
LIB 4900: Library Terminology Assessment 
 

Term Definitions from: 
 
ODLIS: Online Dictionary of Library and Information Science 
http://www.abc-clio.com/ODLIS/odlis_about.aspx 
 

Journal “A periodical devoted to disseminating original research and commentary 
on current developments in a specific discipline, sub-discipline, or field of 
study (example: Journal of Clinical Epidemiology), usually published in 
quarterly, bimonthly, or monthly issues sold by subscription (click here to 
see an example). Journal articles are usually written by the person (or 
persons) who conducted the research. Longer than most magazine 
articles, they almost always include a bibliography or list of works cited at 
the end. In journals in the sciences and social sciences, an abstract 
usually precedes the text of the article, summarizing its content. Most 
scholarly journals are peer-reviewed. Scholars often use a current 
contents service to keep abreast of the journal literature in their fields of 
interest and specialization. See also: impact factor. 
 
A library usually binds the all the issues for a given publication year in 
one or more annual volumes or converts its print issues to microform. 
Articles from some journals are available in digital format in full-text 
bibliographic databases, usually by licensing agreement. Some journal 
publishers also provide an electronic version accessible via the World 
Wide Web. Abbreviated jour. Compare with magazine and journal of 
commentary. See also: archival journal, commercial journal, core journal, 
early journal, electronic journal, hybrid journal, interdisciplinary journal, 
letters journal, LIS journal, methods journal, multidisciplinary journal, 
synoptic journal, technical journal, and trade journal.” 

Database “A large, regularly updated file of digitized information (bibliographic 
records, abstracts, full-text documents, directory entries, images, 
statistics, etc.) related to a specific subject or field, consisting of records 
of uniform format organized for ease and speed of search and retrieval 
and managed with the aid of database management system (DBMS) 
software. Content is created by the database producer (for example, the 
American Psychological Association), which usually publishes a print 
version (Psychological Abstracts) and leases the content to one or more 
database vendors (EBSCO, OCLC, etc.) that provide electronic access 
to the data after it has been converted to machine-readable form 
(PsycINFO), usually on CD-ROM or online via the Internet, using 
proprietary search software. 
Most databases used in libraries are catalogs, periodical indexes, 
abstracting services, and full-text reference resources leased annually 
under licensing agreements that limit access to registered borrowers and 
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library staff. Abbreviated db. Compare with data bank. See also: archival 
database, bibliographic database, embedded database, metadatabase, 
and niche database.” 

Article “A self-contained nonfiction prose composition on a fairly narrow topic or 
subject, written by one or more authors and published under a separate 
title in a collection or periodical containing other works of the same form. 
The length of a periodical article is often a clue to the type of 
publication--magazine articles are generally less than five pages long; 
scholarly journal articles, longer than five pages. Also, journal articles 
often include a brief abstract of the content (click here to see an 
example). Periodical articles are indexed, usually by author and subject, 
in periodical indexes and abstracting services, known as bibliographic 
databases when available electronically. Compare with column, editorial, 
and essay. See also: cover story and feature.” 

Magazine “A popular interest periodical usually containing articles on a variety of 
topics, written by various authors in a non-scholarly style. Most 
magazines are heavily illustrated, contain advertising, and are printed on 
glossy paper. Articles are usually short (less than five pages long), 
frequently unsigned, and do not include a bibliography or list of 
references for further reading. Most magazines are issued monthly or 
weekly for sale at newsstands, in bookstores, and by subscription.” 

Chapter “One of two or more major divisions of a book or other work, each 
complete in itself but related in theme or plot to the division preceding 
and/or following it. In works of nonfiction, chapters are usually given a 
chapter title, but in works of fiction they may simply be numbered, 
usually in roman numerals. Chapters are listed in order of appearance by 
title and/or number in the table of contents in the front matter of a book.” 

Newspaper “A serial publication, usually printed on newsprint and issued daily, on 
certain days of the week, or weekly, containing news, editorial comment, 
regular columns, letters to the editor, cartoons, advertising, and other 
items of current and often local interest to a general readership. Some 
national newspapers are issued twice daily in early and late editions or in 
different editions for different regions of the country.” 

Volume and issue 
numbers 

Volume numbers 
“The number assigned to all the issues of a periodical published during a 
given publication period (usually a calendar year), beginning with 
number one for the period (year) in which the title was first issued. If the 
issues are bound in one or more physical volumes, the number is printed 
or impressed on the spine(s) (see these examples). In a multivolume 
reference work or set, such as an encyclopedia, the volume number 
appears on the spine and/or front cover and on the title page.” 
 



Issue numbers 
“The number assigned by the publisher to a separately published part of 
a serial publication, to distinguish it from other parts issued at different 
times. Assigned consecutively, issue numbers begin with the first issue 
of each publication period and end with the last issue of the same period. 
When a serial is published in volumes, issue numbers recommence with 
each volume.” 
 

Peer review “The process in which a new book, article, software program, etc., is 
submitted by the prospective publisher to experts in the field for critical 
evaluation prior to publication, a standard procedure in scholarly 
publishing. Under most conditions, the identity of the referees is kept 
confidential, but the identity of the author(s) is not. The existence and 
content of a manuscript under review is kept confidential within the 
offices of the publisher and by the referees, and all copies of the 
manuscript are returned to the publisher at the end of the process. In 
computer programming, source code may be certified by its owner or 
licenser as open source to encourage development through peer review. 
Synonymous with juried review.” 

 


