ADVANCED LITERARY INQUIRY

UNCLE TOM'S CABIN

Teacher & Facilitator Guide

FACILITATOR PURPOSE

Guide students through a rigorous complete-novel inquiry that examines the book's antislavery
argument, historical influence, literary strategies, and representational limits.

Companion Resource

Designed to accompany Uncle Tom's Cabin: Student Mission & Response Journal and the Historical & Cultural
Context Investigation Packet.

Implementation Commitments

Use a teacher-approved complete edition with 45 chapters ending in “Concluding Remarks.”

Verify every quotation against that edition before displaying or assigning it.

Teach antislavery purpose and representational harm together.

Do not require students to repeat slurs, imitate dialect, disclose trauma, or simulate enslavement.
Use historical sources—especially Black-authored testimony—to test and complicate literary claims.

ESSENTIAL DISTINCTION

Historical explanation is not approval. Literary influence is not the same as historical accuracy.
Antislavery advocacy does not eliminate paternalism, stereotype, or limits in Black agency and voice.



UNCLE TOM'S CABIN | TEACHER & FACILITATOR GUIDE

Resource Overview & Intended Use

This guide supports a seminar, honors course, gifted cluster, independent study, or interdisciplinary humanities
experience. It assumes students use the complete novel, the student journal, and a teacher-curated historical
packet. The emphasis is interpretation, evidence, ethical reasoning, intellectual flexibility, and source
evaluation—not recall.

Central mission

Determine how the novel argues against slavery—and evaluate the power and limitations of that
argument.

Recommended Conditions

Element Recommendation

Learners Advanced readers, typically grades 8-12; adjust pacing and source complexity.

Time Nine reading/discussion cycles plus 2—4 periods for inquiry development and defense.

Grouping Whole-group mini-lessons; seminars of 6—12; optional inquiry teams of 2—4.

Core evidence Complete novel, verified historical context, and at least one Black-authored primary source.

Assessment Growth in claim quality, evidence selection, reasoning, complexity, and representation—not
compliance or emotional disclosure.

This Guide Provides

Launch and preparation sequence

Session-by-session facilitation plans

Interpretive possibilities rather than a single mandated reading
Misconception and discussion-repair guidance

Differentiation for readiness, access, and advanced inquiry
Culminating-task calibration and implementation checklists

Advanced Literary Inquiry + 2



UNCLE TOM'S CABIN | TEACHER & FACILITATOR GUIDE

Guide Contents

Implementation Snapshot Plan the complete sequence

Text & Edition Control Confirm chapters, citations, and quotation accuracy
Reading-Care Protocol Establish nonnegotiable safeguards

Launch & Preassessment Identify readiness without pre-teaching conclusions
Nine Session Guides Facilitate aligned chapter discussions
Response-Tool Guidance Use journal organizers purposefully

Advanced Differentiation Increase depth, complexity, and independence
Culminating Mission Coach and assess complete-novel synthesis
Rubric Calibration Score defensibly and consistently
Troubleshooting & Checklists Prepare, monitor, and close the unit

Cross-reference rule

Session numbers and chapter ranges match the student journal exactly. If pacing changes, revise both
documents together.
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Implementation Snapshot

Phase

Launch

Student Work

Safety protocol,
conceptual questions,
preassessment

Facilitator Move

Establish expectations; inspect prior
knowledge

Evidence of Progress

Baseline claim and question

Sessions 1-3

Chapters 1-15; property,
law, trade

Model system-level reasoning

Claim moves beyond individual
kindness

Sessions 4-6

Chapters 16-30;
prejudice, sentiment,
vulnerability

Complicate sympathy and
representation

Evidence distinguishes intention from
effect

Sessions 7-9

Chapters 31-45; control,
resistance, ending

Compare forms of agency and proposed
solutions

Claim spans nonadjacent chapters

interpretations

uncertainty

Inquiry Proposal, source Conference; press for counterevidence Defensible evidence plan
verification, product
drafting

Defense Public product and Assess reasoning and responsiveness Revision under challenge
questions

Reflection Compare initial and final Document growth and remaining Metacognitive precision

Suggested 55-Minute Session

Minutes Move

0-5 Private write: claim or uncertainty
5-12 Evidence pairing or triad comparison
12-37 Seminar using one essential question
37-47 Historical-source complication

47-53 Revise claim in journal

53-55 Exit evidence / next question
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Text, Edition & Quotation Control

Edition requirement

The complete novel contains 45 chapters and ends with Chapter XLV, “Concluding Remarks.” Abridged
or adapted editions cannot support the complete-novel culminating mission without a clearly labeled
alternate pathway.

Before Distribution

Record publisher, year, format, introduction/notes editor, and whether chapter titles are present.
Confirm the chapter count and final chapter title.

Decide whether students cite chapter only or chapter plus page.

Compare audio and print versions for omissions or modernized wording.

Preview illustrations, introductions, and editorial notes for stereotypes or spoilers.

Quotation Verification Workflow

o wDd-=

Locate the wording in the exact assigned edition.

Check speaker, narrator, scene, chapter, punctuation, omissions, and surrounding context.
Retain only the minimum language necessary for analysis.

Paraphrase harmful language when exact wording adds no analytical value.

Label any wording from an adaptation, stage tradition, or secondary source as such.

No unverified quotation

This guide intentionally supplies no quotations. Add quotations only after edition-level verification.
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Reading-Care & Discussion Protocol

State Before Reading

The novel includes enslavement, family separation, sale, pursuit, racial slurs, racist caricature, physical and
threatened sexual violence, child and adult death, and religious manipulation. Students may preview sensitive
sections, pause privately, use an alternate response mode, or discuss at analytical distance.

Nonnegotiables

No student is required to read a slur aloud, copy it, or repeat it in discussion.

No dialect imitation, blackface history reenactment, auction simulation, capture game, or trauma role-play.
No student is asked to represent a racial, religious, or other identity group.

Use character names, chapter references, and neutral descriptors.

Interrupt dehumanizing humor, stereotype repetition, or debate over whether oppression was 'really that bad.'
Offer challenge through source complexity and interpretive difficulty—not exposure to preventable harm.

Language for Repair

Moment Facilitator Response

A slur is repeated “We can refer to that as the racial slur. What analytical work did the exact word seem to
be doing?”

Intent erases impact “Separate the novel's purpose from the effect of this representation.”

One villain explains “What law, market, custom, or institution makes his power possible?”

slavery

A student is personalized “Return to the text and source; no one here must speak for a group.”
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Launch & Preassessment

Preassessment: 20-30 Minutes

Present the following independently before historical instruction. Students may write, type, or respond orally.

6. What makes a law unjust? Give a general example without requiring personal disclosure.

7. Can a work advance justice and still represent people harmfully? Explain.

8. What makes a literary claim stronger than a summary?

9. How should a reader respond when a famous text and a historical source disagree?

10. Write one question you would want to investigate about literature, power, or cultural memory.

Look For
Dimension Beginning Signal Advanced Signal
Reasoning Opinion or moral label Explains conditions, consequences, and exceptions
Evidence General example Selects precise, relevant evidence and limits
Complexity Either/or conclusion Holds purpose, effect, contradiction, and uncertainty
Source sense Treats all texts as equivalent Distinguishes genre, author position, purpose, and
corroboration

Use, do not grade

Use the preassessment to form groups, select scaffolds, and set challenge—not as a measure of prior
exposure to painful history.
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Facilitation Moves for Advanced Learners

Need Move Avoid

Depth Press for mechanism: how and why does the evidence More pages or more recall
produce the effect?

Complexity Require a competing interpretation and disconfirming Artificial debate with an indefensible position
evidence.

Acceleration Compact repeated practice after demonstrated mastery. Skipping the historical grounding

Independence Let students propose questions, sources, products, and Unbounded choice without checkpoints
audiences.

Precision Distinguish narrator, character, author, reader, adaptation, | Using “the book says” for every claim

and cultural memory.

Transfer Connect law, markets, religion, rhetoric, family, and Present-day analogy without historical
memory as systems. evidence

High-Value Prompts

What would have to be true for that claim to hold?

Which nonadjacent chapter complicates your interpretation?

Are you explaining a character's intention, the narrator's strategy, or a reader effect?

What does the historical source allow you to claim—and what can it not establish?

Who gains agency in this interpretation, and who becomes an instrument for another person's growth?
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Session 1: Property, Family, and Moral Compromise
CHAPTERS 1-5

Essential question

Can humane intentions make an ownership system humane?

Learning Outcome

Students recognize that debt and sale convert relationships and promises into insecure protection.

Before the Seminar

e Review students' prepared claim and strongest evidence.

e Select one verified passage from the assigned edition; paraphrase harmful wording unless exact language is
essential.

e Choose one historical-source detail that complicates—not merely confirms—the novel.

Defensible Interpretive Possibilities

e The opening transaction reveals how polite language normalizes ownership.
e Shelby's concern cannot secure Tom or Harry because legal and economic power overrides intention.
e Eliza, George, Tom, and Chloe show distinct knowledge, commitments, and constraints.

Likely Misconceptions

e “Shelby is good, so the system is less harmful.”
e “Tom is passive because he does not choose Eliza's strategy.”

Press Questions

e What does a promise protect when the promiser can legally sell a person?
e Which character understands the danger most accurately—and what evidence supports that judgment?

Exit move

Students revise one claim and name the evidence or counterevidence that caused the change.
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Session 2: Escape, Pursuit, and the Reach of Law
CHAPTERS 6-10

Essential question

When law protects injustice, what does moral responsibility require?

Learning Outcome

Students distinguish legality from justice and track the distributed risks of resistance.

Before the Seminar

e Review students' prepared claim and strongest evidence.

e Select one verified passage from the assigned edition; paraphrase harmful wording unless exact language is
essential.

e Choose one historical-source detail that complicates—not merely confirms—the novel.

Defensible Interpretive Possibilities

e Eliza's planning and local knowledge are forms of agency.
e Pursuit language turns people into recoverable property.
e Helpers accept legal, economic, and bodily risk; motives may differ.

Likely Misconceptions

e “Breaking the law is automatically immoral.”
e “Eliza succeeds only because of luck.”

Press Questions

e Who is asked to obey, who is empowered to enforce, and who can refuse?
e How does the narrative position readers toward illegal assistance?

Exit move

Students revise one claim and name the evidence or counterevidence that caused the change.
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Session 3: Trade, Community, and Changing Owners
CHAPTERS 11-15

Essential question

How does sale alter identity, family, and future?

Learning Outcome

Students analyze trade as a system and resist treating a kinder owner as structural change.

Before the Seminar

e Review students' prepared claim and strongest evidence.

e Select one verified passage from the assigned edition; paraphrase harmful wording unless exact language is
essential.

e Choose one historical-source detail that complicates—not merely confirms—the novel.

Defensible Interpretive Possibilities

e The market requires emotional distancing and classification.
e Quaker aid distributes responsibility through community action.
e Tom's conditions change, but his legal vulnerability remains.

Likely Misconceptions

e “A good household solves the problem.”
e “Sale changes location but not identity.”

Press Questions

e What must buyers, sellers, and observers refuse to know?
e Which protections depend on personality rather than enforceable freedom?

Exit move

Students revise one claim and name the evidence or counterevidence that caused the change.
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Session 4: Prejudice, Religion, Ophelia, and Topsy
CHAPTERS 16-20

Essential question

What is the difference between opposing slavery and rejecting racial prejudice?

Learning Outcome

Students distinguish stated principle from practiced belief and analyze Topsy beyond stereotype.

Before the Seminar

e Review students' prepared claim and strongest evidence.

e Select one verified passage from the assigned edition; paraphrase harmful wording unless exact language is
essential.

e Choose one historical-source detail that complicates—not merely confirms—the novel.

Defensible Interpretive Possibilities

e St. Clare and Ophelia expose different forms of moral inconsistency.
e Topsy's performance occurs under scrutiny, punishment, and others' expectations.
e Ophelia's growth does not make her the center of Black experience.

Likely Misconceptions

e “Northern opposition equals racial justice.”
e “Topsy's behavior proves the stereotype.”

Press Questions

e Who is allowed to define Topsy?
e What changes in Ophelia—and what remains limited?

Exit move

Students revise one claim and name the evidence or counterevidence that caused the change.
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Session 5: Family, Childhood, Sentiment, and Warning
CHAPTERS 21-25

Essential question

When does sympathy lead to responsibility—and when does it remain feeling?

Learning Outcome

Students evaluate sentiment as a rhetorical strategy and ask whose suffering produces change.

Before the Seminar

e Review students' prepared claim and strongest evidence.

e Select one verified passage from the assigned edition; paraphrase harmful wording unless exact language is
essential.

e Choose one historical-source detail that complicates—not merely confirms—the novel.

Defensible Interpretive Possibilities

e Children focus adult and reader emotion.
e Eva functions as a moral and religious influence within the novel's design.
e Emotion matters most when it changes action, power, or protection.

Likely Misconceptions

e “Feeling sad is the same as acting justly.”
e “Critiquing sentiment means dismissing readers' emotions.”

Press Questions

e What does sympathy ask the reader to do?
e Whose interior life is expanded, and whose suffering becomes symbolic?

Exit move

Students revise one claim and name the evidence or counterevidence that caused the change.
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Session 6: Death, Vulnerability, Sale, and the Warehouse
CHAPTERS 26-30

Essential question

What does the system reveal when personal protection disappears?

Learning Outcome

Students trace how delay and inaction transfer danger to people with less power.

Before the Seminar

e Review students' prepared claim and strongest evidence.

e Select one verified passage from the assigned edition; paraphrase harmful wording unless exact language is
essential.

e Choose one historical-source detail that complicates—not merely confirms—the novel.

Defensible Interpretive Possibilities

e St. Clare's beliefs do not become timely legal protection.
e Death and inheritance expose the fragility of benevolent promises.
e The warehouse makes market classification visible.

Likely Misconceptions

e “St. Clare's intentions excuse his delay.”
e “The warehouse is an isolated cruelty rather than a system outcome.”

Press Questions

e Who bears the cost of delayed action?
e How does the setting change the way people are described and seen?

Exit move

Students revise one claim and name the evidence or counterevidence that caused the change.
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Session 7: Transport, Legree's System, Cassy, and Memory
CHAPTERS 31-35

Essential question

How does a violent system attempt to control body, memory, relationship, and belief?

Learning Outcome

Students analyze plantation control beyond one villain and treat Cassy as a strategist and historical knower.

Before the Seminar

e Review students' prepared claim and strongest evidence.

e Select one verified passage from the assigned edition; paraphrase harmful wording unless exact language is
essential.

e Choose one historical-source detail that complicates—not merely confirms—the novel.

Defensible Interpretive Possibilities

e |Legree uses isolation, surveillance, coercion, deprivation, and threatened violence.
e Cassy possesses knowledge of the system and makes strategic calculations.
e Gender and sexual threat shape vulnerability; discussion must remain non-voyeuristic.

Likely Misconceptions

e “Legree alone explains the violence.”
e “Cassy's trauma exists mainly to make the plot exciting.”

Press Questions

e Which controls depend on law and market rather than personality?
e What does Cassy know that others do not?

Exit move

Students revise one claim and name the evidence or counterevidence that caused the change.
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Session 8: Resistance, Liberty, Strategy, and Martyrdom
CHAPTERS 36-40

Essential question

What counts as resistance?

Learning Outcome

Students compare refusal, survival, escape, strategy, solidarity, and sacrifice without forcing one hierarchy.

Before the Seminar

e Review students' prepared claim and strongest evidence.

e Select one verified passage from the assigned edition; paraphrase harmful wording unless exact language is
essential.

e Choose one historical-source detail that complicates—not merely confirms—the novel.

Defensible Interpretive Possibilities

e Characters resist under different constraints and with different aims.
e Tom's refusal is active moral resistance, not simple compliance.
e The novel's valuation of martyrdom can be compared with organized escape and survival.

Likely Misconceptions

e “Only escape counts as resistance.”
e “Calling Tom resistant requires endorsing every choice he makes.”

Press Questions

e What action is refused, preserved, protected, or changed?
e How does the narrator rank forms of resistance—and should readers accept that ranking?

Exit move

Students revise one claim and name the evidence or counterevidence that caused the change.
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Session 9: Aftermath, Liberation, Memory, and Final
Argument
CHAPTERS 41-45

Essential question

Whose transformation and freedom define the ending?

Learning Outcome

Students evaluate achievements, omissions, and proposed solutions across the complete novel.

Before the Seminar

e Review students' prepared claim and strongest evidence.

e Select one verified passage from the assigned edition; paraphrase harmful wording unless exact language is
essential.

e Choose one historical-source detail that complicates—not merely confirms—the novel.

Defensible Interpretive Possibilities

e George Shelby's response centers white moral learning while recognizing Tom's influence.
e The ending proposes individual action and makes claims about national responsibility.
e The concluding remarks invite evidentiary authority but should be tested against historical sources.

Likely Misconceptions

e “A hopeful ending resolves the system.”
e “Because the novel has limitations, it had no historical importance.”

Press Questions

e Whose future receives narrative closure?
e What is the strongest achievement and greatest limitation of the ending?

Exit move

Students revise one claim and name the evidence or counterevidence that caused the change.
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Using the Student Response Tools

Tool

Claim-Evidence—Reasoni
ng-Complexity

Best Use

Any session; revision after seminar

Facilitator Check

Does complexity alter the claim rather than appear as an
add-on?

Law, Power &
Consequence

Sessions 1-3 and 6—7

Does the student identify a system, not only a cruel
person?

Family, Promise & Risk

Sessions 1, 3, 5-6

Who can make a promise, and who bears risk if it fails?

Faith & Moral Action

Sessions 4-5 and 8-9

Is belief connected to action, inaction, control,
endurance, or resistance?

Voice, Sympathy &
Representation

Sessions 4—6 and 9

Are narrator, character, authorial strategy, and reader
response distinct?

Character, Adaptation &
Stereotype

After Session 8 or 9

Is the later cultural image verified rather than assumed?

Do Not Overuse

Assign a tool because it reveals a needed relationship. Students who demonstrate mastery may move directly to
an original organizer, conceptual map, or source-comparison design.
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Historical Packet Integration

Source Routine

11. Identify creator, date, genre, audience, purpose, and relationship to the events described.

12. Distinguish firsthand testimony, retrospective testimony, journalism, law, advertisement, image, and
scholarship.

13. Ask what the source reveals, what it cannot establish, and whose perspective is absent.

14. Compare the source with a specific chapter; do not use history as a decorative sidebar.

15. Require at least one Black-authored source in the culminating mission.

Source-to-Novel Questions

What does this source make visible that the novel sentimentalizes or omits?

Where does the novel align with the source's description of law, sale, family, labor, religion, or resistance?
Does the novel redistribute agency, authority, or attention?

Is a difference explained by genre, purpose, audience, position, or evidence?

Source caution

A primary source is not automatically complete, representative, or accurate. Corroborate consequential
claims and preserve the author's own position and context.
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Advanced Inquiry: Proposal Conference

Approval Criteria

Criterion Approve When Revise When

Question Significant, contestable, and answerable Broad topic or predetermined conclusion
Novel evidence Early, middle, and late chapters are plausible Only one scene or remembered example
Historical evidence Verified context includes Black testimony Generic website or undifferentiated “facts”
Complexity A serious competing interpretation is named Counterclaim is weak or artificial

Product Form fits idea and authentic audience Decoration replaces reasoning

Conference Questions

What are you trying to determine—not merely describe?
What evidence could prove your current idea incomplete?
Which voice or source position is missing?

Why is this product the best vehicle for the reasoning?
What checkpoint will show that you need to revise?
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Culminating Mission: Facilitation Guide

Complete-novel requirement

The culminating mission requires all 45 chapters, including Chapter XLV, “Concluding Remarks.” Label
any abridged pathway as an adaptation and revise the evidence requirements.

Core Product

Students create and defend a literary case for an exhibit titled Uncle Tom's Cabin: Antislavery Intervention,
Cultural Landmark, and Contested Legacy.

Required Evidence

At least one precise example from Chapters 1-15

At least one precise example from Chapters 16—30

At least one precise example from Chapters 31-45

At least two verified historical sources, including Black-authored testimony
A fair competing interpretation and a meaningful response

A distinction between the novel and later adaptation or cultural stereotype
A reflection explaining how the interpretation changed

Suggested Checkpoints

Checkpoint Evidence

Proposal Question, tentative claim, evidence plan
Source audit Authority, context, corroboration, citation
Claim conference Nonadjacent evidence and counterevidence
Prototype Product form visibly supports reasoning
Defense Response to questions and revision
Reflection Growth and remaining uncertainty
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Rubric Calibration

What a 4 Requires

A significant, nuanced claim—not simply moral agreement with the novel.

Precise evidence across all three chapter bands.

Verified historical evidence that changes or deepens interpretation.

Reasoning about mechanism, implication, contradiction, and limitation.

A serious alternative interpretation handled fairly.

Accurate distinctions among character, narrator, history, adaptation, and stereotype.
A communication form that strengthens audience understanding.

Specific reflection showing revision and a meaningful next question.

Calibration Protocol

16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Score two anonymous samples independently.

Name evidence for each criterion before naming a level.

Resolve differences by the rubric language, not overall impression.

Do not lower rigor because a student uses audio, dictation, conference, or a visual product.
Do not reward harmful language exposure, emotional disclosure, or performance of trauma.

Highest score is not perfection

Advanced work may retain uncertainty. Productive limitation, revision, and unresolved questions can
demonstrate intellectual maturity.
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Differentiation & Access Plan

If a Learner Needs... Provide... Maintain...

Decoding support Audio plus text; shortened daily chunks; Complete conceptual questions and high-level
vocabulary preview reasoning

Processing time Questions in advance; private writing before Evidence-based contribution in an accessible
discussion mode

Reduced repetition Compact organizers after mastery Nonadjacent evidence and complexity

Greater challenge Independent source set; adaptation study; Verification and ethical safeguards

student-designed framework

Emotional distance Third-person analysis; private pause; Learning goal without forced disclosure
alternate scene; source-centered response

Communication support Speech-to-text, oral conference, visual Same rubric for depth and defensibility
mapping, partner rehearsal

Grouping

Use flexible groups based on the thinking move needed—source evaluation, counterevidence, representation, or
synthesis. Do not group by presumed emotional resilience or ask students from marginalized groups to lead
sensitive discussion.
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Discussion Troubleshooting

If... Then...
Discussion becomes plot Ask for a pattern across two nonadjacent chapters and its consequence.
recall

Students praise or condemn | Separate historical effect, stated purpose, narrative method, and representational

only impact.
One student dominates Move to silent evidence selection, structured rounds, then open exchange.
Students avoid Require each claim to survive one serious alternative supported by evidence.

disagreement

A harmful term is repeated Pause, restate the language protocol, substitute neutral wording, and return to analysis.

Presentism flattens context | Ask what choices, laws, voices, and resistance were available in the period.

Context becomes excuse Ask who experienced the harm and what contemporary critics or Black-authored
sources reveal.

Students equate Tom with Verify the novel's characterization and trace later stage/cultural transformation
the modern insult separately.
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Facilitator Quick-Start Checklist

Before the Unit

[ Confirm a complete 45-chapter edition and citation method.

LI Verify all quotations, excerpts, audio, illustrations, and adaptations.
1 Review the historical packet and confirm source provenance.

[] Send a content overview through local school procedures.

[ Establish alternate response and pause options privately.

[ Align student journal, schedule, and this guide's nine chapter ranges.

Before Each Session

L] Review likely sensitive material and planned wording.

L] Select one essential question and one historical complication.
[ Prepare a way for every learner to contribute evidence.

[ Anticipate one misconception and one extension prompt.

] Reserve time for claim revision.

After Each Session

[ Scan revised claims for growth and misunderstanding.
[] Record whose voices and evidence dominated.

[ Adjust grouping, access, and challenge.
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Final Implementation Audit

Requirement Confirmed

Student journal and facilitator guide use identical chapter ranges: 1-5, 6-10, 11-15, 16—20, 21-25, O
26-30, 31-35, 36—40, 41-45.

Complete-novel activities explicitly require all 45 chapters and “Concluding Remarks.”

Every quotation has been checked against the assigned edition.

Novel wording, adaptation wording, and modern cultural references are clearly distinguished.

Historical claims use verified sources and include Black-authored testimony.

oj|jojofo]o

No activity requires slur repetition, dialect imitation, trauma simulation, or identity-group
representation.

Rubrics assess reasoning and evidence across accessible product formats.

Page numbers, session numbers, and cross-references match the assembled materials.

Ready for implementation

The unit is ready when the evidence, edition, student supports, and discussion protocol are as carefully
planned as the intellectual challenge.
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