
 
 

Endorsers and Allies of North Jersey National Heritage Area 
 
The following lists individuals and organizations who have endorsed the North Jersey National 
Heritage Area, are involved with the NJNHA Council, or have expressed support for the 
initiative. 
 
Questions? Please contact Leonardo Vazquez, AICP/PP, Northern New Jersey Community 
Foundation, at leo@nnjcf.org or 201-388-9212 
 
Endorsements 
 

Name Organization/Affiliation/Identity 

Angelica Santomauro The American Labor Museum Botto House 
National Landmark 

Assemblyman Al Barlas  

Assemblyman Clinton Calabrese  

Assemblywoman Linda Carter  

Assemblywoman Michele Matsikoudis  

Baye Adofo-Wilson Hinchliffe Stadium 

Borough of Madison Museum of Early Trades and Crafts 

Chris Bernardo Commercial District Services LLC 

Jonathan Yubi Artist 

Karen Wells Orange Historic Commission 

Patricia Mitrano West Orange Arts Council 

Peter Primavera NJ Preservation Alliance 

Rick Hampson Historic Radburn 

Rikki Abzug Ramapo College 

Robert Foster Hoboken Historical Society 

Sharonda Allen Operation Grow Inc. 

State Senator Britnee Timberlake  
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Name Organization/Affiliation/Identity 

Township of Scotch Plains Shady Rest Country Club 

U.S. Representative Tom Kean  

Union County Deserted Village 

Union County Board of Commissioners  

 
NHA Council members and Allies 
 
 

Name Organization/Affiliation/Identity 

Amanda Hefferan Morris County Heritage Commission 

Andy Urban Rutgers University Department of American Studies / 
New Jersey Monuments to Migration and Labor 

Arturo Osorio Rutgers Business School / Statewide Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce 

Brian Murray and Gina Hulings Hudson County Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs 

Christine Goodman Jersey City Office of Cultural Affairs 

Cynthia Forster (before she retired) Bergen County Division of Cultural & Historic Affairs 

Deborah Farrar Starker and 
Elizabeth Quay 

Museum of Early Trades and Crafts 

Emory Edwards Hudson County Chamber of Commerce 

Eric Model Build a Journey Services 

Farhanna Sayegh Cultural FIT 

Gail Safian Durand-Hedden House 

Gerri Sutton Union County College 

Gigi Naglak New Jersey Council on the Humanities 

Isabella Costa Morris County Economic Development Alliance 

Jacqueline Wisner New Jersey State Federation of Women’s Clubs 

 



 
 

Name Organization/Affiliation/Identity 

Jamie Stefanski Union County College 

Jeffrey Machno Little Falls Library 

John Prescott and Kathy Kakaletris Union County Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs 

Jorge Cruz LISC New Jersey 

Kelly Ruffel Passaic County Department of Cultural & Historic 
Affairs 

Kevin Phalon United Railroad Historical Society of New Jersey 

Kristen Holton Borough of Ringwood 

Lana Rogachevskaya South Orange Performing Arts Center 

Linda Barth League of Historical Societies of New Jersey 

Lycel Villanueva NJ Transit 

Meta Janowitz Independent Researcher: Archaeology, Landscape 
Archaeology, Material Culture Studies 

Michele Rotunda Union County College 

Natalie Pineiro Downtown New Jersey 

Olga Levina Jersey City Theater Center 

Samantha Rutledge Morris County Economic Development Alliance 

Stephen Schwartz Building Blocks Workshop 

Susan Balik and Lael Leslie Folklife Center of Northern New Jersey 

Tim Raphael Rutgers University Department of Arts Culture and 
Media / Newest Americans 

Tom Werder (before he left) Morris Arts 

 

 


