
By common consent, it was drawn from earlier Jewish reflection on divine
Wisdom . . . What we have in these passages, in other words, are classic
expressions of Wisdom christology.”
1. James D. G. Dunn, The Theology of Paul the Apostle, 269.
Prior to the writing of Colossians, we have evidence of Pauline wisdom
christology in 1 Cor, 2 Cor, Gal, and Romans. These are not insignificant letters,
like one might think of something small like Philemon. These are arguably the
most, or at least among the most influential letters of Paul.

Wisdom Christology in Colossians

A.
B.

Noun sophia 6x in Colossians
Lets read some of them
1. For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to
pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His
will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you will walk in a
manner worthy of the Lord (Col 1:9-10)
2. We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with
all wisdom, so that we may present every man complete in Christ. (Col
1:28)
3. Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom (Col 2:3)



4. Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching
and admonishing one another (Col 3:16)

5. Praying at the same time for us as well, that God will open up to us a door
for the word, so that we may speak forth the mystery of Christ, for which I
have also been imprisoned; that I may make it clear in the way I ought to
speak. Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, making the
most of the opportunity. (Col 4:3-5)
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III.  Jewish Portrayals of Personified Wisdom
A. Nine things we need to know about God’s personified wisdom from pre-Christian
Judaism

1. Wisdom was the image of God (eikon) - Wis 7:26, Philo, Leg Al. 1.43

2. Wisdom was illustrated as the firstborn of all creation - Prov 8:22-23;
Philo, Gen 4:97 (“Wisdom is the firstborn mother of all things”)

3. Yahweh is the sole creator, but he made all things through his wisdom - Ps
104:24 “In wisdom You created all things; the earth is full of your
possessions” (en sophia) - Prov 3:19; Jer 10:12; 51:15

4. Thrones, scepters, and rulers were summoned to honor personified
wisdom so that they may reign forever (Wis 6:21)

5. Wisdom was before all things in time., which naturally made her
preeminent over all things (Prov 8:22) “Yahweh possessed me, wisdom, at
the beginning of his way, before his works of old”

6. Wisdom holds all things together (Wis 1:6-7)
7. Wisdom is the ruler/head (arche) - Philo, Leg. Al 1:43.

Wisdom dwells among the righteous people of God (Wis 1:4 speaks of
wisdom not dwelling in the body of a sinful person, implying that wisdom

does dwell in the body of righteous persons.
a) Prov 31:10-31 - excellent wife
b) Sirach 50 - Simon the High Priest
c) 1Q20 - Genesis Apocryphon - Sarah, Abraham’s wife
d) Philo - Sarah, Rebekah, Leah, Zipporah
e) NT - Jesus
9. Wisdom brings peace - Prov 3:17 says that all of wisdom’s paths are
peace.
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IV. A Well-Informed Reading of the Colossian Hymn



A. He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For in him all
things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been
created through him and for him.

B. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. He is also head of the
body, the church. (1:17-18a)

C. He is the ruler, the firstborn from the dead, so that he himself will come to have
first place in all things. For it was the Father's good pleasure for all the fullness to
dwell in him, and through him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made
peace through the blood of His cross; through him, I say, whether things on earth
or things in heaven. (1:18b-20)

1.
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Wisdom was the image of God (eikon)

2. Wisdom was illustrated as the firstborn of all creation
3.
4. Thrones, scepters, and rulers were summoned to honor personified

Yahweh is the sole creator, but he made all things through his wisdom

wisdom so that they may reign forever

Wisdom was before all things in time, which naturally made her

preeminent over all things

Wisdom holds all things together

Wisdom is the ruler/head (arche)

Wisdom dwells among the righteous people of God

Wisdom brings peace

a) If we add these 9 wisdom sayings to the 6 other references to

wisdom/sophia in Colossians, then we have 15 connections, which
is quite a lot of evidence for Colossian wisdom christology that
seems to be completely absent from several reconstructions of the
meaning of the hymn in Col 1:15-20.



Creation Strophe Redemption Strophe
He is the image of the invisible God, He is the ruler, the firstborn from the dead,
the firstborn of all creation. For in him s© that he himself will come to have first

all things were created, both in the place in all things. For it was the Father's
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Transition from Creation to Redempftion
He is before all things, and in him all things
hold together. He is also head of the body,
the church. (1:17-18q)




Creation Strophe

0G 0TIV eikwv To0 Be0l TO0 doparov,
TTPWTOTOKOC TIAONC KTIOEWC,

OTI &v QUTM EKTICON Ta TTAVTC

£V TOIC oUpavoig Kai i TAG YAG,
T0 OPATA Kai TA adpaTq,

€iTe BpOVOI EITE KLPIOTNTEC

€iTe apxai eite £é€ovaial-

T8 TTAVTA &1I° AQUTOT Kai €ig auTdv
EKTIOTQI -

(1:15-16)

Redemption Strophe

0c éoTIv dpxn,

TTPWTOTOKOG €K TWV VEKPQV,

iva yévnral &v maoiv altog TTRWTElwY,

0TI £v AUTW e066KNOCEV TIAV TO TTANP WA
KaToIKAoaIKai

81" auTol ammokataAAa&al Ta TTavTa €ig auToy,
gipnvorroinoag §1a 100 aiuatog 1ol oTavEod
autod,

€iTe T ETTI TAC YAC

EiTe T& £V TOIC OUPAVOIC. (1:18b-20)

Transition from Creation to Redemption
Kai a0TOG £OTIV TTPO TTAVTWV

KQi TA TTAVTA €V AUTQ) CLVECTNKEY,

Kai aUTéG €0TIV N KEPAAR TOU CWUATOG TAG

EKKANCIAG -
(1:17-18a)

Creation Strophe

Oc €oTIv gikwv ToU B0l TO0 doparov,
TTPWTOTOKOC TTAONC KTIOEWC,

o1l &v aUT® EKTICON Ta TTAVTC

£V TOIC oUpavoIC Kai & TARG YAC,
T0 OPATA Kai TG AdpaTa,

£iTe BpodVvoI EITE KLPIGTNTES

€iTe apyai €ite E€ovoial-

T8 TTGVTa &1I° AuTOoT Kai Eig auTov
EKTIOTAl -

(1:15-16)

Redemption Strophe

0g £0TIvV dpxn,

TTPWTOTOKOC €K TWV VEKPMYV,

iva yévnral év maoiv altog TTpwTelwyY,

0TI £V QUTR EUSOKNOEY TIAV TO TTANP WA
KATOIKACAIKAI

81" altol ammokataAAa&al Ta TavTa €ic auToy,
gipnvorroinoag &1a 100 aiuatog Tol oTavPod
autod,

€iTe 1O €I TAG YAG

EITE T £V TOIG OUPAVOIG. (1:18b-20)

Transition from Creation to Redemption
Kai QUTOC £CTIV TTEO TTAVTWYV

KAl T TTAVTA £V AUTW CLVECTNKEY,

Kai aUTOC £0TIV N KEPAAN TOU CWUATOG TAG

EKKANCIag -
(1:17-18q)




Creation Strophe

0G 0TIV gikwv TOo0 Be0l TO0 doparov,
TTPWTOTOKOC TIAONC KTIOEWC,

OTI &v AUTM EKTICON Ta TTAVTC

£V TOIC oUpavoig Kai i TAG YAG,
T0 OPATA Kai TA adpaTq,

€iTe BpOVOI EITE KLPIOTNTEC

€iTe apxai eite £é€ovaial-

T8 TTAVTA &1I° AQUTOT Kai €ig auTdv
EKTIOTQI -

(1:15-16)

Redemption Strophe

0c ¢oTIvV dpxn,

TTPWTOTOKOG €K TWV VEKPQV,

iva yévnral &v maolv altog TTRWTEUwY,

0TI £v AUTW e066KNOCEV TIAV TO TTANP WA
KaToIKAoaIKai

81" auTol ammokataAAa&al Ta TTavTa €ig auToy,
gipnvorroinoag §1a 100 aiuatog 1ol oTavEod
autod,

€iTe T ETTI TAC YAC

EiTe T& £V TOIC OUPAVOIC. (1:18b-20)

Transition from Creation to Redemption
Kai a0TOG £OTIV TTPO TTAVTWV

KQi TA TTAVTA €V AUTQ) CLVECTNKEY,

Kai aUTéG €0TIV N KEPAAR TOU CWUATOG TAG

EKKANCIAG -
(1:17-18a)

Creation Strophe

Oc €oTIv gikwv ToU B0l TO0 doparov,
TTPWTOTOKOC TIAONC KTIOEWC,

o1l &v aUT® EKTICON Ta TTAVTC

£V TOIC oUpavoIC Kai & TARG YAC,
T0 OPATA Kai TG AdpaTa,

£iTe BpodVvoI EITE KLPIGTNTES

€iTe apyai €ite E€ovoial-

10 TTGVTa &1I° AuTOo Kai g auTov
EKTIOTAl -

(1:15-16)

Redemption Strophe

0g £0TIvV dpxn,

TTPWTOTOKOC €K TWV VEKOMV,

iva yévnral év maoiv altog TTpwTelwyY,

0TI £V QUTR EUSOKNOEY TIAV TO TTANP WA
KATOIKACAIKAI

81" autol ammokataAAa&al Ta ravTa Eic auTov,
gipnvorroinoag &1a 100 aiuatog Tol oTavPod
autod,

€iTe 1O €I TAG YAG

EITE T £V TOIG OUPAVOIG. (1:18b-20)

Transition from Creation to Redemption
Kai QUTOC £CTIV TTEO TTAVTWYV

KAl T TTAVTA £V AUTW CLVECTNKEY,

Kai aUTOC £0TIV N KEPAAN TOU CWUATOG TAG

EKKANCIag -
(1:17-18q)




Creation Strophe

0G 0TIV gikwv TOo0 Be0l TO0 doparov,

TTPWTOTOKOC TIAONC KTIOEWC,

OTI &v QUTM EKTICON Ta TTAVTC

£v TOIC oUpavoIg Kai £ TAG YAG,
T0 OPATA Kai TA adpaTa,

€iTe BpOVOI EITE KLPIOTNTEC

€iTe apxai eite £é€ovaial-

T8 TTAVTA &1I° AQUTOT Kai €ig auTdv
EKTIOTQI -

(1:15-16)

Redemption Strophe

0c ¢oTIvV dpxn,

TTPWTOTOKOG €K TWV VEKPQV,

iva yévnral &v maoiv altog TTRWTElwY,

0TI £v AUTW e066KNOCEV TIAV TO TTANP WA
KaToIKAoaIKai

81" auTol ammokataAAa&al Ta TTavTa €ig auToy,
gipnvorroinoag §1a 100 aiuatog 1ol oTavEod
autod,

€iTe T ETTI TAC YAC

EITE T& £V TOIC OUPAVOIC. (1:18b-20)

Transition from Creation to Redemption
Kai a0TOG £OTIV TTPO TTAVTWV

KQi TA TTAVTA €V AUTQ) CLVECTNKEY,

Kai aUTéG €0TIV N KEPAAR TOU CWUATOG TAG
EKKANCIAG -
(1:17-18a)

Thanks for listening to this week’s episode!

Join us next week as we explore whether Jesus demonstrated faith in God, and if so, what

implications does it have for understanding Jesus and God.

Please look forward to our next episode.

If you enjoyed the podcast, please consider supporting us as we promote sound truths

about God's oneness and unity and Jesus' humanity!

Consider subscribing for free on YouTube or iTunes, giving us an honest review on iTunes, and

sharing the episodes with your friends.

For those who want to offer a donation: https://www.paypal.me/1Omintruthtalks.

Host: Dustin Smith
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