
 Roland JD-Xi vs Novation MiniNova 
Synthesizer: Which is Better for 
Beginners? 
Meta Description:  Compare the Roland JD-Xi vs Novation MiniNova. Get an expert 
breakdown of sound engines, sequencing, vocoders, and which compact synth suits 
beginners best. 

Alt Text: Roland JD-Xi Analog Digital Crossover Synthesizer. 

Key Takeaways 

●​ The Roland JD-Xi combines a genuine analog mono section with two 
SuperNATURAL digital synth parts, a dedicated drum track and a four-track pattern 
sequencer, making it a self-contained groovebox that lets beginners build full tracks 
without a computer. 

●​ The Novation MiniNova inherits the UltraNova's synthesis engine with three 
oscillators per voice, 14 filter types with dual filter capability, six envelopes, and a 
software editor that visualizes signal flow for hands-on synthesis education. 

●​ The JD-Xi excels at immediate music creation through its sequencer and multi-part 
architecture, while the MiniNova excels at teaching sound design fundamentals 
through its deeper synthesis engine and visual editor. 

●​ Both feature 37 velocity-sensitive mini keys, vocoders with included gooseneck 
microphones, and preset libraries for getting started right away. 

●​ Sam Ash offers both synthesizers with 45-day returns, free shipping on orders over 
$49 and financing options. 

Roland JD-Xi vs Novation MiniNova: Which Compact 
Synth Teaches You More? 

https://www.samash.com/synthesizers


Picking your first real synthesizer is one of those decisions that quietly shapes everything 
that comes after it. The Roland JD-Xi and Novation MiniNova sit at similar price points and 
share a few surface-level features like mini keys, vocoders, and included gooseneck 
microphones, but they are designed around fundamentally different ideas about what a 
beginner needs most.  

This comparison walks through the specs, the strengths, and the tradeoffs so you can figure 
out which approach fits the way you want to learn. 

Sam Ash: 100 Years of Music Expertise, Now Online 
Your Trusted Music Store Is Back – Stronger Than Ever 
 

 
 
Perfect Gear for Every Musician: 

●​ Electronic Drums: Complete selection from beginner-friendly kits to professional 
studio setups. Get the authentic acoustic feel with modern convenience – perfect 
for home practice and recording. 

●​ Digital Pianos & Stage Keyboards: Portable alternatives to premium acoustic 
pianos without sacrificing sound quality. Ideal for home players, live performers, 
and studio work. 

●​ Synthesizers & Music Production: A full range of analog and digital synths, 
grooveboxes, and production gear for beat-making, sound design, and studio 
sessions. 

●​ Professional Recording Gear: Everything you need for your home studio setup, 
from interfaces to monitors, backed by expert consultation for high-value 
purchases. 

 
Why Musicians Choose Sam Ash: 
✓ Family-owned U.S.A. 100-year legacy of music expertise​
✓ Personalized service and help from fellow pro musicians​
✓ Multiple financing options: 0% interest financing, no-credit financing, buy-now-pay-later​
✓ Large selection from the best brands in music and sound 
✓ Fast, free shipping on 1000s of items within the USA 
✓ Famous flash sales and mega deals 
 
Get Expert Guidance: 
Whether you're a savvy musician seeking confirmation or a beginner needing guidance, 
our Gear Expert Team helps ensure you make the right choice for your music and budget. 
From bedroom producers to professional studios – we've got your sound covered. 

https://www.samash.com/shop
https://www.samash.com/drums-and-percussion
https://www.samash.com/pianos-keyboards
https://www.samash.com/dj-production
https://www.samash.com/recording


 
SHOP SAM ASH NOW → 

Roland JD-Xi — Specs & Features 

Caption: The Roland JD-Xi combines genuine analog synthesis with digital SuperNATURAL 
tones, a four-track sequencer, and built-in drum kits. 

Alt Text: Roland JD-Xi Analog Digital Crossover Synthesizer. 

Sound Architecture 

The monophonic analog section generates saw, triangle, and square waveforms with 
pulse-width modulation, an independent sub-oscillator for low-end weight, and an analog 
filter for shaping. This section handles bass and lead duties with the warmth and presence 
that define analog synthesis. Digital sections can't route through the analog filter, so the two 
worlds remain separate but complementary. 

Two SuperNATURAL digital synth parts share 128-voice polyphony, offering everything from 
lush pads and realistic strings to aggressive digital textures and PCM-based sounds. The 
SuperNATURAL engine draws from Roland's decades of sample-based synthesis 
expertise—these aren't just basic VA sounds but sophisticated instruments in their own right. 

The drum part accesses classic Roland drum machine sounds, letting you build patterns 
from the same source material that defined electronic music history. Combined with the 
synth parts, you have four independent tracks for complete arrangements. 

https://www.samash.com/
https://www.samash.com/roland-jd-xi-analog-synthesizer-rjdxixxxx-p


Four-Track Pattern Sequencer 

The sequencer transforms the JD-Xi from synthesizer to complete groovebox. Four tracks, 
two digital synth, one analog, one drums, record independently via real-time, step, or 
TR-REC modes. TR-REC replicates the classic step-sequencer workflow from Roland's 
legendary TR-series drum machines, making beat creation intuitive for anyone familiar with 
that approach. 

Build patterns, chain them into songs, and perform complete tracks without touching a 
computer. For beginners who want to make music immediately rather than spending months 
learning synthesis theory, this capability alone justifies the JD-Xi. 

Vocal Features 

The included gooseneck microphone feeds three vocal processing options. The Vocoder 
blends your voice with keyboard sounds, creating the classic robot-vocal textures that 
defined early electronic music. AutoPitch provides the pitch-correction effect ubiquitous in 
modern pop and EDM. Auto Note generates synth sounds from vocal input—sing a melody 
and hear it played back as a synth patch. 

Audio/MIDI Interface 

USB connectivity provides 16-bit/44kHz audio interface capability, letting you record the 
JD-Xi's output directly into your DAW or use it as a MIDI controller. This dual-purpose 
functionality adds value for computer-based production workflows. 

Construction 

The black-and-red color scheme with glossy panel and metallic red side panels creates a 
striking visual presence. Build quality sits in the budget-instrument category—plastic 
construction, mini keys, small pitch/mod wheels—but feels appropriate for the price. Weight 
under five pounds makes transport effortless. 

Novation MiniNova — Specs & Features 



Caption: The Novation MiniNova inherits the UltraNova's powerful synthesis engine with 
18-voice polyphony, deep modulation routing, and software editor. 

Alt text: Novation MiniNova 37-Key Synthesizer.  

Sound Architecture 

Three oscillators per voice (up to 18 voices) access 14 conventional waveforms (square, 
sine, sawtooth, pulse, triangle, and combinations), 36 wavetables, and 20 digital waveforms. 
Each oscillator includes density/detune for fattening sounds, virtual sync for aggressive 
timbres, and hardness—essentially an additional low-pass filter per oscillator. This isn't basic 
virtual analog; it's comprehensive digital synthesis. 

Fourteen filter types include various low-pass, high-pass, band-pass, and notch 
configurations. You can run two filters simultaneously for complex timbral shaping. Six 
envelope generators and three LFOs provide modulation sources, feeding into a 20-slot 

https://www.samash.com/novation-mininova-37-key-synthesizer-nmininova


modulation matrix where you can route virtually any source to any destination. This depth 
supports sophisticated sound design impossible on simpler instruments. 

Up to five effects per voice, such as distortion, reverb, compression, EQ, chorus/phase, 
delay, and Novation's unique Gator effect, mean patches can include complete signal 
processing without external gear. 

Performance Controls 

Eight backlit Animate buttons trigger programmable modifications within patches, warping 
sounds dramatically in real-time. This performance-oriented feature lets you transform basic 
patches into complex, evolving textures with button presses, which is perfect for live 
performance or studio exploration. 

A large dedicated filter cutoff knob ensures instant filter access regardless of other 
programming. Four additional smooth knobs handle common parameters, while a 
six-position selector switch routes those knobs to different parameter sets. The design 
balances immediacy with depth. 

Arpeggiator 

Thirty-three arpeggiator patterns provide rhythmic movement. The eight buttons can edit 
arpeggiator steps in real-time, letting you create new sequences during performance. While 
not a full sequencer like the JD-Xi offers, the arpeggiator adds musical interest to static 
patches. 

Vocal Features 

The 12-band vocoder works with the included gooseneck microphone, but MiniNova adds 
VocalTune; talk or sing into the mic, play notes on the keyboard, and your voice 
automatically tunes to those pitches. This recreates the pitch-correction vocal effects 
common in hip-hop and pop. The 1/4" audio input lets you run guitars or other instruments 
through the vocoder and effects engine. 

Construction 

Light plastic construction weighs about 2.5kg (5.5 lbs), fitting easily under one arm. The case 
feels more substantial than initial appearances suggest, with a metal faceplate and sturdy 
knobs. Mini keys lack aftertouch but respond to velocity with reasonable feel. USB bus 
power eliminates the wall wart when connected to computers. 

Quick Comparison Table 
Feature Roland JD-Xi Novation MiniNova 

Sound Engine Analog + SuperNATURAL 
Digital 

UltraNova modeling 



Analog Section Yes (1 voice mono) No (analog modeling) 

Oscillators 3 digital + 1 analog 3 per voice 

Digital 
Polyphony 

128 voices 18 voices 

Filter Analog (mono) + Digital 14 types (dual capable) 

Sequencer 4-track pattern None (arpeggiator only) 

Arpeggiator Yes Yes (33 patterns) 

Presets 256+ 256 (+ 128 user) 

Vocoder Yes + AutoPitch + Auto 
Note 

Yes + VocalTune 

Keys 37 mini (velocity) 37 mini (velocity) 

Aftertouch No (responds to incoming) No 

Effects Multiple types 5 per voice 

USB Audio 
Interface 

Yes (16-bit/44kHz) No 

MIDI In/Out + USB In/Out + USB 

Software Editor No Yes (included) 

Bundled 
Software 

None Ableton Live Lite, Bass Station plugin, 
4GB Loopmasters 

Weight ~5 lbs ~5.5 lbs (2.5kg) 

Best For Track building, live 
performance 

Sound design learning, programming 

Sam Ash: Start Making Sound the Right Way 
First synthesizers deserve careful consideration. The choice between the JD-Xi's complete 
groovebox approach and the MiniNova's deeper synthesis education shapes how you'll 
create music for years.  

Sam Ash specialists understand both instruments and can discuss which approach matches 
your musical goals—call 800-472-6274 to ensure your first serious synth serves you well. 

Our 45-day return policy provides genuine evaluation time with either instrument. Synthesis 
learning doesn't happen in one afternoon; you need weeks to understand whether an 

https://www.samash.com/synthesizers


instrument's workflow matches your creative process. If your first choice doesn't click, 
exchanges are straightforward. 

We offer the JD-Xi with financing, making both instruments accessible. Free shipping on 
orders over $49 delivers your new synth quickly. The 60-day price protection guarantee 
covers you if prices drop after purchase. 

Over a century of musical instrument expertise means we've helped countless beginners 
choose their first synthesizers. Let us help you start your synthesis journey right. 

Shop our collection today! 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

Are these good synthesizers for complete beginners? 

Both work well for beginners but teach differently. The JD-Xi lets you create music 
immediately with its sequencer and presets—learning happens through doing. The 
MiniNova's software editor and deeper architecture teach synthesis concepts more explicitly. 
Neither requires prior keyboard experience. 

Can I make complete songs with these synths? 

The JD-Xi can create complete arrangements with its four-track sequencer. The MiniNova 
produces sounds but relies on a DAW or external sequencer for complete arrangements. 

Do I need a computer with these synthesizers? 

Neither requires a computer. The JD-Xi works completely standalone as a groovebox. The 
MiniNova works standalone but benefits significantly from the included software editor for 
programming. 

Which has better sound quality? 

Both sound excellent at their price points. The JD-Xi offers genuine analog warmth from its 
mono section. The MiniNova's digital engine provides more programming depth. "Better" 
depends on the sounds you want to create. 

Can I use these as MIDI controllers? 

Yes. Both function as MIDI controllers via USB. The JD-Xi additionally works as a USB audio 
interface. The MiniNova works as a controller but without audio interface capability. 

Prices mentioned in this article are accurate at the time of publication and may vary. Please 
visit Sam Ash for the most current pricing and availability. 
 

https://www.samash.com/shipping-faq
https://www.samash.com/synthesizers
https://www.samash.com/novation-mininova-37-key-synthesizer-nmininova
https://www.samash.com/
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