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If you are confused about equalization payments vs. spousal support 
in Canada, this blog explains the difference and how we can help you 
achieve a fair outcome in your divorce settlement. 

 
Navigating the complexities of family law can be challenging, especially when it comes to 
understanding the financial aspects of separation and divorce. Two key components often come 
into play are: equalization payments and spousal support.  
While both are designed to ensure fairness and financial stability post-separation, they serve 
distinct purposes and are governed by different legal principles. 
In this blog, we will delve into the differences between equalization payments and spousal 
support in Canada and provide you with a clear understanding of each. Whether you are in the 
midst of a separation or simply seeking to educate yourself on these topics, this information is 
crucial.  
As you navigate these legal waters, having expert legal guidance can make all the difference. 
That's where Zukerman Law Group comes in. With years of experience and a deep 
understanding of family law, Zukerman Law Group is dedicated to helping clients achieve fair 
and just outcomes in their family law matters. 

What is an Equalization Payment? 
Equalization payments are a legal requirement for distributing property when a couple ends their 
marriage. These payments aim to ensure that both spouses receive an equitable portion of the 
assets acquired during their marriage. 
To determine the equalization payment, each spouse's net family property (NFP) is calculated 
from the date of their marriage to the date of their separation. The spouse with the higher NFP 
must pay half the difference to the other spouse, thereby equalizing their net family properties. 

Equalization Payment Purpose 
The primary purpose of an equalization payment is to ensure fairness in the division of marital 
assets and debts. All assets and debts accumulated during the marriage are valued and totaled 
upon separation. The idea is that each spouse should leave the marriage with an equal share of 
the net family property.  
If one spouse has accumulated more wealth than the other, an equalization payment is made to 
balance the scales to ensure both parties receive a fair share of the marital property. 

Calculation of Equalization Payments 
Calculating equalization payments involves several steps to determine the net family property of 
each spouse and the amount that needs to be paid to achieve an equal division. Here is a 
simplified breakdown of the process: 
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Determine the Value of All Assets and Debts: Each spouse must disclose and value all 
assets and debts as of the date of separation. This includes real estate, bank accounts, 
investments, pensions, vehicles, personal property, and any outstanding debts such as 
mortgages, loans, and credit card balances. 
Calculate Net Family Property (NFP): The net family property is calculated by subtracting the 
total debts from the total assets for each spouse. 
NFP= Total Assets − Total Debts 
Determine the Difference in NFP: The difference between the two spouses' net family 
properties is calculated to determine how much needs to be equalized. 
Equalize the Difference: The spouse with the higher net family property is required to make an 
equalization payment to the other spouse to ensure both parties end up with an equal share of 
the total net family property. 

What is Spousal Support? 
Spousal support, also known as alimony, is a financial obligation imposed on one spouse to 
provide monetary assistance to the other spouse following separation or divorce. The primary 
purpose of spousal support is to alleviate any financial hardship caused by the marriage 
breakdown, especially when there is a significant disparity in the spouses' earning capacities. It 
ensures that the lower-earning spouse can maintain a reasonable standard of living 
post-separation. 

Types of Spousal Support 
The type and duration of spousal support depend on various factors, including the length of the 
marriage, the roles each spouse played, and the financial circumstances of both parties. Here 
are the main types of spousal support: 

●​ Compensatory Spousal Support 
This type of support is awarded to a spouse who gave up educational or career opportunities 
during the marriage to support the other spouse's career or care for the home and children. The 
goal is to compensate the spouse for their financial sacrifice. 

●​ Non-Compensatory Spousal Support 
This type of support is also known as needs-based support. It is awarded to a spouse who 
needs financial assistance to maintain their pre-separation standard of living after the divorce. 
This may be due to a disability, lack of work experience, or the need to care for children. 

●​ Contractual Spousal Support 
This type of support is based on an agreement between the spouses, either in a prenuptial or 
separation agreement. The agreement can specify the amount and duration of spousal support 
payments. 

Spousal Support Purpose 
The purpose of spousal support is to address any economic disadvantages or disparities 
resulting from the end of the marital relationship. It serves to: 
 

https://zukermanlaw.ca/the-spousal-support-advisory-guidelines/


●​ Provide the lower- or non-earning spouse financial support to cover living expenses. 
●​ Compensate for sacrifices made during the marriage, such as career opportunities lost 

due to domestic responsibilities. 
●​ Help the recipient spouse achieve financial independence over time. 

Calculation of Spousal Support 
The calculation of spousal support involves several factors and is often guided by the Spousal 
Support Advisory Guidelines (SSAG) in Canada. These guidelines provide a range for the 
amount and duration of support but are not legally binding. The court considers the following 
factors: 

●​ Length of the Marriage: Longer marriages may result in higher support payments. 
●​ Roles During the Marriage: Contributions to homemaking, childcare, and career 

sacrifices. 
●​ Financial Need and Ability to Pay: The recipient’s financial need and the payer’s ability 

to pay. 
●​ Age and Health: The age and health of both spouses can affect their ability to work and 

earn an income. 
●​ Standard of Living: The standard of living during the marriage and efforts to minimize 

financial disruption post-separation. 

Equalization Payment Vs. Spousal Support 
Let's explore the differences between equalization payments and spousal support to understand 
better how they compare. 
 

Parameters​  Equalization Payment​ ​ Spousal Support 

Purpose Address financial disparities 
and promote economic 
equality across regions within 
a country. 

Provide financial assistance 
to a lower-earning or 
non-earning spouse following 
separation or divorce. 

Scope Usually implemented at a 
governmental level, involving 
financial transfers between 
regions or provinces. 

This occurs at an individual 
level, involving financial 
transfers between former 
spouses. 

Focus Shifts funds from regions with 
greater fiscal capacity to 
regions with lesser fiscal 
capacity. 

Offers financial assistance to 
help maintain a similar 
standard of living after 
separation. 

Calculation A complex formula that 
considers factors such as 
fiscal capacity, wealth, and 
economic indicators of 

Determined by factors like 
income disparity, earning 
capacity, financial needs, and 
the duration of the marriage 



different regions. or relationship. 

Legal Framework Typically regulated by specific 
legislation or policies at either 
national or subnational levels. 

Regulated by family law or 
divorce legislation, which 
varies between jurisdictions. 

Timeframe Continuing and subject to 
periodic review. 

It could be temporary or 
extended, influenced by 
factors such as marriage 
duration, earning potential, 
and the receiving spouse's 
financial independence. 

 

Importance of Legal Guidance in Navigating Equalization 
Payments and Spousal Support 
Navigating the complexities of equalization payments and spousal support requires a deep 
understanding of family law and the specific regulations governing these financial 
arrangements.  
Legal guidance is crucial to ensure that both parties are treated fairly and that their rights and 
obligations are upheld according to the law. Without expert legal advice, individuals may risk 
overlooking crucial factors in the calculation and negotiation processes, potentially leading to 
unfair outcomes or prolonged disputes. 
At Zukerman Law Group, our deep expertise in family law ensures that we understand the 
intricate details of equalization payments and spousal support. Whether your situation involves 
straightforward asset division or complex financial disputes, we vigorously protect your interests.  
We provide personalized legal advice tailored to your unique circumstances through in-depth 
consultations to craft strategic plans that align with your goals.  
Our proven track record in achieving fair property divisions and securing favorable support 
arrangements demonstrates our commitment to excellence in navigating even the most 
challenging family law cases. Contact us today to discuss how we can advocate effectively for 
you and your family's future. 

Conclusion  
In summary, understanding the distinctions between equalization payments and spousal support 
is essential for anyone navigating the complexities of separation or divorce in Canada.  
Equalization payments aim to distribute marital property fairly, while spousal support provides 
financial assistance to ensure a reasonable standard of living post-divorce, especially for the 
lower-earning spouse.  
Each is governed by specific legal frameworks and involves detailed calculations based on 
various factors. 
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Visit our website or call us today to schedule a consultation and take the first step toward 
securing a fair and equitable resolution to your family law concerns. 
  
FAQs 
1- Do common-law partners have rights to equalization payments or spousal support? 
Common-law partners may have rights to spousal support if they meet certain criteria, such as 
cohabiting for a significant period or having children together. Equalization payments generally 
apply to married couples under specific provincial laws. 
2- Can spousal support be modified after it's been established? 
Yes, spousal support arrangements can be modified if there is a significant change in 
circumstances, such as job loss, remarriage, or health issues. A court can review and adjust the 
terms accordingly. 
3- What is the difference between equalization payments and spousal support? 
Equalization payments aim to divide marital property fairly between spouses upon separation or 
divorce. It ensures each party leaves the marriage with an equitable share of the accumulated 
assets and debts. On the other hand, Spousal support is financial assistance provided by one 
spouse to the other to address disparities in earning capacities and maintain a reasonable 
standard of living post-divorce. 
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Social (70-180 words) 

- Have you ever wondered how equalization payments and spousal support could impact your 
future after a divorce?  
- Fair financial outcomes post-divorce can be a significant worry during separation. 
- But don't worry! Zukerman Law Group can ensure fair division and financial security with 
expert legal guidance in family law.​
- Over 90% of our clients achieve equitable settlements with our tailored legal strategies.​
- Protect your future today with Zukerman Law Group's proven track record in family law.​
- Visit our website now for highly professional advice on equalization payments and spousal 
support! 
Have you had any challenges with understanding equalization payments or spousal support? 
Share your thoughts in the comments! 
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