
This teacher copy offers some annotations of tone and mood to help contribute to the 
conversations and lesson as you analyze the word choice and changes between each 
version of the story.  

Underlined elements contribute to the tone. 

Bolded elements with notes contribute to the mood. 

The Tortoise and the Hare (Original Short Version) 

Once upon a time, in a peaceful forest, there lived a speedy hare and a slow but 
determined tortoise. The hare was known for his swift legs and overconfidence, while 
the tortoise, though not as quick, possessed a steady and persistent nature. Tired of the 
hare's constant boasting, the tortoise challenged him to a race. 

Excitement filled the air as the race began, and the hare quickly took the lead, leaving 
the tortoise behind. Confident in his speed, the hare grew complacent and decided to 
take a nap under a shady tree. Meanwhile, the tortoise continued at a slow and steady 
pace, undeterred by the hare's initial advantage. 

To everyone's surprise, when the hare awoke and rushed to the finish line, he discovered 
that the tortoise had already crossed it. The moral of the story rings true: slow and 
steady wins the race. The humble tortoise, with perseverance as his guide, triumphed 
over the hare's overconfidence, teaching a valuable lesson about the importance of 
consistency and determination. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Tortoise and the Hare (Spooky Version) 

In the eerie depths of a mysterious forest, where shadows whispered secrets and 
moonlight played tricks, a peculiar race unfolded between a ghostly hare and a spectral 
tortoise. The hare, swift as a phantom breeze, reveled in his supernatural speed, while 
the tortoise, though slow and ethereal, possessed an unwavering determination that 
echoed through the haunted woods. 

As the spectral race began, the hare darted through the moonlit paths, leaving a trail of 
ghostly echoes. Overconfident in his otherworldly agility, the hare decided to rest within 
the chilling embrace of a ghostly fog. Meanwhile, the tortoise glided forward, guided by 
an unseen force, persistent and unfazed by the supernatural challenges of the haunted 
racecourse. 

To the hare's horror, when he awoke from his spectral slumber, he found the tortoise's 
ghostly form gracefully crossing the finish line. The haunting moral of the story 
resonates through the haunted woods: in the realm of shadows, it is the persistently 
eerie tortoise that claims victory over the overconfident hare. In the ghostly silence of 
the haunted night, the tale echoes a spine-chilling reminder of the importance of 
unwavering determination in the face of spectral challenges. 

​​ Eerie Forest Setting: The story begins in an eerie and mysterious forest, creating 
a spooky and unsettling tone. 

​​ Supernatural Descriptions of Characters: The ghostly hare and spectral tortoise 
are described with supernatural attributes, adding an otherworldly and 
mysterious tone. 

​​ Ghostly Racecourse: The use of terms like "moonlight played tricks" and "haunted 
racecourse" contributes to the eerie and spectral tone of the story. 

​​ Chilling Embrace of Ghostly Fog: The hare's decision to rest within a ghostly fog 
adds to the chilling and haunting atmosphere of the story. 

​​ Spine-Chilling Reminder: The concluding statement about the tale echoing a 
spine-chilling reminder intensifies the eerie and unsettling tone. 

Elements contributing to the mood of the story: 

​​ Mysterious and Spooky Atmosphere: The overall setting and descriptions create 
a mood of mystery and spookiness. 

​​ Supernatural Challenges: The challenges faced by the characters, such as the 
ghostly racecourse, contribute to a mood of tension and suspense. 



​​ Ghostly Silence: The mention of the ghostly silence in the haunted night 
enhances the mood of eeriness and suspense. 

​​ Haunting Moral: The moral lesson, presented in a haunting manner, adds a mood 
of reflection and contemplation. 

​​ Unseen Forces: The presence of unseen forces guiding the tortoise adds an 
element of the unknown, influencing the mood with a sense of wonder and 
curiosity. 

 
Next Prompt: Now write it with a cheerful tone.  
 
Once upon a time, in the heart of a vibrant and cheerful forest, there lived a bubbly hare 
and a happy-go-lucky tortoise. The hare, always bouncing with energy, loved to show off 
his speedy moves, while the tortoise, with a perpetual smile, embraced life at a leisurely 
pace. One day, the hare couldn't resist boasting about his lightning-fast abilities, and the 
tortoise, with a grin, challenged him to a friendly race. 

With excitement filling the air, the race kicked off, and the hare leaped ahead, leaving the 
tortoise trailing behind. Brimming with confidence, the hare decided to take a break and 
enjoy the scenery. Meanwhile, the tortoise continued his cheerful journey, taking in the 
sights and sharing laughter with the forest creatures. 

To everyone's delight, when the hare finally hopped back into the race, he discovered the 
tortoise had reached the finish line, surrounded by a cheering crowd of woodland 
friends. The joyous moral of the story echoed through the forest: slow and steady wins 
the race, and a cheerful attitude can turn even a simple journey into a celebration. The 
happy tortoise, with a steady pace and a sunny disposition, taught everyone the 
importance of enjoying the journey and spreading cheer along the way. 
 
Elements contributing to the tone of the story: 

​​ Vibrant and Cheerful Forest Setting: The story begins in a vibrant and cheerful 
forest, creating a lively and positive tone. 

​​ Description of Characters: The hare is portrayed as bubbly and energetic, while 
the tortoise is happy-go-lucky, contributing to an overall upbeat and light-hearted 
tone. 

​​ Friendly Race: The challenge between the hare and tortoise is framed as a 
friendly competition, adding a positive and amicable tone. 

​​ Joyous Atmosphere: The overall atmosphere of excitement, joy, and laughter 
contributes to the cheerful tone of the story. 



​​ Celebratory Finish: The ending, with the tortoise surrounded by a cheering crowd 
of woodland friends, adds to the celebratory and joyful tone. 

Elements contributing to the mood of the story: 

​​ Excitement and Joy: The initial excitement of the race and the joyful atmosphere 
create a mood of happiness and positivity. 

​​ Cheerful Journey: The tortoise's cheerful journey, taking in the sights and sharing 
laughter, adds a mood of enjoyment and contentment. 

​​ Positive Outcome: The positive and unexpected outcome of the race contributes 
to a mood of surprise and happiness. 

​​ Moral Reflection: The moral lesson about enjoying the journey and spreading 
cheer adds a reflective and uplifting mood. 

​​ Sunny Disposition: The happy tortoise's sunny disposition and the emphasis on a 
cheerful attitude throughout the story contribute to an overall mood of optimism. 

 


