
Notions - Instructions 
Goal: Take a donated bin of various sewing notions, sort them into 

categories, & price them!  
 

 
 

 
 
 

See a term you don’t know? 
Find photos and definitions in our glossary! 
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Supplies(grab from shelf in Volunteerland) 

​Clear tape 
​Stapler & extra staples 
​Small hard plastic containers for pins (look in red & green supply drawers) 

​Designate one of these as your sharps container (for broken/ rusty needles or pins) 
​ Lots of sandwich and bead bags (20) 
​A few quart bags (10) 
​ Lots of large bags to organize groups of items into (gallon, grocery bags, other large bags) (5-6) 
​Merch tags  
​Sorting Labels (optional, print at home) 

 
 
 

Instructions 

✔️Step 1: Sort your entire bin into the categories below.  

●​  See pictures of each category if needed :) ​
 

●​ If anything is damaged beyond repair/rusty, it can be disposed of.  

✔️Step 2: Once sorted, price each category using the table below.  
 

●​ Pricing Notes: 
●​ Round to the nearest 25¢ 
○​ Write as:  

■​ 25¢, NOT $0.25 
■​ $1, NOT $1.00 

○​ Use decimals only if priced like $1.25 
 

○​ If anything references “retail price” 
■​ Check the package for the price. None there? Google & then 

make your best guess!  
 

●​ Write the price directly on the packaging, or, if noted, on a merch tag.  
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Category Package / Process Price 

Bobbins Sort matching types together and bag. (see glossary for 
different types) 

5 bobbins: 50¢ 

Pin Cushions Remove all pins and needles before packaging. Regular/Tomato: 50¢ 
Decorative: $1 
Magnetic: $2 

Straight Pins IMPORTANT: Needles and pins should be placed in 
a hard plastic container that is taped shut rather 
than a bag. 
 
 If loose, combine similar pins into small plastic 
containers.  

Regular (50 ct): 25¢ 
Plastic Head (50 ct): 50¢ 
T-Pins (50 ct): 75¢ 

Safety Pins Secure original package or bag loose pins (about a 
deck-of-cards volume). If pins are open, use a hard 
plastic container. 

Approx. 50 pins = 75¢ 

Thimbles Bag by type. Metal: 50¢ 
Leather: $1 

Needle 
Threaders 

Bag approx 5 basic threaders together. Group 
threaders by type (see glossary for different types) 

Bundle worth approx. 
25–75¢ 

Hand Sewing 
Needles 

Secure packages with tape. Loose needles should be 
placed in a hard plastic container or threaded onto 
cardstock. Bundle 3–15 matching needles. 

25¢ per 5 needles 

Machine 
Needles & Parts 

Bag together by type. Machine Needles: 25¢ each 
Machine Feet: $1 
Other parts: 20–40% of 
retail  

Measuring 
Tapes 

Wrap neatly and secure completely with blue tape. No individual pricing 

Templates & 
Rulers 

Bag together. 20–40% of retail 

Snaps & 
Grommets 

Bundle similar items so each package contains 10–20 
pieces (if some have more/less, it is okay). Bag and 
staple a merch tag. 

25¢ 

Scissors & 
Rotary Cutters 

Package securely. Write rotary cutter price on blue 
tape.  

Rotary Cutter: $4 
Scissors: bag together & 
label “to price” 

Sewing Kits Tape closed or transfer to a bag to keep secure.  25¢ 

3 of 3 Notions to Sort - Instructions | Last Updated 07/24/2026 HT 



Zippers Keep packaged if possible. Bundle loose zippers by 
length. 

Under 13": 50¢ 
13–24": $1 
24"+: $2 

Miscellaneous 
Notions 

Package similar items together. (see table below) If listed below, use listed 
price. Otherwise 20–40% of 
retail. 

Not Notions Anything not in this list, bag together.   Label "Not notions” 

 

 
 

Common Miscellaneous Notions Pricing 
Item Price 

Bias Tape Maker $2 

Buckles 25¢-$2, based on quality  

Button Covers (new) 25¢ 

Fabric Marker 25¢ each 

Foam Forms $1/sq ft 

Fusible Tape 25¢ 

Wonder Under 50¢/yard 

Interfacing 25¢/yard 

Iron-on Patch 50¢ 

Poly-fil  New: $1/lb 
Used: 50¢/lb 

Poly Pellets (2 lb) $1 

Ric Rac / Binding (new 
packs) 

50¢ 

Seam Ripper No price needed 

Tassel – Small 25¢-50¢ 
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Returning the Project 
●​ Log your work here!  

○​ We are always hoping to improve your volunteer experience. If there was anything 
unclear or needing improvement in these directions, let us know in this return form!  
 

●​ Pack your bin like this:  
○​ Bagged & labeled categories of “xxx to price” at the bottom 
○​ Bag all the “xxx to shelve” items together and put them in next 
○​ On top, place “not notions” and, if you have it, anything that you need help pricing  

 
You’re now ready to bring your project to the ACR Processing Area Shelf. 

 ❤️Thank you for contributing to ACR’s sustainability mission! ❤️ 
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