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What does Year 11 look like in Fine Art?  
 
What will be submitted and graded in the Final GCSE? 
Unit 1: Otherwise known as coursework. 60% of the final grade. 
Consists of two projects, Identity and the Mock Exam project. 
The Identity project can be a smaller unit of work, loosely based around the theme and 
showing your ability across the 4 assessment objectives. 
The Mock exam unit should be much more extensive, exploring multiple ideas, 
experimenting and refining ideas to a final outcome. 
 
Unit 2: Externally Set Task. 40% of the final grade. 
This unit gives you a choice between 7 different starting points set by AQA. This project 
should be in a new sketchbook and explore ideas and techniques linked to researched 
artistic influences. The same format as your mock exam unit. 
 
How much homework should I be doing?  
You should be aiming for a minimum of an hour a week outside of lessons. This will be 
either a teacher-set task or will be independent working. Use the R/A/G checklist to help 
you decide what to do in your independent work. You will receive regular DIRT comments 
from your teacher which will also help you to set yourself targets in your homework. 
 
Term 1: Coursework Portfolio (Part of Unit 1 – Mock Exam) 
You will continue to work on your personal investigation (mock exam) unit that will include 
your own drawings, photographs, Artist analysis and studies, various media, style and 
technique developments towards a personal response. This will become your main unit for 
your coursework (unit 1) submission. You will create a final piece for this unit just before 
Christmas. 
 
Term 2: Externally Set Task (Unit 2) 
You will begin work on your externally set task (Exam unit 2) unit that will include your own 
drawings, photographs, Artist analysis and studies, various media, style and technique 
developments towards a personal response in a two-day exam.You  will have approximately 
12 weeks on this unit. 
 
Term 3: Coursework Portfolio (Unit 1) - 3 – 4 weeks only 



You will have a few weeks to go back to your unit 1 projects (Identity and Mock exam) and 
refine/complete the projects and final pieces already created. 
You will then organise and submit your two units for assessment in May. 
 

 



 
What should I have in each of my projects? 

Task Project 1 
R/A/G 

Project 2 
R/A/G 

Externally Set 
Task 
R/A/G 

Title Page/Visual Research/Concept Map  
 

  

Initial photoshoot and 2+ observational studies    

Artist Analysis 1: Images and written analysis  
 

  

Transcription/Pastiche from Artist 1  
 

  

3+ experimental studies influenced by artist 1  
 

  

Artist Analysis 2: Images and written analysis  
 

  

Transcription/Pastiche from Artist 2  
 

  

3+ experimental studies influenced by artist 2  
 

  

Ideas – Mind map or similar page exploring a range of 
potential personal ideas linked to theme and artists. 

   

Gather and present primary and secondary sources for 
your first idea. (Own photos and internet photos) 

   

4+ initial developmental studies from your ideas and 
photographic images. 

   

Developmental study review page. What have you learned 
and what next? Sketches, annotation and photos. 

   

4+ more developmental studies from review. Refining 
ideas, experiments, technique and style. 

   

Reflect and evaluate your progress so far and plan your 
final personal response. 

   

3+ final media, compositional and stylistic refinements 
ready for the final piece. 

   

Personal response. (Final piece).    



Project review    

 
 

 

 



 



Artist Analysis: 

You need to show how you have been influenced by current and 
historical sources. Use the following questions to help you structure 
your writing. Always use your own words to express how YOU feel 

Content 

What is the subject matter? (e.g. seascape, portrait etc.) 

Processes, Techniques and Media 

How have they created their work and with what? 

Formal Elements 

How have they made use of colour, texture, pattern, line, shape, tone 
etc? 

Meaning and Context 

Is there a meaning/message behind the work? 

Why do you think it was created? What do you think the artist 
wanted people to think about their work? 

 

Finally 

How will this artist’s work influence your own work? 

Idea Planning 

In each project you will be expected to develop your own 
ideas in response to your title/theme. Use the below points 

to help you write your plans: 



 

Which artist(s) have you been influenced by mostly? 

  

How does this idea link to the rest of your project? 

  

How does this idea link to the theme? 

 

What will your subject matter be? 

 

 Will you need to take your own photographs? (Recommended) 

 

Will you need a model or specific location? 

What type of techniques and processes do you think you will be 
using. Why?  

 

What is the main message you are hoping to convey?  


