
Hiragana, part one
How to learn hiragana with JUMP

OVERVIEW & PURPOSE

So, you are reading this because you want to learn Japanese and you are also a big fan of

9 adorable idiots also known as members of Hey! Say! JUMP. But how exactly can JUMP

help with your Japanese studies? Well, for starters you can learn a lot of hiragana by

learning how to write the members’ name with hiragana.

What is hiragana? And why do I need to learn it?

Hiragana (平仮名・ひらがな) is one out of three components in the writing system used in

Japanese. The other two are called kanji (漢字・かんじ) and katakana (片仮名・カタカナ). I

don’t want to bore you with details that aren’t important for a beginner, however I’d like

to tell you how hiragana is used in Japanese. You can write anything with hiragana (also

katakana, but that is for the next lesson) but it is still mainly used for writing

grammatical components such as particles, conjugation, etc. or for words that we don’t

use kanji to write.

What does hiragana represent and why do we still use kanji? Hiragana (and katakana,

too) are not syllables but function similarly. They can represent a vowel or a consonant

followed by a vowel or in one case (n -ん) a consonant. Onto the other half of the

question: why do we still use kanji if we can write anything with hiragana? Well, the

answer is simple but has a few layers:

- Japanese doesn’t really use space between words so breaking the text into

hiragana, katakana and kanjimakes reading easier because you know which part

represents what

- There are many homophones (words that sound the same but have different

meanings) that are written the same in hiragana but can be easily differentiated

with kanji.

You need to learn hiragana as soon as possible because it is important to use that instead

of writing Japanese words with the latin alphabet. Believe me, it makes the study more
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difficult in the long run and hiragana are actually quite easy to learn.

Let’s start from the basics!

We have 46 basic hiragana to learn. Here is a link on how to pronounce them well. The

boring way is to learn them by writing them out as many times as it’s needed to stick. But

sadly, you need to do that. But you can make it more fun by practicing them with

JUMP-kun. As I’m a sucker for tables I’m going to put some here for the boring part.

This table contains both hiragana and katakana but the bigger symbols are hiragana.

You can modify some hiragana with dakuten ゛or ゜ to make other sounds.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nRBvTy-Aay0


You can also combine two hiragana (a small “ya”, “yu” or “yo” and consonant+i hiragana)

to make a third sound:
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This is the stroke order of basic hiragana (“wi” and “we” are not really used in modern

Japanese so don’t mind them):

Here is a printable for practice.

Now, the fun part

So onto the fun part, shall we? I’m sure you’ve heard their names pronounced before so

please when you say their name try to imitate how Japanese people (or the members

themselves) say it.

Yabu Kota　 ya bu ko u ta 　 や　ぶ　こ　う　た

As you can see we write it as Kota but it is actually Kouta and it is supposed to be

pronounced as Kōta (as in saying “o” a bit longer). Also he has a “bu” hiragana which is a

modified version of “fu”.

Takaki Yuya　ta ka ki yu u ya　た　か　き　ゆ　う　や

Same with Kota, Yuya is also Yuuya or Yūya so you have to stay on that “u” a bit longer.

Inoo Kei　i no o ke i　い　の　お　け　い
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https://drive.google.com/open?id=1s7vm8aBkwhJZY5vN6wlgPsWgY2_D_RgS


In Inoo’s case it’s not that you pronounce the “o” longer, it’s that he has two “o”s in his

name. So try to pronounce two “o”s after each other real quick!

Yaotome Hikaru　ya o to me hi ka ru　や　お　と　め　ひ　か　る

You will soon see that Hika’s name is a dream because it is the easiest out of all 9 in all

three types of writing.

Arioka Daiki　a ri o ka da i ki　あ　り　お　か　だ　い　き

Daiki has a “da” in his name which is a modified “ta”.

Okamoto Keito　o ka mo to ke i to　お　か　も　と　け　い　と　

Keito is such a sweetheart he doesn’t want you to feel bad so his name is of course really

easy with hiragana.

Yamada Ryosuke　ya ma da ryo u su ke　や　ま　だ　りょ　う　す　け　

Yamada is a real tsundere I swear (kidding, people!). He has a “da” (modified “ta”)

and a “ryo” which is a “ri” り and a little “yo” ょ AND this “ryo” is actually long so

it’s “ryō”, so not that easy in this case. But he believes in you, you can learn his

name!

Nakajima Yuto　na ka ji ma yu u to　な　か　じ　ま　ゆ　う　と　

As with Kota, Yuya and Ryosuke, Yuuto is also long (“Yū”) so you have to write an “u”

after “yu”. He also has a “ji” in his name which is a “shi” し with a ゛.

Chinen Yuri　chi ne n yu u ri　ち　ね　ん　ゆ　う　り　

Chinen has a “n”ん in his name. Thisん can only be at the end of a syllable, never at the

beginning (so there is noんお, onlyおん). He also has an additional “u” after “yu”making

it “Yū”.

Now you can see why we need kanji. Here we have three JUMP members with Yū in their

name but of course the kanji they write it with is totally different.

I hope you learned a lot from this! Next time we’ll learn some words and some other

secrets about hiragana!
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