NMpurosop
®paHy Kadka

YynecHblM BEeCEHHMM YTPOM MON0A4ON KOMMepcaHT [eopr beHaeMaHH cuaen B CBOeM
kabvHeTe C OokHamMu Ha HabepexHyl, Ha NepBOM 3Taxe OAHOr0 M3 MHOrOYMCAEHHbIX
HEBbICOKMX M HeAOoSIFOBEYHbIX AOMOB, OT/IMYMMbIX pa3Be YTO CBOENM BbICOTOM M OKPACKOM.
OH TONbKO YTO 3aKOHYM MUCBMO K XWBYLLEMY 3a FpaHULEN APYrY HOHOCTWU, C HApOUMUTOM
MeasIMTENbHOCTbIO 3arnevaTan ero 1M, oneplwmncb O NMCbMEHHbINA CTOJM, CTan rs4AeTb B OKHO
Ha peKy, MoCT un 61egHo-3eneHble NpUropkn Ha Tom 6epery.

OH ayman o TOM, Kak MHOro fieT Hasaj 3TOoT ero Apyr, HeAOBOJIbHbIN X0A40M CBOUX Aen
Ha poawHe, dopMeHHbIM ob6bpasom cbexan B Poccuio. Tenepb oH Ben B [leTtepbypre
TOproBoe [Aesfio, KOTOpOe TrOHayasjsy LWA0 O4YeHb XOpOLWoO, HO MOTOM Kak 6yarto
3aCToOMoOpuaoCbL, Ha 4TO ero Apyr Xanosascs BO BpeMs CBOUX Bce bonee peakux
npuesgos. Tak u Tpyawncs oH 6e3 nonb3bl BaanuM OT AoMa, W nog 6opodoi Ha
WHOCTPaHHbIA MaHep NpoCTynano XOpoLwoO 3HAaKOMOe C AETCKMX NeT NMuo, XentusHa
KOTOpOro Bce 6osiee HaBoAWIa Ha MbIC/Ib O pasBmBatowelrica 6one3Hn. Mo ero pacckasam,
OH He noadepXwuBas  TeCHbIX  OTHOWEHWI C  TaMOLWHENW  KOMIOHWEW  CBOMX
COOTEYEeCTBEHHMKOB; B TO Xe BpeMs, obuweHume ero C MeCTHbIM 06lWecTBOM He
CK/1aabliBanoCb, U OH OKOHYaTesIbHO 0b6pek cebst Ha XONOCTALKYHO XKU3Hb.

UTO MOXHO HammcaTb TakKOMy 4enioBeKy, KOTOPbIA SBHO cOHMACsS C NyTU, U KOTOPOMY
MOXHO TMOCOYYBCTBOBaTb W HMYEM Henb3sa MNoMO4Yb? BO3MOXHO, cCnegoBano emy
MOCOBETOBaTb BEPHYTbCSA AOMOM, 06YyCTpOUTb CBOK XM3Hb 34€Cb, BO30OHOBUTb CTapble
ApYyXeCKue CBSA3U, K YeMy He 6bi10 HUKAKUX NMpensTCTBMA, N B OCTaSIbHOM MOJIOXUTBLCS Ha
noMowb apysen. Ho Tem cambiM eMy 6bl HenM3bexxHO Aann NoHATb, U YeM 3aboTineee, TeM
OoCTpee, YTO BCe ero cTtapaHus nponanu gapoMm, U YTO OT HUX C/e[0Bano B KOHLE KOHLOB
OTKasaTbCsi, BepHyTbCS AOMOM M BEYHO 4YyBCTBOBaTb Ha cebe npuctanbHble B3rasigbl,
KakKMMW MPOBOXAKT BEPHYBLUMXCS HeyAavyHMKOB; 4UTO TOJIbKO €ro Apy3sbs 4T0-nnbo
CMbICNIAT B >XW3HW, @ OH, B3pOCNblii pebeHOoK, [OMKEeH NpOCTO CfieaoBaTb COBETaM
OCTaBLUMXCHA AOMa M MpeycrneBarwowmnx apysen. N1 MOXHO NN 6biTb YBEPEHHLIM B TOM, UTO
BCE XJI0MOTbl, KOTOPBE MpuULWAoCk 6bl Ha Hero Hasneyb, NpUBeAYT K Kakon-nubo uenm?
HasepHoe, ero Boobuie He yaacTcs yroBopuTb BEPHYTbCS AOMOM, — OH XXe caM roBOpwI,
YTO YyXe He YyBCTByeT OTHOLWEHWI Ha poauHe. W Torga OH, HEeCMOTpPS HW Ha u4To,
ocTaHeTca y cebsa 3a rpaHuuen, C ropedbtd OT noaobHbIX coBeTOoB W elwe 6Honee
OTAANMBLUNCE OT Apy3ei. Ecim xe OH nocneayeT coBeTaM W, HE MO 3/10MY YMbICAY,
KOHEYHO, a Mo CcTeyeHuto 06CTOATEeNbCTB, OKaXeTCs 3A4EelHEN >XWU3HbIK MoAaBJieH, He
CMOXET HalTu cebs HU cpeaun Apy3en, HU 6e3 HuX, ByaeT CTbIAUTLCS CBOEro NonoXeHUs u
yXe rno-HacTosiweMy ocTaHeTcs 6e3 poAuHbl U Apy3el, TO He Nydlle AN eMy oCTaTbCs 3a
rpaHuUen Kak ectb? MOXHO nu npu Takux 06CTosATeNbCTBax pacCyMTbiBaTb Ha TO, 4TO
34€eCb OH NonpaswuT CBOW aena?

A noToMy, ecnu OCTaBasioCb XeflaHue NoAadep)XMBaTb Mepernucky, Henb3ds emy 6bino
ONnCbIBaTb HACTOSILLIME HOBOCTM, AaXe Takue, O KOTOPbIX MOXHO 6bls10, He 3a4yMblBasiCh,
pacckasaTb W CaMblM JanbHMM 3HaKOMbIM. [pyr He npuesxan yxe Tpu roga noag
TYMaHHbIM MNpeanoroM HectabunbHOM MNOAUTMYECKOW cuTyaumm B Poccuu, KoTOopasi He
Nno3BoSisifla AaXe KPaTKOW OTNYYKWM MesIKoro KOMMepCaHTa, B TO BPEMSs, KaK COTHM TbiCAY
PYCCKMX TMPEecrnoKoMHO NyTewWweCcTBYOT MO BCEMY MUPY. B Xum3Hu xe [eopra MHoroe
M3MEeHMNOoCb 3a 3Tn Tpu roga. O cMepTu MaTepu roga ABa Hasah, C MOMeHTa KOTopom
Feopr Ben COBMECTHOE XO35IMCTBO CO CBOMM MpecTapenbiM OTLUOM, APYr elie, KOHe4HOo,
Y3Han u Bbipa3una B NMCbMe CBOW CO60NE3HOBaAHUS C HEKOTOPOWM CyXOCTblo, 06bACHMMOM
TONbKO TeM, 4To npebbiBaHMEe 3a rpaHuMUEN He MO3BOASNO OCO3HATb ropeyb NogobHoM
yTpaTbl. C Toro BpemeHu [eopr ¢ 60MblLUON pelwnTesbHOCTBIO B3SJ1ICS 3@ CBOE TOprosoe
Oeno, Kak, BMpPOYEM, M 3a BCe OCTajsibHble. BO3MOXHO, YTO MpW XU3HW MaTepu oTel, B
Aenax XenaBWwuihi cYNTaTbCAd €AWMHCTBEHHO CO CBOMM CO6CTBEHHbIM MHEHMEM, CUIbHO
orpaHuMumBan leopra B ero AeNCTBUAX; BO3MOXHO, 4YTO C ee CMepTbio OH 6onblie
3aMKHyncs B cebe, XOTS MO-NpexHeMy MNpoAosiKas yyacTBOBaTb B Aesie; BO3MOXHO, U
AaXe BeCbMa BeposiTHO, MflaBHYI pOJib Cbirpasio cHacT/IMBoe cTedyeHne o6CToATeNnbCTB;
Tak WM MHade, 3a 3TW ABa roga Aeno HEeOXWAAHHO pa3pocCsioCb, 4YUCA0 PabOTHMKOB
NpUWIOCb YABOWUTb, O6OPOT BbLIPOC B NATb pa3, M [anbHEWWWA POCT He Bbi3biBas
COMHEHWN.
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Opyr xe 06 3TUX U3MEeHEeHUsIX He MMeN HWUKAKOoro npeacraBneHus. PaHee, B nocneaHum
pa3, KaXxeTcs, B NMMCbMe C CoO60Me3HOBaHMAMKN, OH MbITANCsa yroBopuTb 'eopra nepeexatb
B Poccvio M NpoCTpaHHO oOnucbiBaa BO3MOXHOCTW, 4YTO npeactasnan ana [leopra
MNeTepbypr npu ero poae 3aHATUNA. CyMMbl BbINM HE3HAYUTENbHbLI HA OHe Tol Npubbiny,
KOTOpPYH nocnefnHee BpeMmsa npuHocuno leopry ero peno. Y leopra BoBce He 6bino
KenaHmsa onucblBaTb ApPYyry CBOWM KOMMepuyecKkue ycrnexu; Aa W caenam OH 3TO C Takum
3ano3gaHueM, BuA 370 MMesno 6bl B BbICLUEN CTENEHU CTPaHHbIN.

A notoMy [eopr orpaHuMuunacsa Avllb OMNUCAHWEM He3HauuUTeNbHbIX MPOUCLLECTBUMN,
KoTopble 6ecnopsagoYyHo NpuXoaAaT B TrONI0OBY BO BpeMs  CMOKOMHbIX BOCKPECHbIX
pa3mbllWneHnin. EAWMHCTBEHHOE, 4ero eMy XOTefnoCb, — 3TO He paspywuTb TO
npeacrtasfeHne O poAHOM ropoe, KOTOpOoe, CKOpee BCero, co3aanochb y Apyra 3a Bpems
AONMA OTAYYKU, U KOTOpOe AaBano eMy onpeaesieHHoe CrononcTeme. M Tak nonyvmnocsb,
yTo [eopr onucan cBOeMy ApYyry MNOMOJIBKY HMUYEM He MpuMedaTesbHOro 4esioBeka co
CTONIb Xe HernpuMeyaTenbHOW AEBYLIKOW B MpexX HanucaHHbIX B BeCbMa pa3HOe BpeMs
NMCbMax, Tak YTO B KOHLE KOHLOB APYr 3auHTepecoBasiCad 3TUM CTPaAHHbIM COBbITUEM, YTO
HMKaK B HaMepeHus eopra He BXoAWNO.

leopr ropasao oxoTHee nNucan o NOAO0OHbIX Belax, YeM O TOM, YTO OH CaM MecsL, Ha3aj
obpyuunca c¢ ¢ponnaniH  @®puaort bpaHaeHdenba, AEBYWKOM U3 COCTOSATENbHOMO
cemerictea. OH [A0BOMBHO 4acToO rOBOPW/S CO CBOEW HeBecToW 06 3TOM apyre m ux
CTPa@HHbIX 3MNUCTONSAPHbIX OTHOLWEHMSAX. «Toraa OH He npuedeT Ha Hawy cBaabby»,
roBopuna oHa, «a s OYeHb Aa)ke Brpase MOo3HaKOMUTbLCA CO BCEMWU TBOUMU APY3bAMU». «H
He X04y ero TpeBOXUTb>», oTBedan leopr. «MOMMK MeHS NpaBUAbHO — OH npuexan 6bl, No
KpaliHein Mepe s B 3TO Bepk, HO OH 6bl 4YyBCTBOBan cebs MpUHYXAEHHO M yuepbHo,
BEpoOATHO, 3aBumaoBan Obl MHE, M $SBHO HEAOBONAbHbLIN W HECrnocobHbI OT 3TOro
HeAOBONbCTBA OTAENaTbCs, BepHyncs 6bl kK cebe oauvH. OAMH — MOHMMaelWb, YTO 3TO
3HauUUT?» «Hy, a He MOXeT OH y3HaTb O Hawen cBagabbe OTKyda-HMOYAb ewe?» «4,
KOHEYHO, He MOry 3TOMYy noMmellatb, HO MNpu ero obpase >XWM3HW 3TO MasioBEpPOSATHO.»
«Ecnn y Tebs, MNeopr, Takme apy3bs, To aAydwe 6bl Tebe M BoBCE He XeHUTbCA. ""TyT Mbl,
KOHe4yHO, oba BWHOBATbl, HO Yy MEHS Ceh4vac 4YTO-TO HEeT XeNaHusa 4YTo-Mbo C 3TUM
Aenatb.» W Korga oHa, NpepbIiBUCTO Abllla Mo ero nouenysMmu, ycrnena BbIFrOBOPUTb: «A
BCE XX TakuM MHe OT 3TOro 0buaHo», OH Npo cebsa pelnn, 4To He HyaeT HMKaKOro Bpea B
TOM, 4TO6bl 060 BCEM HanucaTb Apyry. «[lyckal NnpuHMMaeT MeHs TakuMM, KakoWm s eCTb»,
ckaszan oH cebe. «He nepekpaunBaTb Xe cebs ana ApyX6bl C HUM Nydlle, YeM 9 eCTb.»

N B TOM ANWMHHOM NUCbMe, 4YTO 6bINO HamMMCaHO C yTpa B BOCKpPeceHbe, OH COoobwwun
CBOEMYy Apyry O npousollejllen noMosiBKe B CNeAyLWmX BblpaxXeHuax: «Haunyuwyto xe
HOBOCTb A npubeper Hanocnenok. S obpyuumncsa c dponnaiH ®pupon bpaHaeHdenba,
AEBYLIKON U3 COCTOATENBbHOINO CEMENCTBA, YTO MOCENUMIOCh B HALWIMX KpasX, Koraa Tbl yxe
[ABHO yexas, Tak 4To BpsA /M Tbl ee MOXellb 3HaTb. [1oBoAOB HanucaTb Tebe noapobHee
0 MOel HeBecTe elle HyaeT NpefoCTaTOYHO; CerogHs Xe xouy Tebs obpanoBaTb TEM, YTO
1 COBEpPLIEHHO CYACT/INB, U YTO U3MEHWJIOCb B HALIMX B3aMMOOTHOLUEHUAX €AUHCTBEHHO
TO, YTO OTHbIHE Thbl BO MHe BMeCTO 06bIKHOBEHHOro Apyra obpen gpyra c4acT/iMBOro.
MomMmMMo TOro, B MOel HeBecTe, KOTOpas wneTr Tebe cepAeyHbli NMpuBeT M BCKOPOCTU
HanuweT Tebe cama, Tbl HaWAelwb WCKPEHHero pApyra, 4YTO BOBCE AN8 XOS0CTAKa
HEeManoBaxHo. A 3Haw, u4TO OT BM3WTA K HaMm Tebsa yaepxumBaeT MHOXECTBO
06CTOATENBCTB — TaK He MOCNYXMUT Sin KakK pa3 Mos cBaabba noBoAOM K TOMY, 4TOObI
OT6pPOCUTL BCE NPEnSATCTBUA B CTOPOHY? HOo kak 6bl TaM HU 6b110, NocTynan 6e30 BCAKOM
OrNsAKW Ha MEHS, a TOJ/IbKO MO CBOEMY pasyMeHuto.»

[eopr Ha Kakoe-TO BpPeMS 3acCTbll 38 MUCbMEHHLIM CTOJIOM, MOBEPHYB FOSIOBY K OKHY U
AepXa B pyke nnucbMo. Ha npuBeTCcTBME NMpOXOAMBLUErO MO yAuLe 3HAaKOMOro OH OTBETWN
e[Ba 3aMeTHOM OTCTYTCTBYIOLLEN YNbIOKON.

B KOHLE KOHLUOB OH 3acCyHy/n NMUCbMO B KapMaH, Bbllen n3 KabuHeTa, U CKBO3b Y3KUM
KOppuAop npolen B KOMHATy OTua, B KOTOPOW He 6biBan yxe Heckonbko MecsaueB. K
3TOMY, B CYLLHOCTMU, HE 6bl10 HUKAKOM HEOBXOANMOCTH, NMOCKOSIbKY OH MOCTOSHHO BUAencs
C OTUOM B KOHTOpe, obefann OHM BMeCTe B TpaKTMpe, a MO BeyepaM, XOTb KaXKAabl U
BblbMpan 3aHATME Ha CBOW BKYC, OHW OObIKHOBEHHO OKa3blBaNIMCb, KaXAbli CO CBOEW
raseton, B obLelr roctTMHHOM. EAMHCTBEHHOE, YTO HapyLllano 3TOT NopaAoK, 6blan BU3UTLI
leopra Kk Apy3bsM 1K, B NocnegHee BpeMs, K CBOeN HeBecCTe.

[eopra nopaswnio, CKOJb TEMHO 6bIJIO y OTLa@ B KOMHATE B TaKOW COJSIHEYHbIA AeHb.
Kakylo Bce-Taku TeHb OTOpachbiBasiM BbICOKME CTEHbI, OKpYXaBlune y3kuh asopuk! OTel
cnaen y OKHa B Yrny, BCAYECKM YKpalleHHOM NaMATHbIMU BellnLuaMy noKoMHOM Matepu, v
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yuTan raseTy, MNsaAs Ha Hee UucKoca W MbiTassCb TEM CaMbiM MNPMCNOCOOUTL CBOM
cnabetowme rnasa. OToABUHYTbIA Ha Kpal CToNla 3aBTpaK Ka3asics NOYTU HETPOHYTbIM.

— A, Teopr, — nMpousHec oTel, N ABUHYCA eMy HascTpedy. Ero Tsxxenbin wnadpok
pacnaxmsasncs npu xoabbe, nosbl pa3BeBanMCb; «MOW OTeL, BCE ewe rMraHT», noayman
npo cebs lNeopr.

— 34ecCb XXe HEBbIHOCMMO TEMHO, — CKa3sasl OH BCyX.

— TeMHO 34€ecb U BNpaBay, — OTBETUN oTel,.

— OKHO Tbl TOXE AEPXULb 3aKPbITbIM?

— MHe TaKk nyJue.

— Ha ynuue Beab o4yeHb Tenno, — ckasan leopr, kak 6bl NpoaosKas CBOK UCXOAHYHO
MbIC/lb, U Cen Ha CTy-.

OTev cobpan nocyay OT 3aBTpaka M nepecTaBus ee Ha CyHAYK.

— 4, cobcTBEeHHO, X0Ten Tebe TONbKO CKasaTb, — NpoaosKan eopr, paccesHHO cneas
3a ABMXXEHUSAMW CTapuKa, — 4YTOo 1 Kak pa3 coobwwun B MeTepbypr o cBOe NOMoONBKe.

OH npunogHsaAN NMUCbMO B KapMaHe, TaKk 4To CTan BWUAEH €ero Kpawm, U OonycTtua ero
obpaTHo.

— Oty4ero B NeTepbypr? — cnpocun oTeu,.

— Kak xe, MoeMy ppyry, — oTtBeTun [eopr M nonbiTancs BCTPEeTUTbCS C OTLOM
B3rNs40M. «B KOHTOpe-TO OH coBCeM JApyron», noayman [eopr, «He TO 4TO 34ecCb,
pasBanuicsa Kak U pykKu CKpecTusa.»

— [a, TBoeMY Apyry, — NoA4YEepKHYTO Mpou3HecC oTel.

— Tbl XXe 3Haewb, OTel, YTO S CHadana gyMan ymonyatb eMy O Moel rnomoneke. YTobbl
€ro He paccTpauBaTb, TOSIbKO MNO3TOMY. Tbl Xe 3Haellb, OH C/I0XHbIN YenoBek. U g ckasan
cebe — OH Xe MOXET y3HaTb O NOMOJIBKE He OT MEHS, XOTb Npu ero obpase Xu3HW 3TO U
MasioBEPOSTHO — MOMeLlaTb S 3TOMYy He MOry, HO OT MeHS caMoro oH 06 3TOM y3HaTb
HUKaK He [O0JIKEH.

— Hy, a Tenepb Tbl CTan MHOro 06 3TOM MHEHUS? — CNpOCK OTel, NMOJIOXMA NpU 3TOM
rasety Ha NOAOKOHHWK, MOBEPX ra3eTbl O4KU U MPUKPbII UX NALOHbIO.

— [a, Tenepb S MHOro MHeHus. Ecnn oH MHe Xopowwuit apyr, ckasan s cebe, To Mos
cyacTiMBas NMOMOSIBKA AO/MKHA M ANns Hero 6biTb pagocTbio. [MoToMy A HeMeans emy 06
3TOM Hanucan. Ho nepen Ttem, kak 6pocuTb MUCbMO, 51 BCe Xe xoTen Tebe o6 sTOM
cKasaTb.

— [eopr, — nMpou3Hec oTeul M WKNPOKO pa3aBuHyn 6e33y6bin poT, — nocnywan MeHs!
Tbl npuwen KO MHe, 4YTobbl nocoBeToBaTbCcs 06 3TOM agene. D10 Tebe, 6€3 COMHEHBLS,
aenaet 4ecTtb. HO 3TO HMYTO, 3TO yXXacHee, YeM HUYTO, €C/IN Tbl MHE HE CKaXellb BCEeWn
npasabl. 5 He Xo4yy cenyac BOpPOLWMUTb TO, YTO HE MMeeT K 3TOMY OTHoweHusa. Co cMepTn
Hawen nwbMMoM MaTyWKK CTanm NpPoOUCXOAUTb BCSIKME HeKpacuBble Bewu. [ymato,
npunaeT elle BpeMs K 3TOMY BEpHYTbCS, U CKOpee, YeM HaM KaxeTcs. MHoroe B genax ot
MEHS YCKOJIb3aeT, — He TO, 4YToObl OT MEHSs 3TO CKpblBasM, NO KpanHen Mepe, MHe He
XO4YETCA BEpUTb B TO, UYTO OT MEHS 3TO CKPbIBAKT; CU Y MEHS YXXe MeHblle, namsTb
cnabeeT, M MeHS yXe He xBaTaeT Ha TO, 4YToObl CneauMTb 3@ BCEM TMPOUCXOASLLUNM,
Bo-nepBbIX,3TO €CTeCTBEHHbIM XO4 Bewen, a, BO-BTOPbIX, CMepTb Hallen MaTyLlKu
cpa3una MeHsi cunbHee, 4yeM Tebs. Ho mMocKonbKy y»X Mbl 3aroBopuan o6 3TOM nuUcbMe,
npowy Tebsa, Neopr, He obMaHbIBan MeHs. DTO CYLMNA MYCTAK, YTO rFpowla JIOMaHOro He
CTOWUT, Tak He obMaHbIBal e MeHs. Y Tebs AeNCTBUTENbHO eCTb 3TOT ApYr B MeTepbypre?

[eopr B CMyLLEHWW NOAHSANCS.

— bor ¢ HMMK, C MOMMMU Apy3bsaMU. Tbica4a Apy3en He 3aMeHaT MHe Moero oTua.
3Haewb, 4YTO 9 AyMmat? Tbl HeaocTtaToyHo o cebe 3aboTuwbcsa. Ho roabl 6epyT cBoe. B
MarasuHe Tbl A/ MEeHS He3aMeHWM, Tbl BeAb 3TO NMpeKpacHO 3Haelb, HO eC/IM Maras’uH
CTaHeT BpeauTb TBOEMY 340pPOBbl, S €ro 3aBTpa Xe BOBCe 3aKpot. TakK Henb3s. Mbl
OOJIHKHbI COBEPLUEHHO MHade 06yCTPOMTb TBOK XWU3Hb. Thl CMANLWbL 34€Cb B TEMHOTE, KOoraa
B FOCTUHHOM y Tebsa 6bin 6bl NpeKpacHbIi CBeT. Thl OTWMMbIBAELWb KYCOUYEK 3a 3aBTPaKoM,
BMECTO Toro, ytobbl Kak cneayet noAKpenuTbCsa. Tbl CMAULWb TYT C 3aKpbIiTbIMW OKHaMW,
Korga CBeXWW BO3AyX Tak 6bln 6bl Tebe noneseH. Het, oteu! S npurnawy Bpaya n Mbl
6yaem cnepoBaTb ero npeanucaHmaM. Mbl moMeHsieMCsl KOMHaTaMW — Tbl nepeefelb B
CBETNYI KOMHaTy, a 4 ctoga. [nsa 1ebss HMYero He U3MEHUTCS, BCE TBOM BELLUWN nepeenyT C
To60M. HO 3TO BCe CO BpeMeHeM, a ceryac npuasar HeHagonro, Tebe HeNnpeMeHHO HyXeH
nokon. Mongem, s nomory Tebe nepeomeTcs, — Yy MEHS MNOMAy4YUTCs, yBuaAUWb. A ecnu
XO4Yellb Cenyac Xe siedb B CBET/ION KOMHATe, TO MNoJieXu Mnoka y MeHs Ha KposaTu. Tak
6b110 6bl, KCTATK, Ny4ylle BCErO.
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feopr CcTOoAa NOYTU BMJIOTHYIO K OTLY; TOT Cuaesi, YPOHMUB Ceayto pacTpenaHHy rosiosy

Ha rpyab.

— leopr, — Npou3HecC oTel He ABWUrasicb. eopr ToTyac e OnycTW/CS BO3Jie oTua Ha
KONEHW W YBUAEN, YTO C YCTasioro /siMua Ha Hero, 4YyTb WMCKOCA, CMOTPENN OrpOMHble
3payKku.

— Y T1ebs HeT Hukakoro apyra B MNeTtepbypre. Tol Bceraa nobun coirpatbe ¢ KEM-HMOYAb
WYTKY, U BOT AaXKe MeHs CTOpOHOM He obowen. U oTkyaa 6bl y Tebs Tam B3anCs apyr? Yx
HMUKaK He NoBeplto.

— OrTeu, Hy nocTapancs BCNOMHWUTb, — cKasan [eopr, NpuUnogHaB oTua C Kpecna wu
CHUMasa C Hero xanaTt, noka TOT efJBa AepXXaNcsa nepej HUM Ha HOrax. — Y>e CKoOpo Tpwu
roga ToMy, Kak MOl Apyr He 6bin y Hac B roctsax. HackonbKo s MOMHIO, Tbl €ro 0Cco60 He
Xanosan. He MeHblle AByX pa3 s CKpbLl OT Tebs, UTO OH Cuaen y MeHs B KOMHaTe. S
BNosiHe Mor 6bl MOHATb TBOK K HEMY Henpusi3Hb, Y MOEro Apyra ecTb CBOW CTPAHHOCTM.
Ho kak-TO pa3 Bbl BCe Xe Besn O4YeHb NpuaTHyto beceny. S 6bin ewe Tak ropa TeM, YTo Thl
CNylwaewb ero, KuBaelwb M 3ajaelb BOMNpocbl. Ecnn Tbl nogymaellb, Tbl 0683aTeNbHO
BCMOMHULWbL. B TOT pa3 OH pacckasbiBan HEBEPOSATHblE UCTOPUM O PYCCKOW PEBOSOLMW.
Kak oH, kK npumepy, 6yayum no genam B Kmese, BO BpeMs MaTexa BuAaen Ha bankoHe
CBSILLEHHWKA, YTO Bblpe3an y cebs Ha naZoHW KPOBaBbI KPeCT 1 B3biBas K Tonne. Tobl ewle
cam nobun nepeckasbiBaTbh 3TY UCTOPUIO.

3a BpeMsl pasroBopa eopry yaanocb ycaauTb OTUA B KPEC/O0 U CHATb C HEro HajeTble
noBepx MOALWTAaHHMKOB MaHTanoHbl U Hocku. Mpu Buae 6enba He NepBON CBEXECTU OH
yrnpekHyn cebs 3a nnoxyk 3aboty 06 otue. CneauTb 3a CMeHOWM OTLOBCKOro 6enbs,
HECOMHEHHO, BXoAMNno B ero obsasaHHOCTM. MpamMoro pasrosopa o0 6yaylieM oTua Mexay
HUM M ero HeBeCTOW elle He 6blNO, M MX MONYaNUBLIA YroBOp npeanonaran, 4Tto oTey
OCTaHeTCa B MNpeXHeWh KBapTupe oAMH. Tenepb e OH C MOSHOW YBEPEHHOCTbIo peLlunn
3abpatb oTua B CBOK 6yayuwyto cemblo. lMpu GamxanweM pacCMOTPEHMM MOII0 Aaxe
BO3HUKHYTb YYBCTBO, YTO YXOA, OXWAABLUMA OTLA HA HOBOM MECTe, MOI 0Ka3aTbCs YXe He
KO BpEMEHM.

OH Ha pykax OTHec OTua B nocTtenb. Ero oxeBaTun yxac Korga, noaxoas K rnocrenu, oH
3aMeTun, 4YTO OTel urpaeT C LUerno4vykom ero 4yacos. OH He cpasy CMOr yl0XWTb OTua B
NocTenb, Tak KPErnko TOT AepXancs 3a LEenoyKy.

Ho kak ToONMbKO OH OKa3sancs B MocTenu, Bce Kak 6bl ycnokounocb. OH caM yKpblacsa U
BbICOKO HaTsAHYN Ha cebsa oaeano. OH HeBpaxaebHo rnsaen Ha leopra.

— Tbl Beab NMpUNOMMHaELWb O HeM, He mnpasaa nun? — cnpocun Feopr n opnobpstoLle
KWUBHYN eMy.

— S Xopowo YyKpbIT? — crnpocun oTel, kak 6yATo He MOr pasrnisaeTb, XOpPOoWo u
YKPbITbl HOTU.

— Tak Tebe 6ypeTt xopowo, — ckasan [eopr n nonydwle NOAOTKHYN 0A4EAN0.

— 51 XOpOLWO YKpbIT? — ONSATb CNPOCU/ OTeL, C KAKMM-TO CTPaHHbIM UHTEPECOM.

— TONbKO He BOSIHYMNCA, Tbl XOPOLUO YKPbIT.

— HeTt! — BbIN@nMA Ha 3TO OTeL, OTWBbLIPHYN OAESAN0 C TAaKOW CWUNON, YTO OHO Ha
MFHOBEHbEe pacKpbIOCb B MofieTe, M BCTasl Ha KPOBATWM B MOJHbIA pPOCT. JIMwb OA4HOWN
PYKOWM OH cnerka npuaepxwusancs 3a nnadoH.

— 3Halo, YKpbITb MEHs Xo4yellb, 167104K0 MOe, HO 4 elle noka He ykpbIT! N xoTb 6bl 3TO
66111 MOM NOCNeAHME CUlbl — Ha TBOK AOMIO C JIMXBOM XBaTUT. 3Hat0 9 TBOEro Apyra, —
Takon CbiH 6b1n1 661 MHe Mo aywe. MOTOMY-TO Thl U irasl MHe BCe 3TU roAbl, OTYEro X eue?
Adymaewb, y MeHa cepaue 3a Hero He 6oneno? OTTOro-TO 3anupaewbcs y cebs B
kabuHeTe — He 6eCnNOKOUTb, XO35MH 3a@HAT, — 4YTOO TONbKO COYMHATbL CBOE JIKUBbIE
nMcbMULLKKN B Poccmio! HO oTua-TO He yuuTb, Kak CbiHa HAaCKBO3b BMAeTb. Kak Boobpasun
cebe, uTo noa cebs noamMan, Tak NOAMSAN, YTO MOXELLb YCECTbCS Ha HEro CBOen 3agHuLEeN,
@ OH W He MoLEeBeNNTbCA, TYT-TO MOM CbiHOYEK 3aAyMas XeHUTbCS!

Feopr Habnwpan yxXacHyw KapTuHy, KOTopykw aBnan cobon oTeuy. O6pas
neTepbyp>XCKOro Apyra, BHE3anHO CTO/lb XOPOLIO MPU3HAHHOIO OTLOM, Bbi3Bas Y HEro HU
Ha 4YTO He Mnoxoxee ueMsuwee 4yBCTBO. OH BMAEN ero, 3aTepsiHHOro B Aanekon Poccuu.
OH Buaen ero B ABepsiX NycToro, pasrpabneHHoro MarasmHa. Ceidac OH CTOsi1 cpeau
06/10MKOB MOMOK, pacTep3aHHbIX TOBApPOB, pyllalleincs apmaTypbl. OT4ero npuwiaocb eMy
Tak paneko yexaTtb!

— Tak CMOTpM Xe Ha MeHsl! — BCKPUKHYN oTel, u 'eopr NouTv MawmnHanbHO nobexan
K KpOBaTK, NblTasACb YXBaTUTb BCE Ha JIeTy, HO 3aMep Ha NONMyTw.
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— OTTOro0, YTO OHa 6KM 3aapana, — 3aTAHyN oTel, — OTTOro, YTo 3Ta Mep3Kas Ko3a
BOT Tak 06KM 3aapana, — TYT OH, MbITasACb 3TO U306pa3nTb, 3aapan pybaxy Tak BbICOKO,
YTO Ha JIAXKKE Yy HEero nokasasncs MoJlyYeHHbI Ha BOMHE LpaM, — OTTOro, YTO OHa BOT
Tak, M BOT TaK, M BOT 34aK 6KM 3aapana, Tbl Ha Hee U Bpocunca, U 4Tobbl €k
NpecrnoKoiHO YAOBNETBOPUTLCS, Thl OCKBEPHW/ MaMATb Hallein mMaTtepu, npeaan apyra u
OTLA B NOCTENb 3aCyHY/, 4YTO6 TOT He Aeprancsa. A TOT elle AepraeTcs, He BUAULIbL?

Tenepb OH CcTOAN 6€3 BCAKOM MOAAEPXKM U MUHAN BO3AYyX HOraMu. MpoHMLaTeNbHOCTb
NCXOAMNA OT HEro slyyamu.

Feopr CToAN B Yriy, Kak MOXHO Aanblie OT OTUa. B Kakoi-To MOMEHT OH TBEPAO peLInn
OYeHb BHMMATENbLHO 3a@ BCEM CNeAnUTb, YTOObI Kakon-HMbyab 06X0AHOM MaHeBp C3aau Un
CBEpXy He 3acTan ero Bpacniox. Tenepb 3TO [AaBHO 3abblToe peweHuMe onaTb
NPOMENbKHYMO0 B €ro MO3ry 1 UCYE3/10, CIOBHO KTO-TO MPOAEPHYN KOPOTKYI HUTKY CKBO3b
Nro/iIbHOE YLLKO.

— Ho apyr Bce e He npegaH! — Kkpuyan oTed, NoAKpensasaa CBOM C/ioBa
MassTHMKOOO6Pa3HbIMWN ABUXEHUSMWN yKa3aTenbHOro nanbua. — 3a Hero 3aeck 6bin 5!
— KomeanaHT! — BbipBanocb y [eopra; TyT Xe OCO3HaB, 4YTO OH Hagenan, cC

3aCTbIBLUMM OT YyXaca B3rns4oM, OH C/AMLLIKOM MO34HO YKYCuMN cebs 3a SA3blK, TaK 4YTo TOT
CKpyTUACS OoT 6onu.

— [a yX, KOHeyHO, a noman komeauwo! Komeaua! Xopowee cnoso! Kakoe euwe
yTeweHue ocCTaBasiocb CTapoMy BAOBOMY oOTuUy? CKaXu-ka — WM Ha MrHoBeHbe OTBeTa
nobyab MOWM XWBbIM CbIHOM, — 4YTO MHE e€lle OCTaBasoCb B MOEW 3agHel KOMHaTe,
npecneayeMomy HeBepHbIMU NOAYMHEHHbLIMWU, C MPOHU3bIBAKOLLEN A0 KOCTEN CTapoCTbio? A
MOM CblH TOPXXECTBYKLLEe LWen No CBeTy, 3ak/t4an MnoAroTOBJ/IEHHbIE MHOKW CAESKH,
KYBbIpKancsa OT pagoCTW M KpacoBasncsa rnepen OTLOM, KakK HernpucTynHas 4YecTHOCTb. Thl
AyMmaeuwb, s 6 Tebs He nobun — 4, uto Tebs nopoann?

«Celyac OH HaknoHuTtcsa», noayman [leopr. «XoTb 6bl OH ynan u pasbuncal», c
wurneHmeM npoHecnocb B ero Mo3ry. OTel HakNoHWNCA Brieped, Ho He ynan. Korga MNeopr,
NpoTUB €ro 0XxuaaHusa, He nogowen 65mxe, OH ONsATb BbINPAMUCS.

— CroM, rae ctouwb, Tbl MHE He HyxeH! [lymaewb, y Tebs XBaTUT CUN cloga NoL4ONTU U
TOpYMLWb TaM NOToMy, 4YTo Tebe Tak yrogHo. Owunbaewbcsa! A BCce ewe HAaMHOMoO CUbHee.
Bbin 6bl 5 0AWMH — NpUWIOCb 6bl MHE, HaBepHoOe, YCTYNUTb, HO MaTb OTAanla MHE CBO
cuny, U C TBOUM APYroM g npeKkpacHoO AOroBOPUSICHA, BCSA TBOS KJIMEHTYypa y MEHS BOT TYyT,
B KapMaHe!

«Tak y Hero M B HO4YHOW pybaxe KapMmaHbl», npo cebs noayman [leopr, n emy
MoKasasiocb, YTO 3TMM 3aMe4yaHMeM OoTua MOXHO 6bino 6bl cMecTM C nnua 3emnn. OH Ha
MrHOBeHbe nogyMan o6 3ToM, U HeEMeAsIeHHO BCe 3abbisi.

— BoO3bMKM-Ka CBOKO HEBEeCTY NoA pyuyKy U MOKaXucb MHe Ha rnasa! S ee BOH cMeTy,
OYHYTbCA He ycreewb!

Feopr ckopuyMn HenoBepuMBYK rpumacy. YTobbl nNpumaaTb CkasaHHoMy 6onblie
3Ha4YMMOCTU, OTeL, INLLb MOTHYJ1 FOJI0OBOM B CTOPOHY cToswero B yrny leopra.

— Kak e Tbl MeHsl cerogHsi no3abaBun, Koraa npuwen cnpawmBaTb, NUCaTb JIN TBOEMY
apyry o nomoneke! OH Xe BCe 3HaeT, AypayoK, OH e BcCe 3HaeT! S xe Hanucan emy,
NMOCKOJIbKY Tbl 3abbls1 0TO6paTh Y MeHs nepo n 6ymary. NoToMy-TO OH M He Npuesxan Bce
3TU roAabl, €My BCe€ M3BECTHO B CTO pa3 nydwe, yem Tebe camMoMy, TBOWU MATble
HeYUTaHHbIe MNCbMa Y HEro B JIEBOM pyKe, @ MOM-TO Y HEro B NpaBoi, 4Tob umtaThb!

OT BAOXHOBEHMUSA, ero pyka B3MeTHyflaCb HaZj rofl0BOMN.

— OH 3HaeT BCe B TbiCAUY pa3 nydwe! — Kpuyan oH.

— B pecaTtb TbicAy pa3! — ckasan Neopr B HacMeLlKy, HO, elle He ycneB copBaTbCs C
si3blKa, CNOBa 3a3By4Yann C YOMNCTBEHHOM CEPbE3HOCTLIO.

— YXe MHOro neT g nog)Xwuaar, Korga Tbl NMpungewb KO MHe ¢ Bonpocom! [lymaellb,
MeHS 4To-HMOyab ewe BOSHYeT? MoxeT, AyMaelwb, s raseTbl ymTato? Ha tebe! — mn oH
WBbIpPHYN B leopra raseTHOW CTpaHMUEN, KOTopasi KakMM-To obpa3oM Toxe nornaja B
noctenb. CTapas raseTta, C yXe CoBepleHHO HEN3BECTHbIM eopry Ha3zBaHWEM.

— [fonro > Tbl gyMman, noka He co3pen! MaTb ywsa B MOruny, He goxaanacb 3TOro
cBeTnoro AHs, apyr normbaetr B cBoel Poccuu, yxe Tpu roga ToMmy 6bin O CMepTu
XXenTbliA, Aa v 1, caM BUAUWb Kakok. Ha 3T1o-To y Tebs rnas xesaTtaeT!

— TakK Tbl MeHd BbiCnexunsan! — BOCKIUKHYN [eopr.

OTew, noxoas, Nponu3HecC COYYBCTBEHHO:

— DTO Tbl, N0 BCEW BUAMMOCTU, XOTeN CKasaTb paHblue. Tenepb 3TO yXe He noaonaer.

N yxxe rpomye:
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— Tak BOT Tenepb Tbl 3HaelWb, YTO eCTb NOMMMO Tebs, a TO A0 CUX MOP Tbl TONLKO O
cebe 3Han. B cywHoOCTH, Tbl 6bl1 HEBUHHBLIM PE6EHKOM, HO B CaMOil CBOEWN CYLLHOCTM 6bin
Tbl MCYaaMeM aga! A NoTOMy 3Hal: s npuroBapusato Tebs K Ka3Hu BOAOM!

Feopr NoYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK YTO-TO FOHWUT €ro 3 KoMHaTbl. CTyK, C KOTOPbIM OTeL, pyXHYy/
3a ero CNMHOWM Ha NoCTesnb, BCE elle CTos1 Yy Hero B ywax. Ha nectHuue, no cTyneHbkaM
KOTOPOWM OH HEeccsl, Kak Mo HaK/OHHOM MOCKOCTU, OH COUA C HOF CNyXaHKy, KOoTopas Kak
pa3 cobupanacb HaBepx ANsl yTpeHHel ybopku. «[ocnoam!», BCKPUKHY1a OHa M 3akpblia
nepeaHMKOM JNNMLO, HO OH YyXe cKpbiics. OH BbICKOYM 3a BOpPOTA, €ro Hecno 4yepes
npoesxyt YacTb k Boge. OH yXe Kpernko CXBaTWUJ/ICS 3@ NOPYYHM, KaK roSIOAHbIN 3a KyCOoK
xne6a. OH nepenpbirHy Ha APYrylo CTOPOHY, KakK MPEeBOCXOAHbIA MNMMHACT, KakMM OH B
IOHOCTU 6blN K pOAMTENbCKON ropaocTu. Bce ewe uenko aepxxacb cnabelowmmmn pykamu,
OH pasrnagen mMexay crnvuamu orpagbl OMHMEYC, KOTOPbIV Nlerko 3arnywun 6bl 3ByK ero
nageHusi, cnabo BCKPUKHYN: «Munble poauTenu, s BeAb Bac Bceraa nobun», n pasxan
PYKM.

B 3TOT MOMEHT Yyepe3 MOCT e COBEPLIEHHO HECKOHYAEMbIli MOTOK MaLLUVH.
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