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Greetings Class of 2026!

For many of you, the scholarship application process will be an equally important
part of your college application process. Please know that the resources and
scholarships posted below are in no way an exhaustive list. If your plan for paying
for college includes scholarships, you will need to spend a considerable amount of
time doing your own research. The College Counselors hope the search engines
below provide you with a launchpad for your scholarship search.

Here are some excellent tips for scholarship searches and applications from the
College Essay Guy:

#1: Recycle Essays and Letters of Recommendation

Scholarship applications often require one or both of these. But this doesn’t mean you
need to start from scratch every time. In fact, you shouldn’t! It’s very little trouble for a



teacher to tweak and send a letter after they've already written one for your college
applications.

Likewise, if you've already written some great short responses on leadership, service,
or your major—and I know you have because youre on the College Essay Guy
newsletter—then you can most certainly rework and reuse these for scholarships.

#2: Always Weigh the Work-Reward Ratio When Applying for Private Scholarships
Generally, the harder the application is and the lower the award amount, the less

competitive a scholarship will be and, therefore, the more likely you are to win it! But
don't forget to factor in the time trade-off, too.

$ awarded

Difficulty to apply

#3 Keep a Centralized Scholarship Tracker/Spreadsheet

We share one of my favorite trackers in our Paying for College In 4 Steps guide in the
course, but whether you enlist the help of others or make this a solo journey, having a
single place where all your scholarship information lives is incredibly helpful in
keeping you organized and motivated.

Three reasons:

You can collaborate with others. If you are getting help from a family member or
friend, you don't have to meet reqularly to exchange information. Your helper can add
information according to their schedule and you can apply according to yours.



Track progress. It helps you keep track of great fit scholarships that either haven’t
opened their applications yet or that you'll be eligible to apply for in the future.

Stay organized. It helps you keep track of deadlines and different pieces of the
applications as you apply. There is no such thing as being able to apply late when it
comes to scholarship applications and one missing item can result in your
disqualification.

In addition to scholarships, we strongly encourage families to complete the FAFSA
and CSS Profile (if requested). The FAFSA website has some wonderful resources for
completing the FAFSA and a link to those resources can be found here. Note that for
the class of 2026, the FAFSA is due by April 15, 2026.

Scholarship Search Engines

https: //www.careeronestop.org /toolkit /training /find-scholarships.aspx
https: //bigfuture.collegeboard.org /scholarship-search

https: //www.cicf.org /scholarships

https: /www.raise.me/

https: /www. tmcf org / students alumm/scholarsths/

holarshlps /

https: //studentscholarships.org/scholarships.ph
https: //indianalatinoinstitute.or rograms/education /resources

Before we are able to help you with your search, we need to know the following
information:

e Where have you already looked for scholarships?

e What scholarships have you already applied for?

e Where are you applying to/where have you been admitted?

Don’t underestimate how helpful it can be to participate in the entire financial aid
process. This includes applying for admission and scholarships by the priority deadlines
and filing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). Helpful links:

FAFSA

INvestEd

Indiana Latino Institute

Creating your FSA ID


https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
http://url9795.plusportals.com/ls/click?upn=kTqrjt6hqVvjZN1DWNp3ZDJ56Bgh0QMdKUOppMDyuda6s02fey3Ez2PXJh5ox6s6b5OPGwO5gvFj0TN-2FtXGN64RzDYne6wJ8zjTMOLPEO2AO1Sk2tNMa6hb1dYPlC0vvZ9-2FllBFcdekPglY9zowWyRDIDbVaNHMGEZYEEmdeDiGnsXrDDTJxVtD3S-2FxFwQaYIL3MxrZBQnYu6kBZjdXeLsYlXoAxLbZTkHWBaTiTBiFLXNQaCXEvbubE-2FVuXk8WCGdQpKquvH1r2kxG5kng08Wz1-2FzGzfxrhxsGEbjRwE7JiKPqJBVGO-2FK-2F1AeVFihYnS-2FEyvURIXkM0rWu0zRJcaSy8KRpVHk1NKf-2BajtYnFlkZv-2FjzGQtili4GJ9Mj0OmvKBBF2ALQRc9CjO2Y8E-2Fin6-2FgigG6YLCVgDSUKfMDWrSIG7D0qDOz4baMbJRwAJDjNfi6s5eNo-2Bc2bnEjDhfl0ofKu0ZbiGrOawsRpvcdcQd3Dk-2BztFCvuhfSMDIeGxSsKMHlAl1RCnghlO81JmLrYPNBAcVIh99MvpYBZTLxlkpOLLGfV0rwAQ293KDmGkBdByt0bSjroHePaFiDE04jQzunQUtYjBFaszJ0kd2LCEpkMLdggTdqtM7sfbn5U4-2Fn-2BHrQjD69jJWabLIcf-2BPQ0NT6lYGYCR3gM3sNa2-2BR-2FUNu66yKGhbGUaH3VqtzqGx6jVgz0wVmiAMZuCsJUGenFTfYKlaDnMi7ABGGlp2-2FDds9-2FEdTmVO2DVGI7sEP9yiuyiYlNAGRjHEm0eWkP5mCgvggBjk4OtNZrDegWqmt5HmnkASUt3-2FSBDIu9BV1noyzk-2FYDdYXA8x5TqOqHbDFTaw-3D-3DxxNf_vWGREnJocQVX8mw3RvVUIVATCPSxwgTTIp3NuVr43gQLbwSZYEKrWMYBYYYuGAFwZ8vlOfGeVa-2B3uKi8b0zjTo4GGB3SGT7U1VUA11-2FhFTjzQGKxHza6whPoLxsxiF3Ok4GdYZKZk7i3wHGrZH0XLc0edX6CJSydqSOY45nI1adPy3gwWdrtOhX4JJX9m-2F5GRmvtxRC3696o7x39oFhLlqCGFy8T5YsWlXMIO4x5u2s70-2BlV4cSlVtHVt3205JYZ5G1ktlflXw3JM0shscrN9Q-3D-3D
http://url9795.plusportals.com/ls/click?upn=kTqrjt6hqVvjZN1DWNp3ZDJ56Bgh0QMdKUOppMDyuda6s02fey3Ez2PXJh5ox6s6b5OPGwO5gvFj0TN-2FtXGN64RzDYne6wJ8zjTMOLPEO2AO1Sk2tNMa6hb1dYPlC0vvKIOm-2B58-2BAj2XQAN2FaficngFFBqla2YZ1umr98-2FocajcVvgnpAHhvs8uqw1aWg2LwoD4SoNemuV-2BpPqMS0Xa-2BrXV7AYNvjZ2kyQ-2BeF9OiUoATwzJcWA5S1R9qeJpwzzc3oLH8kk-2FPq6jqsHPBy7-2BcwFr8-2BzEECdGlN5vUWluec-2BcNtmEnMH86n4Y16z8TXSW7-2Byq4p5nlnIUD4MEo7rlc3K66NemDIcsBdansppBQGXj-2FoJBsYmVVII-2BoFJH99DjYneJfSQjrnCcwscz-2BGjtSfDjBAAx5nuEINBXuBwCUDJO-2BM5ICpD1g9HJJEOE2vxEJ9Bl-2Fi3AmeGRix2cKII-2FdpwsxuIrAL5SmQEPhT0WKAijxWgUp57o7s62ZkQwwIb-2FnnSwo4IAMsiUE20ZnJz3iQrfibGERCSRSufPJ3tmA1ClBQdn-2BhgOZxewi1PYyByNPGYbet1M2KiKEZhS-2BfMYXZYZu3XyiByub2L0RE-2F752a5F-2BbOXxapTUSP6OBVgZqvUTtBBT0UVTHFrN1O61u0o8OakOSPzdG3y2Qm1Ze3YtubPG7Z6bkMva9CIxRKCaMHn-2BzXZgnThSPheG0cRVduE0wwbaePF0t-2FbgwnukO9vN9xospu5Ll9Yi8jk5xSTwE6hDXMqzzxwl-2B3FMz-2FDmKCxs88T-2BKXkoX1t7aiY-2FzPc3Chh3nsVXlEqR8zBp1tIm4WXaVE_vWGREnJocQVX8mw3RvVUIVATCPSxwgTTIp3NuVr43gQLbwSZYEKrWMYBYYYuGAFwZ8vlOfGeVa-2B3uKi8b0zjTo4GGB3SGT7U1VUA11-2FhFTjzQGKxHza6whPoLxsxiF3Ohym9IF7U2MZhd4qWvu1jStid1OgWkOM97coy7H5gthdVVJZ-2B9Tk8VsRyy0wtBBqXIBlUxjiSJC9Oo2li-2Bd3CQt-2BWuVxXH90sFZkenQpLayhzj-2FtncazETR4vtvTaSZ8gD-2FiYd9FnYi-2Br7d9X86dSiQ-3D-3D
https://www.cicf.org/scholarships/
http://url9795.plusportals.com/ls/click?upn=kTqrjt6hqVvjZN1DWNp3ZDJ56Bgh0QMdKUOppMDyuda6s02fey3Ez2PXJh5ox6s6b5OPGwO5gvFj0TN-2FtXGN64RzDYne6wJ8zjTMOLPEO2AO1Sk2tNMa6hb1dYPlC0vvZ9-2FllBFcdekPglY9zowWyXiBPjiApUGQULtCrJeEPv4hW0PTzrMxli7xz9AKfF7jyvv9ABzvWNTsvJZEObdzQH0aho-2FaQ5-2Fsy-2BN-2FHT6GZFsVNv804vOAquJkAYHOkSHm7EFVE2q3yi8go5lG-2BWjDfNa3xSsVPly2C3Z-2FHgqBPiTIQMRAVqGMjY0oNImDig-2B1g1iIcxU9y9QbR8-2BHfXPeyvVWIXbkgY97-2Fos44ORZpt5gSHLASt-2BeWIaMgwdP42IOJgyWe7BVjDWxiJlZnAtw5ymAVNQOodkqCBdkf7-2F-2B9z2qNKKR7CyMj5ghQNG4AkA-2FNxBJ4B9iAoiu-2FjstxW9gpD-2FSiJAF9ngQBuJ-2FsTR5FG7IYXJ6JTtR4ngFxhhlmq9uIbk2lHMFDcJmHka-2BgHU-2F45Pjy-2BPndlSjhOdBDN-2Fe-2Ft-2BWDXxV1RK-2BJersaiB7by2dCoUrYS6-2FcvW6MjS-2B4EfOz3XO6bEB8-2BfjtUVKba9xLbWB6JIIqPB1u5eLPYnb-2F6Qur-2BVA-2FvcGqThJFqz8227-2FS5XZDxl8mdrofoYTgnvomby-2BH0SbDornKVqYyIJei4lnp4BpHIyU-2FOdqFoCtxD38Gbe4Df553bEHjW3FrrbR3bfW2RHiXXBBdKBTA70pWdZ9xxeG_vWGREnJocQVX8mw3RvVUIVATCPSxwgTTIp3NuVr43gQLbwSZYEKrWMYBYYYuGAFwZ8vlOfGeVa-2B3uKi8b0zjTo4GGB3SGT7U1VUA11-2FhFTjzQGKxHza6whPoLxsxiF3OLnMeXF54qHEOi7CODhGcuM64rgkNtFa4DpPYhcSrEz0e7KcMU1CMPGGXzncyovHdnMynwkdPybbKzTPapfrpHteRlPQ9u9drTFibEntX-2FqR5yXAob7w9hMY3ihg029LPE58Z-2Fc3r4DImxFiIVoFAxg-3D-3D
https://www.tmcf.org/students-alumni/scholarships/
https://www.investedindiana.org/literacy/preparing-for-college/finding-scholarships/
https://www.investedindiana.org/literacy/preparing-for-college/finding-scholarships/
https://studentscholarships.org/scholarships.php
https://indianalatinoinstitute.org/programs/education/resources/
https://studentaid.gov/
https://www.investedindiana.org/
https://indianalatinoinstitute.org/programs/education/resources/
https://media.investedindiana.org/2022/media/20240718143952/Create-FSA-ID.pdf

e FAFSA Essentials Form
e FAFSA FAQs: https://financialaid.sfsu.edu/fafsa-simplification-fags

e Contributors to the FAFSA: https://voutu.be/ROtSoSnscMI?feature=shared

Scholarships



https://media.investedindiana.org/2022/media/20240718144001/FAFSA-Essentials.pdf
https://financialaid.sfsu.edu/fafsa-simplification-faqs
https://youtu.be/ROtS0SnscMI?feature=shared

Our friends at Purdue Northwest have compiled this incredibly
comprehensive list of scholarships. We have not had time to sort through
every scholarship to add to the newsletter yet, but we didn’t want to hold

it from you any longer. You can view it here.

Assistance League of Indianapolis Scholarship

A substantial scholarship focused on students who have demonstrated significant
volunteer service and community involvement. High school seniors in the
Indianapolis area with a strong record of community service are eligible.

Due Date: May 1, 2026

Indiana Trail Running Association Scholarship
The Indiana Trail Running Association proudly offers two $500 Academic

Scholarships. The enthusiasm of a candidate for trail running, trail and conservation
volunteering, and academic standing will be taken into consideration when awarding
the scholarship. To learn more about eligibility and apply, fill out the Scholarship
Application Form and provide a copy of your transcript.

Due Date: Monday, May 11, 2026

Skiles Test Baseball and Softball Scholarship

Skiles Test Baseball & Softball is happy to award two $1,000 scholarships to

members of the Class of 2026 who have played or umped in our league or worked in
our concession stands. Applications can be completed at

https://skilestestbaseballsoftball.leagueapps.com/.

Due Date: Friday, May 22, 2026

Please pay close attention to the requirements for each scholarship, as well as
the due date. If letters of recommendation are needed, please feel free to reach


https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1xwWRVKNbZETR61-X89lptMXmehUD7EUy/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=101801863876131609110&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://app.goingmerry.com/scholarships/assistance-league-scholarship/59409
https://www.indianatrailrunning.org/itr-scholarships/
https://www.indianatrailrunning.org/itr-scholarships/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScMmk5kac2Ja1puOCNhcU6-KEyb3cgkk2hI_ZxkY6Kky37JqQ/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScMmk5kac2Ja1puOCNhcU6-KEyb3cgkk2hI_ZxkY6Kky37JqQ/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://skilestestbaseballsoftball.leagueapps.com/
https://skilestestbaseballsoftball.leagueapps.com/
https://skilestestbaseballsoftball.leagueapps.com/

out to your college counselor. We are also happy to help review all scholarship
application materials, including essays and resumes.
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